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UNCOVERING THEIR TRACKS 


US soldiers' use of fitness devices 
could reveal sensitive information 
about location and activities 
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Afghanistan’s bloody week shows how US policy there is failing 


By Amanda Erickson Afghan capital. At least 103 people Hotel Inter-Continental, a tightly 

The Washington Post were killed and 235 wounded. The guarded luxury hotel in Kabul, 

attack, claimed by the Taliban, and sparked a firefight that last- 

ANALYSIS 9? Saturday, a was one of the deadliest in the ed more than 14 hours. Just days 

suicide bomber country’s history. later, an assault by Islamic State 

packed a fake It was also the third major at- on the Jalalabad office of British 

ambulance with explosives, drove tack in Afghanistan in a week, charity Save the Children left at 

to a hospital in central Kabul and On Jan. 22, 22 people died when least four people dead. The orga- 

set off an explosion that rocked the Taliban fighters stormed the nization has since suspended all 


operations in the country. 

And that wasn’t all. On Monday 
morning militants stormed a major 
training base in the capital, killing 
at least 11 Afghan soldiers and 
wounding 16 others. ISIS claimed 
responsibility. 

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON PAGE 3 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Fitness devices may reveal 
soldiers’ routines, locations 



A portion of the Strava Labs heat map from Kandahar Air Field in 
Afghanistan made by tracking activities is shown. 


By Liz Sly 

The Washington Post 

BEIRUT — An interactive map 
posted on the internet that shows 
the whereabouts of people who 
use fitness devices such as Fitbit 
also reveals highly sensitive in¬ 
formation about the location and 
activities of soldiers at U.S. mili¬ 
tary bases, in what appears to be 
a major security oversight. 

The Global Heat Map, pub¬ 
lished by the GPS tracking 
company Strava, uses satellite in¬ 
formation to map the location and 
movements of subscribers to the 
company’s fitness service over a 
two-year period by illuminating 
areas of activity. 

Strava said it has 27 million 
users around the world, includ¬ 
ing people who own widely avail¬ 
able fitness devices such as Fitbit, 
Jawbone and Vitofit as well as 
people who directly subscribe to 
its mobile phone application. The 
map is not live — rather it shows 
a pattern of accumulated activity 
between 2015 and September last 
year. 

Most parts of the United States 
and Europe, where millions of 
people use some form of fitness 
tracker, show up on the map as a 
blaze of light, because there is so 
much activity. 

In war zones and deserts such 
as Iraq and Syria, the heat map 
becomes almost entirely dark 
— except for a few scattered pin¬ 
pricks of activity. Zooming in on 
those brings into focus the loca¬ 
tions and outlines of known U.S. 


military bases, as well as of other 
unknown and potentially sensi¬ 
tive sites — presumably because 
U.S. soldiers and other personnel 
are using fitness trackers as they 
move around. 

Air Force Col. John Thomas, 
a spokesman for U.S. Central 
Command, said Sunday the U.S. 
military is looking into the impli¬ 
cations of the map. 

The U.S. military did not re¬ 
spond to a question about what 
the regulations are regarding use 
of fitness tracking apps. But the 
Pentagon has encouraged the use 
of Fitbits among military person¬ 
nel and in 2013 distributed 2,500 
of them as part of a pilot program 
to battle obesity. 

The Global Heat Map was post¬ 
ed online in November 2017, but 
the information it contains was 
only publicized on Saturday after 
a 20-year-old Australian student 
stumbled across it. Nathan Ruser, 
who is studying international se¬ 
curity and the Middle East, found 
out about the map’s existence from 
a mapping blog and was inspired 
to look more closely, he said, after 
a throwaway comment by his fa¬ 
ther, who observed that the map 
offered a snapshot of “where rich 


white people are” in the world. 

“I wondered, does it show U.S. 
soldiers?” he said, and immedi¬ 
ately zoomed in on Syria. “It sort 
of lit up like a Christmas tree.” 

He started tweeting about his 
discovery, and the internet also lit 
up, as data analysts, military ex¬ 
perts and former soldiers began 
scouring the map for evidence of 
activity in their areas of interest. 

The site does not identify the 
users of the app and shows many 
locations that may belong to aid 
agencies, United Nations fa¬ 
cilities and the military bases of 
other nations — or anyone whose 
personnel is likely to use fitness 
trackers, said Tobias Schneider, 
an international security analyst 
based in Germany. But it is not 
hard, he said, to map the activity 
to known, or roughly known, U.S. 
military sites and then glean fur¬ 
ther information. 

The location of most of the 
sites is already public knowledge 
— such as the vast Kandahar Air 
Field in Afghanistan. The Penta¬ 
gon has publicly acknowledged 
that U.S. special operations troops 
maintain a small outpost at Tanf 
in the Syrian desert near the 
Iraqi border, which shows up on 


the map as a neatly illuminated 
oblong, probably because U.S. sol¬ 
diers wearing Fitbits or similar 
devices either jog or patrol around 
the perimeter. 

But the data also offers a mine 
of information to anyone who 
wanted to attack or ambush U.S. 
troops in or around the bases, 
said Schneider, including patterns 
of activity inside the bases. Lines 
of activity extending out of bases 
and back may indicate the routes 
of patrols. Concentrations of light 
inside a base may indicate where 
concentrations of troops live, eat 
or work, suggesting possible tar¬ 
gets for enemies who wished to 
target the base. 


“This is a clear security threat,” 
he said. “You can see a pattern of 
life. You can see where a person 
who lives on a compound runs 
down a street to exercise. In one of 
the U.S. bases at Tanf you can see 
people running round in circles.” 

By no means is all of the activ¬ 
ity discovered U.S. activity, said 
Schneider. The perimeter of the 
main Russian base in Syria, He- 
meimeem, is clearly visible — as 
are several routes out of the base 
that are presumably taken by pa¬ 
trols, he said. 

Other Russian bases also show 
up, but Iranians either don’t use 
fitness trackers or prudently turn 
them off, he noted. 

Strava apps and devices con¬ 
tain an option to turn off the data 
transmission service, making 
it more the responsibility of the 
user to ensure that security isn’t 
breached, said Ruser. “It seems 
like a big oversight,” he said. 

Strava did not respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment. 


This is a clear security threat. You can see a pattern of life. You 
can see where a person who lives on a compound runs down a 
street to exercise, f 

Tobias Schneider 

international security analyst 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Photos by Rahmat Gul/AP 

Afghan security forces detain a suspect, center, at the site of a Monday attack on Marshal Fahim National Defense University in Kabul. 


Afghanistan: Most Afghans say 
country moving in wrong direction 


Afghans pray during the funeral of a victim who was killed in 
Saturday’s deadly suicide attack in Kabul. 


Another 
deadly 
attack 
in Kabul 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 
and Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Mili¬ 
tants armed with suicide vests 
and small arms stormed a mqjor 
training base in Kabul on Monday, 
killing at least 11 Afghan soldiers 
and wounding 16 others in the 
third deadly attack in the Afghan 
capital in the past nine days. 

Islamic State claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the attack. 

The predawn assault near the 
Marshal Fahim National De¬ 
fense University on the western 
outskirts of the city lasted a few 
hours, according to Defense Min¬ 
istry spokesman Dawlat Waziri, 
who said four assailants were 
killed and one was captured. 

Two of the attackers died after 
detonating suicide vests, Waziri 
said. The others were killed by se¬ 
curity forces. 

The group attacked an entrance 
to the heavily fortified compound, 
which houses U.S. and NATO in¬ 
structors but was prevented from 
entering, Waziri added. 

About 40 Afghan commandos 
were sent to the scene shortly 
after 5 a.m. to combat the mili¬ 
tants, Abdul Qayum Nooristani, a 
spokesman for the Afghan Nation¬ 
al Army Special Operations Com¬ 
mand, told Stars and Stripes. 

The assault near the academy 
compound follows an attack there 
in October, when 15 cadets were 
killed when a suicide bomber at¬ 
tacked their bus. 

The latest deaths follow a string 
of attacks that has left Kabul resi¬ 
dents on edge. Two days ago, an 
ambulance packed with explo¬ 
sives was detonated in central 
Kabul, killing more than 100, in 
one of the deadliest attacks of the 
16-year-old war. 

A week earlier, six Taliban 
gunmen stormed the Hotel Inter¬ 
Continental Kabul and battled se¬ 
curity forces there for more than 
12 hours. At least 22 people — 
mostly foreign civilians, including 
four Americans — were killed. 

The bloodshed has led to wide¬ 
spread criticism among Afghans 
of the country’s national unity 
government, which the U.S. 
helped broker in 2014 after dis¬ 
puted elections. 

Monday had been declared a 
holiday as part of three days of 
mourning for the victims of the 
recent attacks. Tuesday was de¬ 
clared a national day of prayer. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 

well man.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 
garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The unrelenting violence un¬ 
derscores the frustrating real¬ 
ity in Afghanistan: Despite more 
than 16 years of fighting by the 
U.S.-led coalition and Afghan 
security forces, the Taliban and 
other terrorist groups are again 
growing stronger. 

In the years since they toppled 
the Taliban in 2001, U.S. and 
Afghan forces have struggled to 
dismantle the terrorist group’s 
networks in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. Today, the Taliban 
controls about a third of Afghan¬ 
istan, more territory than at any 
point since the U.S. invasion. It 
has gained a foothold in areas 
like Babaji and Marjah that coali¬ 
tion troops fought hard to defend, 
and it has launched high-profile 
attacks in major cities, creating 
a sense among Afghans that no 
one is safe. 

As Krishnadev Calamur wrote 
for the Atlantic, “The group’s re- 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Snow 
dusted Kabul and other areas in 
white Monday morning for the 
first time since mid-December, 
providing a small bright spot as 
the capital tries to recover from 
a series of terrorist bombings. 

Flurries continued through 
much of the day, less than a week 
after President Ashraf Ghani 
called on Afghans to pray for 
precipitation. Farmers in the 
country depend on snowfall in 
the winter months for a bountiful 
harvest, but so far there’s been 
little of it. 

Last week, Ghani called on 
Muslims across Afghanistan to 
offer prayers for rain, known as 
the Istisqa, and asked clerics to 


silience and the apparent ease 
with which it continues to strike 
at the heart of the Afghan state 
underscores the challenge its gov¬ 
ernment faces in bringing stabil¬ 
ity to the country, even as U.S. 
military support is set to increase 
under President Donald Trump.” 

Meanwhile, that government is 
fragile and fractured. President 
Ashraf Ghani presides over a co¬ 
alition plagued by rivalries and 
infighting. Corruption is rampant. 
One poll from July 2017 found 61 
percent of Afghans believe the 
country is moving in the wrong 
direction. 

So it’s perhaps no surprise that 
other terrorist groups have got¬ 
ten a foothold in Afghanistan as 
well. Islamic State has launched 
several attacks on foreigners and 
Afghanistan’s Shiite minority. The 
group took credit for at least 15 
bombings in Afghanistan in 2017, 
up from just a couple in 2016. 

“ISIS has lost land but has not 
surrendered its arms and is look- 


teach the prayer’s methods and 
its significance, the local news 
outlet 1TV reported. 

Just days later, Afghans bun¬ 
dled up in scarves and blankets or 
heavy coats and trudged through 
mud and snow to markets and 
homes. In the city’s northern 
reaches and along the highway to 
Parwan province, merchants did 
brisk business as people loaded up 
on fruits, vegetables and more. 

Children played cricket on 
snow-covered fields or tossed 
snowballs at one another. Some 
skipped along or twirled umbrel¬ 
las as they followed parents on 
their daily routines. 

In Parwan province, where Ba- 
gram Air Field is located, there 
was little snow; instead, a slushy 
rain fell. Deep puddles dotted 
the American base’s parking lots 


ing for land in Afghanistan, Paki¬ 
stan and Central Asia to, in this 
way, revive the idea of the Islamic 
caliphate,” said Iranian Intelli¬ 
gence Minister Mahmoud Alavi to 
Tehran’s Seminar on Terrorism, 
Extremism and Regional Security 
in West Asia in December. 

U.S. policymakers are not blind 
to this problem. Since taking of¬ 
fice, Trump has increased the 


and roadways. 

The snow and rain came as 
the country reels from a series 
of bloody attacks, including three 
in Kabul that claimed at least 150 
lives in the past nine days. 

In the wake of a suicide attack 


number of U.S. troops in Afghani¬ 
stan from 8,500 to 14,000 — and 
the U.S. Army is preparing to send 
up to 1,000 more. 

But those new troops will likely 
have little impact on the security 
situation. 

Afghanistan’s own security 
forces are weak and understaffed 
— some 10,000 of them died in 
fighting over the last year. 


Sunday that killed more than 100 
people, Ghani declared three 
days of mourning, which culmi¬ 
nated Tuesday in a national day of 
prayer. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Snowfall answers many prayers 



Chad GARLAND/Stars and Stripes 


Men in Kabul province, Afghanistan, shop for fruits and vegetables 
on Monday amid the area’s second winter snowfall of the season. 
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US honors Australian troops for salvage efforts 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

Australian troops who helped 
salvage an MV-22 Osprey after 
a deadly crash last summer off 
the country’s eastern coast have 
been awarded a Meritorious Unit 
Commendation. 

Marine Lt. Gen. David Berger, 
commander of Marine Forces Pa¬ 
cific, presented the award Monday 
to 107 Australian soldiers, sailors 
and airmen aboard the Royal Aus¬ 
tralian Navy’s amphibious assault 
ship HMAS Adelaide in Sydney. 

“The United States Meritori¬ 
ous Unit Commendation is a great 
honor for our servicemembers and 
the Australian public can be proud 
of what our people achieved,” Aus¬ 
tralian Defence Minister Marise 
Payne said in a statement. 

The crash, which took the lives 
of Capt. Benjamin Cross, Cpl. Na¬ 
thaniel Ordway and Lance Cpl. 
Ruben Velasco, happened just 
after 4 p.m. on Aug. 5 when the 
helicopter-plane hybrid from Ma¬ 
rine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 
265 left the deck of the amphibi¬ 
ous assault ship USS Bonhomme 
Richard and attempted to land on 
the amphibious transport dock 
USS Green Bay. The ships had 
been operating off the Australian 
coast as a part of the massive bi¬ 
lateral training exercise Talis¬ 
man Saber 2017, which wrapped 
up at the end of July. 

The Osprey reportedly crashed 
into the Green Bay’s deck and slid 


into the sea, trapping the Marines 
inside. Twenty-three others were 
rescued. 

Australia immediately sent 
divers and recovery ships to the 
scene, and a day later divers from 
the HMAS Melville found the 
wreckage 165 feet below in the 
Coral Sea. 

An Australian navy team con¬ 
ducted 14 dives to the wreckage 
in sometimes difficult conditions, 
the Australian statement said. 

The Marine Corps announced 
Aug. 25 that the Marines’ bodies 
had been recovered. 

“The Australian forces volun¬ 
teered their help before we could 
even ask, demonstrating the deep 
ties and enduring nature of the al¬ 
liance between our two countries,” 
Navy Capt. Jeff Davis, a Pentagon 
spokesman, said shortly after re¬ 
covery efforts began. 

The commendation praises the 
Australians’ “unrelenting perse¬ 
verance and unfailing devotion to 
duty,” Payne said. 

The commendation was pre¬ 
sented to members of Maritime 
Operations, Australian Clearance 
Diving Team One; Australian 
Mine Warfare Team Sixteen; Navy 
Hydrographic Ship Crew Blue, 
embarked on the HMAS Melville; 
and members of the Australian 
Mine Warfare and Clearance Div¬ 
ing Task Group, the Australian 
statement said. 


cook, leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 



Kieran DEMPSEY/Courtesy of the Royal Australian Navy 


Lt. Gen. David Berger, Marine Forces Pacific commander, speaks with members of Australian Clearance 
Diving Team One after presenting a U.S. Meritorious Unit Commendation aboard the HMAS Adelaide in 
Sydney on Monday. 


‘Robot dog’ to help in treatment of wounded K-9s 

J The new simulator Diesel brings a whole new 
level of realism to the training that we have 
not previously had. f 

Marine Corps Forces, Special Operations Command, veterinarian 

anonymous 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

Marine special operators are 
helping contractors design a new 
“robot dog” that will help train 
handlers on treating working K- 
9s wounded in combat. 

Nicknamed “Diesel,” the train¬ 
er mimics a variety of injuries, 
such as broken bones, bleeding 
and burns and changes in vital 
signs. Marine Corps Forces, Spe¬ 
cial Operations Command put the 
robot through its paces at Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., in December and 
hopes to have it in wider use 
by spring, the service said in a 
statement. 

“The new simulator Diesel 
brings a whole new level of real¬ 
ism to the training that we have 
not previously had,” a MARSOC 
veterinarian, who could not be 
identified for security reasons, 
said in an email. “The realism 
helps to induce the visceral and 
emotional response that is key in 
developing the muscle memory 


needed in high-stress situations 
such as combat.” 

Diesel will allow Marines to 
practice a variety of battlefield 
medical procedures, including 
treatment of gunshot wounds, tra¬ 
cheotomies, CPR and administer¬ 
ing IVs. All the physical injuries 
are accompanied by the behav¬ 
ioral responses one would expect 
from a wounded dog, including 
barking and whimpering. 

The MARSOC veterinarian 
said an earlier model of robotic 
trainer was far less capable — a 
trainer the Marines used before 
that amounted to a stuffed dog 
known as “Jerry.” 


“With the first model that the 
company designed, there was 
little functional movement, lim¬ 
ited physiologic responses and no 
way to vary the injuries,” he said. 
“The new simulator nearly triples 
the number of key features, in¬ 
cludes five times the number of 
possible injuries, and it includes 
numerous interchangeable parts 
that allow a limitless number of 
training scenarios.” 

Treating an injured service dog 
in combat can be extremely dif¬ 
ficult for the team members, the 
veterinarian said. They grow as 
close to a dog emotionally as they 
would to one at home, and when 


they get hit, the team may have to 
keep the dog alive with little help 
for hours or even days. 

MARSOC employs multipur¬ 
pose K-9 teams in various missions 
that include tracking, patrolling 
and detecting IEDs and narcot¬ 
ics. The teams are integrated with 
the special operations Raider task 
forces with which they deploy 
and undergo a 16-week MARSOC 
training program. 

The evaluation of data from 
December’s training with Diesel 
is being reviewed by the program 
contractor Trauma F/X, a com¬ 
pany that specializes in casualty 
simulation devices. Project direc¬ 
tors are making refining changes 
to Diesel, and production for the 
prototype is expected to start in 
March. Diesel could be made 
available across the military K-9 
force as early as April. 

morris.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @willatstripes 



Bryann K. WHiTLEY/Courtesy of the U.S. 

Marine Corps 


A K-9 handler with U.S. 

Marine Corps Forces, Special 
Operations Command applies 
medical dressings to robot dog 
Diesel during medical training 
at Stone Bay on Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., on 
Dec. 1. 


Marine accused of punching Okinawa hotel employee while intoxicated 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— An Okinawa, Japan-based 
Marine was arrested over the 
weekend after allegedly assault¬ 
ing a worker at an off-base hotel. 


Sgt. James Cliffe III, 28, of 
Marine Corps Air Station Futen- 
ma, is suspected of punching the 
employee in the face about 10:35 
p.m. Saturday inside a hotel in 
the Mihama area of Chatan, 
an Okinawa Prefectural Police 
spokesman said. 


The worker was not injured 
in the altercation, according to 
Japanese broadcaster TBS. 

The assault happened after 
staff attempted to call police 
when Cliffe — who was not a reg¬ 
istered guest at the hotel — re¬ 


fused to leave the premises after 
being asked to do so, according to 
a report in the Asahi newspaper. 

Police said Cliffe was intoxi¬ 
cated at the time and doesn’t re¬ 
member the incident. 

Charges have yet to be filed. 


That decision will be up to the 
local prosecutor’s office. 

Marine officials could not be 
reached for comment Monday 
evening. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report. 
burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Patrick A. ALBRicHT/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

Students train for their future careers and develop realistic tactical skills during a combined competitive 
maneuver exercise at Fort Benning, Ga., in 2016. 

Army expanding installations to 
assign women to combat jobs 


Air Force squadron 
fights for survival 


By Tom Boeder 

The (Colorado Springs, Colo.) 

Gazette 

Colorado’s tiniest Air Force 
squadron is in the middle of a 
massive fight, with Pentagon 
brass and a local congressman 
battling over whether it will be 
shut down. 

With just two planes and 17 pi¬ 
lots, the pint-sized 200th Airlift 
Squadron at Peterson Air Force 
Base has flown under the radar 
for years. But, in a $10 million 
cost-cutting move that blindsided 
lawmakers, Air Force Secretary 
Heather Wilson wants it gone by 
June. 

“It’s not supposed to work that 
way,” said Rep. Doug Lamborn, 
R-Colo., as he visited the unit last 
week. 

At the center of the fight are the 
squadron’s aircraft — two Lear 
jets suitable for whisking execu¬ 
tives around the planet at speed 
and in comfort. They are some 
of the last Lears left out of a fleet 
that was supposed to be retired 
six years ago. And as handy rides 
for local generals, they are some¬ 
thing that makes brass outside 
Colorado Springs Marine green 
with jealousy. 

The squadron, staffed by 
Colorado National Guard air¬ 
men, is struggling ahead of the 
shutdown. 

The unit’s commander, Lt. Col. 
Derek Tate, said his troops are 
scrambling to find jobs and care 
for their families. “A lot of them 
changed their lives to move here 
to join this squadron,” he said. 

Lamborn said the Air Force, 
which normally briefs Congress 
on its plans, was secretive about 
the 200th’s closure. He objected 
to that and sought to deter the 
shutdown. 

The Air Force isn’t budging. 

In a letter to Lamborn, Wil¬ 
son said the service will help the 
squadron’s troops with transi¬ 
tions. Among the possibilities, 
she said, is for airmen to move to 
the Guard’s 140th Fighter Wing 
in Aurora, where they could fly 
F-16s. 

The problem is the Lear is to 
the F-16 as a limousine is to For¬ 
mula 1 racing. 

Purchased in the 1980s at 
the height of the Cold War, the 
Lears allowed top military lead¬ 
ers to travel through their areas 
of command. Twin-engined with 
a 40-foot wingspan, the planes 
can land in remote airfields and 
can be readied for missions in 
minutes, making them one of the 
most nimble airlift assets in the 
military. 

Tate said they’re also cheap to 
fly — just $1,500 per hour com¬ 
pared with the $23,000 an hour it 
takes to keep a four-engined C-17 
transport aloft. 

Even as Lears were pulled 
from Europe and the Pacific, 
the military left the 200th at Pe¬ 
terson to meet the high demand 
for “DV” aircraft here. DVs are 
“distinguished visitors” in mili¬ 
tary speak — four-star generals, 
undersecretaries and Cabinet 


members, and top White House 
officials. 

With five military bases here, 
Colorado Springs draws DVs like 
it attracts miller moths in the 
spring. The only military base 
that garners more of them is An¬ 
drews Air Force Base, the Penta¬ 
gon’s private airport. 

As the only unit west of the 
Mississippi designed to fly DVs, 
the 200th stays busy. And it’s not 
just hauling the high-ranking and 
the powerful. The unit’s Lears are 
also used to fly classified cargo 
around the region — including 
nuclear missile parts. 

The Lear is also a great target 
— U.S. Northern Command in 
Colorado Springs has frequently 
used them to simulate hijacked 
jetliners as fighter crews train to 
stop another 9/11-style attack. 

All of that isn’t enough of save 
the 200th. In memos, the Penta¬ 
gon says it has other planes that 
can be radar targets, fly the brass 
and haul sensitive cargo. 

Lamborn hopes one factor 
could save the squadron: pilots. 

For the past year, the Air Force 
has bemoaned its lack of pilots to 
Congress. It got authority to give 
big bonuses to keep flight crews 
in uniform and is even offering to 
bring retirees back on active duty 
to cover the shortfall, estimated 
at more than 1,500 pilots in the 
coming years. 

Lamborn said shuttering the 
Colorado Springs squadron will 
put its 17 pilots out of uniform. In 
addition to efforts to save the unit 
outright, other options, including 
turning the squadron into an out¬ 
fit that trains Air Force Academy 
cadets, are being explored. 

So far, the Air Force has shown 
no interest in saving the 200th. 

Mqj. Josh Villalobos said his 
family is fretting the change, 
which will put him out of a job. 

“We just had twin boys,” he 
said. 

Lt. Col. Derek Rhinesmith said 
while the unit still has four months 
left, the looming shutdown is tak¬ 
ing a toll. 

“We have already lost some of 
our pilots to the airlines,” he said. 

Lamborn still hopes to reason 
with the Pentagon and save the 
squadron. 

“They are making a mistake,” 
he said. 

In an email to the Gazette, Col¬ 
orado National Guard boss Maj. 
Gen. Michael Loh questioned 
whether the Air Force would save 
any money by shutting the unit 
down. Pulling the planes out of 
Colorado Springs means other 
planes will have to fill in. 

“The 200th is the most efficient 
and effective operational support 
airlift squadron in the Air Force 
delivering great results proven by 
the fact that the 200th has won the 
Joint Operational Support Airlift 
Center small unit award seven 
years in a row,” he wrote. 

Loh has talked with Air Force 
brass about options for saving the 
squadron. 

“So far we haven’t heard if any 
of those would be acceptable to 
the Air Force and we await a re¬ 
sponse,” he wrote. 


By Amanda Dolasinski 

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer 

Female officers in infantry 
and armor jobs will be head¬ 
ing to three additional installa¬ 
tions, leading the way for women 
who are choosing jobs on the 
frontlines. 

Col. Michael Lawhorn, a 
spokesman for U.S. Army Forces 
Command, said women in com¬ 
bat jobs can now be assigned to 
Fort Bliss, Texas; Fort Carson, 
Colo.; and Fort Campbell, Ky. 
The move expands opportunities 
for women, who have previously 
been assigned only to Fort Bragg, 
N.C., and Fort Hood, Texas. 

“Forces Command plans to pro¬ 
vide a long-term plan to its units in 
the next 30 days,” Lawhorn said, 
noting the expansion is based on 
commander recommendations. 

Lawhorn said the expansion 
provides women with more op¬ 
portunities, especially if they are 
planning on a 20-year career in 
the Army. 

“We want to be able to offer a 
variety of assignments to women 
in these branches,” he said. 

The Army will follow its lead- 


ers-first structure for integration 
by first moving two female offi¬ 
cers or noncommissioned officers 
into a unit, then moving female ju¬ 
nior enlisted soldiers. That struc¬ 
ture was in place for Fort Bragg 
and Fort Hood integration. 

Since 2012, the Department 
of Defense opened more than 
111,000 positions to women. In 
December 2015, the final 213,600 
positions across 52 military occu¬ 
pational specialties were opened 
to women when the DOD struck 
down regulations that prevented 
them from serving in combat 
jobs. 

Among the first to open to 
women were field artillery jobs 
in October 2015. At Fort Bragg, 
that meant women could be as¬ 
signed to field artillery jobs with 
the 18th Field Artillery Brigade 
and the 82nd Airborne Division 
Artillery. 

As women began graduating 
from infantry training over the 
past year, they began arriving 
to units at Fort Bragg and Fort 
Hood. To date, there are about 40 
women assigned to infantry jobs 
with brigades at Fort Bragg and 
about 140 women assigned to in¬ 


fantry and armor brigades at Fort 
Hood. 

Those installations were the 
first chosen for women in combat 
jobs because of their large popu¬ 
lations, according to Forces Com¬ 
mand. “Posts like Fort Bragg and 
Fort Hood have the key and expe¬ 
rienced leadership communities, 
the military occupational spe¬ 
cialties and large soldier-popula¬ 
tion densities,” said Paul Boyce, 
a spokesman for Forces Com¬ 
mand. “As the integration plan 
continues, the potential number 
of assignment opportunities also 
is among the factors to determine 
locations and timing.” 

In November, six women at 
Fort Bragg were recognized 
when they became the first in the 
Army to earn the prestigious Ex¬ 
pert Infantryman Badge. Test¬ 
ing for the badge only recently 
opened to women as infantry 
jobs opened. 

To earn the Expert Infan¬ 
tryman Badge, a soldier must 
successfully complete 30 tasks 
that prove mastery in infantry 
skills, including weapons profi¬ 
ciency, medical tasks and patrol 
maneuvers. 


Jordan marks handover of Black Hawk helicopters 


Associated Press 

ZARQA, Jordan — Jordan has marked the U.S. 
delivery of 12 Black Hawk helicopters over the past 
nine months with a military ceremony, including a 
hostage rescue drill and a flyover. 

The helicopters are meant to help secure the bor¬ 
ders of Jordan against external threats, including 
from Islamic State extremists in neighboring Syria 
and Iraq. 

ISIS militants have been pushed back from swaths 


of territory by a U.S.-led military coalition in which 
Jordan plays a key role. 

Sunday’s ceremony at a Jordanian military base 
was attended by Gen. Joseph Votel, commander of 
U.S. Central Command. 

The Royal Jordanian Air Force and its Quick Re¬ 
action Force showcased the Black Hawks in a drill 
showing the rescue of a wounded hostage. 

The aircraft were delivered between March and 
December 2017. 
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Terrorism suspect 
wanted deportation 
over imprisonment 



Stephanie Strasburg, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette/AP 


People comfort each other as they walk toward the scene where a shooter killed four people Sunday 
morning outside Ed’s Carwash in Saltlick Township, Pa. 

Victims’ families: Jealousy drove 
suspect in Pa. car wash shooting 


By Andrew Welsh-Huggins 

Associated. Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A man 
accused of plotting an attack on a 
federal medical facility in Texas 
asked a judge in December to de¬ 
port him instead of sending him 
to prison, saying he didn’t de¬ 
serve to spend time behind bars, 
records show. 

Abdirahman Sheik Mohamud 
told federal Judge Michael Wat¬ 
son that he didn’t want to leave 
his family but called his proposal 
“completely fair and just.” 

“I truly don’t believe I deserve 
prison at all,” Mohamud said in 
the Dec. 12 letter, filed in the of¬ 
ficial court record Thursday. 

He added, “So if the concern 
is risk assessment, then deporta¬ 
tion would set everyone’s hearts 
at ease.” 

Mohamud, who was born in So¬ 
malia and came to the U.S. at age 
2, may eventually get his wish. 

After Mohamud was sentenced 
to 22 years in prison last week, the 
local Homeland Security Investi¬ 
gations office said it would seek 
to strip him of his citizenship and 
deport him to Somalia. 

At sentencing on Jan. 22, Mo¬ 
hamud told Watson that he knew 
what he’d done was wrong and 
that he’d fallen into the trap of 
radicalization while abroad. 

Mohamud, 26, tried to fire his 
attorney in a second letter dated 
Dec. 15, saying they weren’t com¬ 
municating well. A handwritten 
note on the letter says Mohamud’s 
request was withdrawn Jan. 9 in 
court. 

His attorney, Sam Shamansky, 
declined to comment. 


Mohamud planned to fly to 
Texas and attack Federal Medical 
Center Carswell in Fort Worth in 
an attempt to free Aafia Siddiqui, 
a Pakistani scientist convicted of 
shooting at two U.S. soldiers in 
Afghanistan, Watson said as he 
outlined the allegations against 
Mohamud. 

According to the government, 
Mohamud applied for a passport 
to travel abroad only a week after 
he became a 
U.S. citizen in 
2014. 

He bought 
a ticket to 
Greece with 
a stop in Tur¬ 
key, where he 
disembarked 
before going 
to Syria, pros¬ 
ecutors said 
in court doc¬ 
uments. They 
said he never 
intended to 
go to Greece. 
Mohamud 
trained with Nusra Front, an ex¬ 
tremist organization affiliated 
with al-Qaida, prosecutors said. 

Mohamud was arrested in 2015 
and pleaded guilty a few months 
later. The attacks were never car¬ 
ried out. 

Shamansky asked for leniency, 
saying Mohamud didn’t have 
his father around when he was 
growing up and was brainwashed 
while abroad “by professional 
head twisters” but later realized 
his error and abandoned his plot. 

Prosecutors noted Mohamud 
contacted others from jail after 
his arrest and told them not to say 
anything. 


By Bruce Shipkowski 

Associated Press 

A man suspected of gunning 
down four people at a Pennsylva¬ 
nia car wash was driven by jealou¬ 
sy, according to family members 
of the shooting victims. 

State police said Timothy Smith, 
28, was armed with a semi-au¬ 
tomatic rifle, a .308-caliber rifle 
and a handgun and was wearing 
a body armor carrier without the 
ballistic panels inserted when he 
opened fire early Sunday morning 
at Ed’s Car Wash in Saltlick Town¬ 
ship, Pa., a rural town about 55 
mile southeast of Pittsburgh. 

William Porterfield, 27; Chelsie 
Cline, 25; Courtney Snyder, 23; 
and Seth Cline, 21, were all killed. 
Another woman was able to hide 
in the back seat of a truck and suf¬ 
fered only minor injuries from 
broken glass, police said. 

Smith was on life support Sun¬ 
day and not expected to survive 
after suffering a possibly self-in¬ 
flicted gunshot wound to his head, 
police said. 

Porterfield and Chelsie Cline 



Courtesy of Cayleigh Myers/AP 


Seth Cline, a victim of the 
Pennsylvania car wash shooting, 
poses in December with 
Cayleigh Myers. 

spent time together in the days be¬ 
fore the shooting after Cline broke 
off a relationship with Smith, 
Porterfield’s widow, Jenna Porter¬ 
field, 24, told the Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette. She said a state police 
investigator told her Smith was a 
jealous former boyfriend of Cline. 


Cline shared a meme on her 
Facebook page last week that 
read, “After this week, I rlly (sic) 
need to get taken out... on a date 
or by a sniper either one is fine 
w me at this point.” A Facebook 
friend named Tim Smith replied, 
“I could do both.” 

Authorities would not reveal 
how Smith knew the victims, but 
Chelsie Cline’s half-sister, Sierra 
Kolarik, told the Pittsburgh Tri¬ 
bune-Review Smith developed 
an obsession with Cline after the 
two possibly dated. She said he left 
beer on her car and sent her flow¬ 
ers and presents. 

Kolarik said Smith “came off as 
the most king-hearted person” but 
that his interests were “guns and 
guns and guns and shooting and 
beer and rolling cigarettes.” 

Ed Bukovac, who owns the car 
wash, told the Pittsburgh Tribune- 
Review that a neighbor called 
him about 4 a.m. Sunday and said 
something was wrong at his busi¬ 
ness. Bukovac said police were on 
the scene by the time he arrived 
and that he had few other details 
about what happened. 


I truly 
don’t 
believe I 
deserve 
prison at 
all.' 

Abdirahman 

Sheik 

Mohamud 

accused of 
plotting Texas 
terrorism attack 


Case of captive children revives home-school regulation debate 



Jessica Hill/AP 


Chemay Morales-James, right, and her mother, artist and author 
Maybeth Morales, left, lead a home-school art class for children in 
Watertown, Conn. 


By Carolyn Thompson 

Associated Press 

Just over a week after Califor¬ 
nia officials found 13 siblings al¬ 
legedly held captive and younger 
children apparently not missed by 
schools because they were being 
home-schooled, home-schooling 
advocates say they are bracing for 
calls for stricter oversight of the 
practice. 

The advocates say they were 
horrified by accusations that the 
children’s parents kept some of 
them shackled in a filthy home 
in the Southern California city of 
Ferris, and some said they sup¬ 
port mandatory medical visits or 
regular academic assessments 
of home-schooled children. But 
others contend moves to step up 
home-schooling controls in the 
name of exposing child abuse 
earlier could lead to overregula¬ 
tion and intrusion that punishes 


parents. 

“Right now, the biggest threat is 
that lawmakers might make a de¬ 
cision based on the emotion of the 
moment rather than looking at the 
empirical evidence,” said Scott 


Woodruff, senior counsel with 
the Virginia-based Home School 
Legal Defense Association. He 
said national organizations that 
track risk factors for child abuse, 
including the U.S. Commission to 


Eliminate Child Neglect and Fa¬ 
talities, don’t list home schooling 
among them. 

One California lawmaker has 
floated the idea of requiring an¬ 
nual walk-throughs of home 
schools by state or county officials 
because of the case, and “a num¬ 
ber of legislators have expressed 
interest in doing something,” the 
HomeSchool Association of Cali¬ 
fornia said in a statement. 

“We can’t prevent evil,” the as¬ 
sociation said, “and trying to pre¬ 
vent it by taking away the freedom 
of law-abiding people is not a price 
our society should pay.” 

In Watertown, Conn., Chemay 
Morales-James home-schools her 
4- and 6-year-old children be¬ 
cause she wasn’t comfortable with 
her local school options and says 
she worries that “things are going 
to change now.” 

She rejected the notion that 


home schooling hurts children’s 
socialization and said many home- 
schooled children, like hers, spend 
most of their time out and about in 
their communities. 

“I’m hoping this is one of those 
things where it’s hot for the mo¬ 
ment and then it dies down,” Mo¬ 
rales-James said. 

Disputes over the right level of 
home-schooling regulation have 
simmered for years as the num¬ 
ber of home-schooled children in 
the U.S. skyrocketed from about 
15,000 in the 1970s to about 2 mil¬ 
lion today. 

The practice was first driven 
largely by families’ preferences 
to include religious teaching at 
home along with standard educa¬ 
tion. It gained wider acceptance 
as parents dissatisfied with neigh¬ 
borhood schools turned to it to 
customize their children’s educa¬ 
tion and nurture family bonds. 
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Trump to seek new DOD spending in address 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In his first, 
formal State of the Union speech, 
President Donald Trump will 
push lawmakers to look at new 
levels of military spending in 
light of growing threats around 
the globe. 

The wide-ranging speech, 
under a theme of “building a safe, 
proud and strong America,” to 
both chambers of Congress on 
Tuesday evening will focus on 
the administration’s accomplish¬ 
ments in its first year and set an 
agenda for the coming year. 

“I expect him to call for a sig¬ 
nificant increase in military 
spending,” Molly Reynolds, a 
governance studies fellow at 
the Brookings Institution, said 
Monday during a preview of the 
speech at the liberal-leaning 
Washington think tank. 

Trump’s speech is expected 
to highlight a prosperous econ¬ 
omy and low unemployment in 
his first year as president, while 
also pushing for new spending 
for infrastructure and national 
defense. 

In a move that could bolster 
new military spending requests, 


Trump is expected to provide an 
update on the fight against ter¬ 
rorism and other global threats, 
including North Korea. 

Marc Short, White House di¬ 
rector of legislative affairs, said 
Trump will push Democrats to 
move on military spending, which 
he claims is being held hostage for 
other issues such as immigration. 

“He’ll also talk about Ameri¬ 
ca’s strength — the fact that we 
are continuing to wipe out [Is¬ 
lamic State] but that we have 
growing threats,” Short told “Fox 
News Sunday.” “We have dra¬ 
matic threats on the global scene, 
yet where we are in Congress is 
we still can’t even pass a spend¬ 
ing bill that funds our military. 
... [H]e will ask that it’s time that 
we rebuild our military to keep 
America strong.” 

The effort comes as new re¬ 
porting reveals the Trump White 
House will push for a much larg¬ 
er 2019 defense budget, even as a 
plan to approve Defense Depart¬ 
ment funding this year remains 
trapped in Capitol Hill gridlock. 

On Friday, The Washington 
Post reported the Trump White 
House next month will ask for 
$716 billion in defense funding 
for 2019, a 7 percent increase over 


this year’s plan. The $700 billion 
2018 National Defense Authoriza¬ 
tion Act, which surpasses statu¬ 
tory budget caps, has yet to gain 
full-year funding approval. 

The 2019 plan aims to modern¬ 
ize the military’s weapon systems 
as it continues to engage in Amer¬ 
ica’s longest war in Afghanistan 
and prepares for new conflicts 
with major powers, The Post re¬ 
ported. The larger spending push 
signals Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis’ growing influence within 
the Trump administration. 

“Defense hawks will rejoice,” 
said Lauren Fish, a defense strat¬ 
egies research associate for the 
Washington think tank Center for 
a New American Security. “Tim¬ 
ing now is the key factor.” 

The military, like the rest of the 
federal government, is operating 
on its fourth temporary funding 
bill, known as a continuing reso¬ 
lution, or CR, in lieu of a full-year 
budget for the 2018 fiscal year, 
which began Oct. 1. That plan 
now faces a Feb. 8 deadline, and 
more stopgap bills could be on the 
horizon as lawmakers struggle to 
reach a deal on overall funding, 
budget caps, immigration and a 
debt ceiling deadline. 

“I hear positive things about 


coming to a deal, but any num¬ 
ber of factors can muck it up,” 
Fish said. “If politics takes pri¬ 
ority again as we approach the 
Feb. 8 CR deadline and parties 
stake out extreme views, keep¬ 
ing the government open could 
be a challenge again, which in¬ 
creases theatrics and hampers 
negotiations.” 

Lawmakers failed to reach a 
deal for the last continuing reso¬ 
lution deadline Jan. 19, forcing a 
three-day government shutdown. 
The challenges are a result of a 
lack of discipline on Capitol Hill, 
as Republican lawmakers were 
more focused on other political 
priorities, such as tax reform, 
said Ryan Alexander, president of 
the Washington-based Taxpayers 
for Common Sense, a nonpartisan 
budget watchdog group. 

That “needs to be judged as a 
terrible failure,” Alexander said. 
“They had plenty of time to make 
that deal” on defense spending. 

In an election year, Alexan¬ 
der expects Republicans to show 
more discipline. Her group re¬ 
cently raised concerns of “fis¬ 
cally reckless” defense spending, 
which extends to the 2019 pro¬ 
posal as well. 

“How are we going to pay for 


all of this?” she asked. “Those de¬ 
cisions still need to be informed 
by the research available.” 

The Pentagon spending plan is 
a tough argument for taxpayers 
as Congress has already passed 
costly initiatives, such as the re¬ 
cent tax overhaul that is project¬ 
ed to cost $1.5 trillion, Alexander 
said. This as a two-year defense 
budget deal for 2018 and 2019 
could surpass $1.4 trillion. 

Both annual defense spending 
plans face budget caps: The $700 
billion plan faces a $549 billion 
limit for 2018, which rises to $562 
billion for 2019. Both efforts will 
require special legislative action 
to surpass caps. 

Congress needs to exercise 
much more rigorous oversight 
to weigh whether new spending 
is needed, and re-evaluate pro¬ 
grams such as whether it’s time 
to close military bases and re-ex¬ 
amine wasteful spending on new 
weapons, Alexander said. 

“We are concerned where it 
will be spent,” Alexander said of 
the defense spending proposals. 
“I would like to see robust hear¬ 
ings and oversight.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


FBI deputy director leaving post Appropriations chair 
ahead of planned retirement Frelinghuysen to retire 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe, who had previously planned 
to retire this spring, is leaving his position effective Monday, people 
familiar with the decision said. 


By Devlin Barrett 
and Matt Zapotosky 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — FBI Deputy 
Director Andrew McCabe — a 
frequent target of President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s ire dating back to the 
2016 presidential election — is 
stepping down from that job as he 
nears the date in March when he 
can retire with full pension ben¬ 
efits, according to people familiar 
with the matter. 

McCabe’s departure has been 
expected for some time, though 
the exact date was uncertain. The 
Washington Post reported in De¬ 
cember that he planned to retire 
in March. At that time, people 
close to McCabe said he would 
probably use accrued vacation 
time to get him to the retirement 
date. 

A person close to the matter 
confirmed that McCabe will still 
formally retire in March, but is 
leaving the deputy director posi¬ 
tion now, and plans to use leave 
time to fill out his remaining time 
at the FBI. 

McCabe has become a lightning 
rod in the political battles sur¬ 
rounding special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe into whether any 
Trump associates coordinated 
with Russian agents to interfere 
in the 2016 presidential race. 

Last week, The Post reported 
that after James Comey was 
fired in May 2017 and McCabe 
assumed the director’s job on an 
acting basis, the president asked 
him in a private discussion whom 
he had voted for in the presiden¬ 
tial election. McCabe responded 


that he had not voted, according 
to several current and former 
U.S. officials. 

Trump’s dislike of McCabe 
dates back to October 2016, when 
news stories revealed McCabe’s 
wife had run as a Democrat for 
the Virginia state legislature, 
aided with nearly $500,000 in do¬ 
nations from the political action 
committee of then-Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe, a close ally of Hillary 
Clinton, and that McCabe had 
gone on to oversee probes involv¬ 


ing Clinton. 

In recent months, McCabe 
has been harshly criticized by 
congressional Republicans who 
challenge the FBI’s rationale for 
opening the Russia probe back in 
July 2016. 

David Bowdich, a senior FBI 
official who led the agency’s re¬ 
sponse to the December 2015 San 
Bernadino, Calif., terrorist at¬ 
tack, is expected to serve as the 
next deputy director, according 
to people familiar with the plans. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Veteran 
Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen, the 
powerful chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee, an¬ 
nounced Monday that he will not 
seek re-election and will retire at 
the end of his term. 

The New Jersey Republican 
was facing his first competitive 
re-election race in decades and 
joins a growing roster of GOP 
veterans who are heading for the 
exits. 

Frelinghuysen, 71, said in a 
statement that he was proud of 
his efforts to work in a biparti¬ 
san manner to advance the an¬ 
nual spending bills that make up 
almost one-third of the federal 
budget. Frelinghuysen became 
chairman of the powerful spend¬ 
ing panel last year after spending 
several years as chairman of its 
defense subcommittee. 

A moderate Republican, Frel¬ 
inghuysen was first elected in the 
1994 GOP wave that put Republi¬ 
cans in control of both chambers. 
He hails from a New Jersey polit¬ 
ical dynasty that dates to the late 
1700s. His father Peter served in 
the House for two decades. 

“My deepest devotion has been 
to supporting our Armed Forces, 
all volunteers, and their families, 
here and abroad, and those warf¬ 
ighters who have returned home 
with injuries and who depend on a 
functioning veterans’ health care 
system,” Frelinghuysen said. 

Unlike several other GOP chair¬ 
men to announce their retire¬ 
ments after running up against 
term limit rules for panel heads, 
Frelinghuysen had years to go as 


Appropriations chair—assuming 
Republicans retain control of the 
House in 2018. But he angered 
some conservatives over votes 
against the GOP tax overhaul last 
year and his opposition to an ini¬ 
tial version of the party’s effort to 
repeal former President Barack 
Obama’s health care law. 

Frelinghuysen joins Foreign 
Affairs Chairman Ed Royce and 
Oversight Chairman Darrell 
Issa, both of California, as top 
GOP lawmakers who have re¬ 
cently opted 
against diffi¬ 
cult re-elec¬ 
tion bids. 

All three 
represent 
suburban 
districts 
where Presi¬ 
dent Donald 
Trump has 
lagging pop- 
Frelinghuysen Parity and 
where many 
residents could be negatively af¬ 
fected by provisions in the new 
tax law that went into effect this 
year. Though it offers rate cuts 
to nearly every U.S. household, 
the law also limits to $10,000 the 
amount of state and local taxes 
that a taxpayer can deduct when 
figuring taxable income. Interest 
calculated on mortgage debt be¬ 
yond $750,000 also would not be 
deductible, down from the current 
$1 million cap. Those provisions 
will limit the overall benefits of 
the new law for many residents in 
areas where a high overall cost of 
living includes steep local prop¬ 
erty tax bills. 
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#MeToo movement 
generational divide 
becomes apparent 



Jay Janner, the Austin (Texas) Aiwerican-Statesman/AP 


Demonstrators hold signs during the Jan. 20 Women’s March in Austin, Texas, on the anniversary of 
President Donald Trump’s inauguration. 

* I haven’t been picked up for a date in like, 
pfft, ever. I’ve always wanted my way out in 
case I want to leave. * 

Lauren Caplinger 

University of South Florida student 


Associated Press 

Where there has been solidar¬ 
ity and safety in numbers in the 
#MeToo movement, there is now 
also an increasingly apparent gen¬ 
erational divide. And it’s not just 
among women. 

Compared with their elders, 
younger women are seen as gen¬ 
erally more willing to speak out 
about being sexually harassed and 
bring a new set of expectations to 
their sexual relationships. There 
also are generational differences 
in approach to dating relationships 
and in expectations that if spoken, 
their concerns about sexual mis¬ 
conduct would be received with¬ 
out repercussion. 

Baby Boomer women “took it for 
granted they wouldn’t be heard” 
by men, especially in sexual situa¬ 
tions, said Amy Lynch, a Nashville, 
Tenn.-based consultant who helps 
employers navigate generational 
relationships in the workplace. 

Millennial women — those 
in their 20s and 30s — are more 
likely to have grown up in an en¬ 
vironment supportive of gender 
equality, with the expectation — 
not always fulfilled — that they’ll 
be attentively listened to in those 
circumstances. 

“I have sometimes joked that 
my generation is feminism’s Fran- 
kensteins,” said Courtney Martin, 
38, an author and blogger. “Our 
mothers raised us to believe we 
deserved sexual equality, but now 
that we’re actually demanding it, 


it can seem overly entitled or sen¬ 
sitive to them.” 

Debra Katz, a Washington law¬ 
yer specializing in cases of sexual 
harassment and sex discrimina¬ 
tion, said younger women make 
up the bulk of clients bringing 
complaints to her firm. 

“Women historically felt they 
would immediately lose their job 
if they came forward with sexual 
harassment complaints,” Katz 
said. “Among the younger gen¬ 
eration, people are not suffering 
in silence. ... The advice they’re 
getting now is to come forward 
and report it.” 

Generational differences sur¬ 
faced in two highly publicized 
#MeToo movement earlier this 
month. 

In France, there was a notable 
backlash—led by younger women 
— in response to an open letter 
signed by movie star Catherine 
Deneuve, 74, and dozens of other 
women about men being unfairly 
targeted by sexual misconduct al¬ 
legations. Among those assailing 
Deneuve were feminist Caroline 
De Haas, 37, and France’s gender 
equality minister, Marlene Schi- 
appa, 35. 

In the U.S., some perceived a 
generational gap in reaction to 
the detailed account by a woman 
identified as “Grace” of a sexual 
encounter with comedian Aziz 
Ansari that left her feeling disre¬ 
spected and abused. Among older 
women, there were suggestions 


that Grace should have been more 
vocal and assertive in dealing 
with what amounted to a bad date. 
Among younger women, there 
was blame for Ansari and sug¬ 
gestions he had pressured Grace 
without heeding her words and 
body language. 

Among millennial men such as 
Ansari — who is 34 — there’s a 
cultural contradiction at play, ac¬ 
cording to sociologist W. Bradford 
Wilcox, director of the National 
Marriage Project at the Univer¬ 
sity of Virginia. 

“There’s a public embrace of 
more egalitarian, feminist sen¬ 
sibilities and ideas,” he said, but 
that often doesn’t carry over to 
their private approach to sexual 
encounters. 

As for millennial women, Wilcox 
said, “There’s a tension between 
what they’re expecting in terms of 
men being more egalitarian, and 
then finding in private that things 
don’t match their expectations.” 

At a crowded coffee shop in 
St. Petersburg, Fla., Lauren Ca¬ 
plinger, 20, said this moment 


in gender relations is an “over¬ 
whelming” and “ambiguous” time 
for both sexes. 

“The set rules and lines, things 
that we thought were rules, are 
kind of dissipating, and every¬ 
thing is becoming blurry,” said 
Caplinger, a public relations major 
at the University of South Florida. 

On one hand, she felt comfort¬ 
able enough to go up to a guy at a 
club and offer to buy him a drink 
— something her mother chided 
her for — and on the other, is cu¬ 
rious about some of the dating 
rituals of old that she’s heard her 
mother and grandmother talk 
about. 

“I haven’t been picked up for a 


date in like, pfft, ever,” she said. 
“I’ve always wanted my way out 
in case I want to leave.” 

A few seats away, Kelsey Ste¬ 
phenson, 28, discussed the differ¬ 
ences she sees in how older and 
younger women view the #MeToo 
movement. 

Older women look at some of the 
troublesome incidents and assume 
“that’s the way men are, and we 
had to deal with that,” Stephenson 
said. “Younger women have the 
vocabulary and tools to describe 
it. 

“These are conversations that 
are uncomfortable but are im¬ 
portant to get to a better place in 
society.” 


Stowaway 
nabbed again 
in Chicago 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Authorities say 
a serial stowaway who sneaked 
onto a plane in Chicago earlier 
this month and made it to Lon¬ 
don has been arrested again after 
being spotted at O’Hare Interna¬ 
tional Airport. 

Marilyn Hartman, of Gray- 
slake, Ill., was taken into custody 
early Sunday and charged with 
misdemeanor trespassing on 
state land and violating the condi¬ 
tions of her bail that were set last 
week by the judge, who warned 
her to stay away from airports. 

Police said they were respond¬ 
ing to a call of someone refusing to 
leave the airport when they spot¬ 
ted Hartman, 66, at a terminal. 

Hartman was arrested earlier 
this month after police say she 
slipped past a security checkpoint 
at O’Hare and boarded a flight 
without a ticket or boarding pass. 

She was arrested in London 
and flown back to Chicago. 


Mardi Gras fun for children too 


By Stacey Plaisance 
Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — A red wagon decorated 
as a shrimp boat with nets extending out from 
either side carried a waving 2-year-old dressed 
as a shellfish being pulled by his parents, who 
wore white rubber shrimping boots. 

The family was among more than 100 revel¬ 
ers marching through the streets of New Or¬ 
leans on Jan. 20 in the Krewe of Confetti Kids 
parade — one of the many kid-centered events 
held during the carnival season leading up to 
Fat Tuesday on Feb. 13. Other children were 
dressed as princesses, mermaids and firefight¬ 
ers, while a brass band serenaded the crowd. 

“I love Mardi Gras,” said Virginia Strong, 7, 
who wore a 1950s-style polka-dot dress with a 
string of pearl beads around her neck. “It’s fun 
to dress up and have fun with your friends.” 

The weekslong celebration leading up to Fat 
Tuesday often is perceived as an adults-only 
holiday with drunken roguishness and women 
flashing their breasts for beads. And to be fair, 
that’s certainly a factor in the French Quarter’s 
famed Bourbon Street festivities. 

But elsewhere, children and families are as 
much a part of the revelry as anyone — many 
say they’re the heart and soul of the holiday. 
Children can be seen lining the parade routes, 
families spend weeks making costumes togeth¬ 
er and there are even kid-centered parades. 

“This is the best quality family time we get 
all year because we spend more weekends 


together costuming and going to parades to¬ 
gether, and it’s just wonderful,” said Ariana 
Maria Ybarra, who has two young girls. 

Ybarra said her family has been spending 
recent weeks preparing for Chewbacchus, 
the Star Wars-themed walking parade in the 
city’s Marigny neighborhood slated for Feb. 3. 
“We’re going as a family of Martians.” 

The largest of the kid parades is Little Ras¬ 
cals, which has floats, marching bands, dancing 
groups, Mardi Gras Indians in full feathered 
headdresses, Cajun Indians on horseback and 
kids tossing cups, beads, toys, pralines, moon 
pies and other snacks. 

“There’s something for everyone, and the 
great thing about it is that the kids are just 
kids,” said Maureen Spittler, who co-founded 
the parade in 1983 with her husband, Jack. 
Launched 35 years ago with about 50 kids and 
three floats, the parade now has nearly 20 floats 
and nearly 300 kids. There’s even a Little Ras¬ 
cals ball — the only formal ball children are 
allowed to attend. The more than 200 kids rid¬ 
ing in Sunday’s parade danced the night away 
Thursday at a glitzy ball held in their honor. 

On Sunday, even a drizzly rain didn’t stop 
thousands of people from lining the parade 
route in Metairie to see the Little Rascals 
parade. 

“This parade is great because it’s all kids,” 
said Angie Eymard, who arrived at the route 
hours ahead of the parade. 



Gerald Herbert/AP 


Royal court troubadour Andrew Perret 
heralds the king and queen at the Little 
Rascals Mardi Gras Ball in Kenner, La., on 
Thursday. 
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Many Puerto Ricans adrift in hotels after Maria 



Chris O'Meara/AP 


Leslie Rivera comforts her son, Aaron, last week inside their hotel room at the 
Rodeway Inn in Tampa, Fla., where they’re living after Hurricane Maria destroyed their 
home in Puerto Rico. 


By Claudia Torrens 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — After they lost their 
home in Puerto Rico to flooding during 
Hurricane Maria, Enghie Melendez and 
her family fled to the U.S. mainland with 
three suitcases and the hope it wouldn’t 
take long to rebuild their lives. It hasn’t 
worked out that way. 

More than four months later, the family 
of five is squeezed into two rooms in a hotel 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. While her husband looks 
for work, they are stuck in limbo, eating off 
paper plates and stepping over clothes in 
cramped quarters as they try to get settled 
in an unfamiliar city. 

“After the hurricane hit, we told the kids 
that every day was going to be an adven¬ 
ture, but not like this,” said Melendez, 43. 
“This is turning out to be really hard.” 

Around the U.S. mainland, many Puerto 
Ricans are similarly adrift in hotels be¬ 
cause of the Sept. 20 hurricane. The move 
north spared them from the misery of 
the storm’s aftermath on the island. But 
the transition has often proved to be dif¬ 
ficult, disruptive and expensive as people 
try to find housing, jobs, schools and even 
furniture and clothes to start fresh on the 
mainland. 

Melendez and her family have moved 
around, staying with relatives, then at a 
homeless shelter, then in a small hotel in 
the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, 
forcing her to change schools for her three 
daughters in the middle of the semester. 

“The instability is terrible,” she said as 
her husband, who worked as a cook at an 
Army base near San Juan, used a glass 
bottle to mash plantains to make a tradi¬ 


tional Puerto Rican dish. 

Adding to the worries for large numbers 
of Puerto Ricans is that hotel reimburse¬ 
ments from the Federal Emergency Man¬ 
agement Agency have started to run out, 
and many say they can’t afford temporary 
housing without assistance. 

“It’s stressful,” said Yalitza Rodriguez, 
35, from the southern Puerto Rico town 


of Yauco. She has been staying at a hotel 
in Queens, N.Y., with her elderly mother 
and husband while he looks for work. “If 
we don’t get an extension, we will have no¬ 
where to live.” 

Maria destroyed between 70,000 and 
75,000 homes and damaged an additional 
300,000, said Leticia Jover, a spokeswoman 
for Puerto Rico’s Housing Department. The 


effects of the storm included the widespread 
loss of power, which is still not restored in 
some places. Many businesses closed. The 
result has been an exodus to the mainland. 

The Center for Puerto Rican Studies 
at Hunter College in 
New York estimated in 
an October study that 
between 114,000 and 
213,000 Puerto Ricans 
would move to the U.S. 
mainland over the next 
12 months. Most were 
expected to settle in 
Florida, followed by 
Pennsylvania, Texas 
and New York. 

FEMA says there 
are nearly 4,000 fami¬ 
lies, more than 10,000 
people, receiving hotel 
assistance from the 
agency in 42 states be¬ 
cause their homes in 
Puerto Rico are too 
damaged to occupy. 
The agency has set 
March 20 as a deadline for the program to 
end overall, but all cases are reviewed for 
eligibility every 30 days. It’s impossible to 
know how many are in temporary housing 
without any aid or staying with families. 

Leslie Rivera, 35, from the central town 
of Caguas, has been shuffling among hotels 
in Tampa, Fla., since December with her 
three kids, ages 13, 10 and 2. She was ap¬ 
proved for subsidized housing and expects 
to be settled soon, but it has been difficult. 

“I feel like I am on the streets because I 
have no clothes. I have nothing for my kids,” 
she said with tears in her eyes. 


I feel like 
I am on 
the streets 
because 
I have no 
clothes. 

I have 
nothing for 
my kids . f 

Leslie Rivera 

Puerto Rico 
resident shuffling 
among Tampa, 
Fla., hotels 


Gold treasure recovered from 1857 
shipwreck to make debut in Calif. 


By Amanda Lee Myers 

Associated Press 

SANTA ANA, Calif. — More 
than $50 million worth of gold 
bars, coins and dust that’s been 
described as the greatest lost 
treasure in U.S. history is about to 
make its public debut in California 
after sitting at the bottom of the 
ocean for more than 150 years. 

The 3,100 gold coins, 45 gold 
bars and more than 80 pounds 
of gold dust recovered from the 
wreckage of the S.S. Central 
America steamship are now sit¬ 
ting in a makeshift laboratory just 
south of Los Angeles. 

Bob Evans, the chief scientist 
on the original voyage that dis¬ 
covered the shipwreck and its 
treasure in 1988, is now painstak¬ 
ingly cleaning each piece of gold 
by hand, soaking it in a solution 
and brushing off rust and grime 
that accumulated as the treasure 
sat 7,000 feet below sea level. 

“This is a whole new season of 
discovery,” Evans told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press from the laboratory 
in Santa Ana, Calif. “We are now 
peering beneath the grime and the 


rust that is on the coins, removing 
those objects and those substances 
and getting to look at the treasure 
as it was in 1857.” 

The Central America was laden 
with booty from the California 
Gold Rush when it sank in a hurri¬ 
cane off the coast of South Carolina 
in 1857. Four hundred and twenty- 
five people 
I drowned, 
and thou¬ 
sands of 
pounds of 
California 
gold were 
lost, contrib¬ 
uting to an 
economic 
| panic. 

Using 

1 sable paint- 
Thompson brushes and 
a cleaning solution, Evans has 
been restoring the gold — some 
of which is completely caked over 
in black gunk — to its original 
luster for the past two weeks. He 
will continue that work through 
February, when the treasure will 
go on public display at the Long 
Beach Convention Center, just 



south of Los Angeles. 

The gold is all for sale. Just one 
tiny coin alone could go for $1 mil¬ 
lion because of its combination 
of rarity and the history behind 
it, said Dwight Manley, manag¬ 
ing partner of the California Gold 
Marketing Group, which is dis¬ 
playing and selling the gold. 

“This is something that in hun¬ 
dreds of years people will still be 
talking about, reading about, look¬ 
ing back on and collecting things 
from,” Manley said. “There’s no 
other ships that sank that haven’t 
been recovered that rival this or 
are similar to this, so it’s really a 
once-in-a-lifetime situation.” 

Meanwhile, the deep-sea trea¬ 
sure hunter responsible for find¬ 
ing the gold in the first place 
continues to sit in an Ohio jail over 
his handling of the original trea¬ 
sure recovered from the Central 
America. 

Treasure hunter and Ohio na¬ 
tive Tommy Thompson found the 
ship in 1988 after persuading 161 
local investors to fund the voyage 
for nearly $13 million. 

A lengthy battle ensued over 
who owned the gold, with Thomp¬ 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


Chief scientist Bob Evans looks at gold bars recovered from the S.S. 
Central America steamship in a Santa Ana, Calif., laboratory Jan. 23. 


son and his investors eventually 
emerging as the victors over a 
group of insurance companies. 
Thompson’s company sold 532 
gold bars and thousands of coins 
to the California Gold Marketing 
Group for about $50 million in 
2000. 

Investors never saw any of 
those proceeds. In 2005, they 
sued Thompson, who then went 
into seclusion in Florida and later 
became a fugitive after an Ohio 
judge issued a warrant for his ar¬ 
rest in 2012. 

Authorities tracked Thompson 
to a Florida hotel room in 2015. 
A judge has held Thompson in 


contempt since December 2015 
for violating terms of a plea deal 
by refusing to answer questions 
about the location of 500 missing 
gold coins. He’s been jailed ever 
since. 

Thompson has previously said 
the coins were turned over to a 
trust in Belize. He also has said 
that the $50 million from the sale 
of the gold mostly went toward 
legal fees and bank loans. 

Recovered in 2014, the gold 
going on display in California next 
month is only the second round of 
treasure brought up from Central 
America. Manley bought the gold 
from investors this month. 
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Witness: Kim met 
Korean American 
before his murder 



The banks of the river 
downstream. 


:l Euler/AP 

e are flooded in Paris on Monday. Floodwaters are now threatening towns 


Paris floodwaters reach peak 


Associated Press 

PARIS — Floodwaters have reached a peak in 
Paris and are now threatening towns downstream 
along the rain-engorged Seine River. 

Weeks of heavy rains have swollen the Seine and 
tributaries, forcing road closures, engulfing sce¬ 
nic embankments and halting river boat cruises 
through the French capital. 

The national flood monitoring agency Vigicrues 
said the water levels hit a maximum height of 19 
feet, 2 inches on the Austerlitz scale early Monday. 

That’s below initial fears last week, and well below 
record levels of 28 feet, 3 inches in 1910. 

The waters are expected to stay unusually high 
for days or weeks. 

That’s bad news for tourists hoping to cruise 
past Paris sites on the famed “bateaux mouches” 


riverboats, or visit the bottom floor of the Louvre 
Museum, closed since last week as a precaution. 
Riverside train stations along the line that serves 
Versailles are also closed and will remain that way 
for several more days. 

Water laps the underside of historic bridges, and 
treetops and lampposts poke out of the brown, swirl¬ 
ing Seine. 

But Paris is better prepared than when it was last 
hit by heavy flooding in 2016, and Parisians have 
largely taken disruptions in stride this time. 

Other towns on the surging Seine have seen it 
much worse. 

The floods have caused damage in 242 towns along 
the river and tributaries, and are now threatening 
more towns as the Seine heads downstream west of 
Paris toward Normandy and the English Channel. 


Australia seeking to become a 
leading defense industry exporter 


By Rod McGuirk 

Associated Press 



Daniel Munoz, AAP Image/AP 


Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, left, talks to Thales CEO 
Chris Jenkins during a visit to Thales Underwater Systems in Sydney 
on Monday. 


Associated Press 

SHAH ALAM, Malaysia — A 
police witness said Monday that 
the estranged half brother of 
North Korea’s leader met with an 
unidentified Korean American 
man on a Malaysian resort island 
four days before he was mur¬ 
dered, as the trial of two women 
accused of killing him resumed. 

Siti Aisyah, 25, of Indonesia, 
and Doan Thi Huong, 29, of Viet¬ 
nam are accused of smearing VX 
nerve agent on Kim Jong Nam’s 
face in a crowded airport termi¬ 
nal in Kuala Lumpur last Feb. 
13. They pleaded not guilty to 
murder charges when their trial 
began Oct. 2. The two are the 
only suspects in custody, though 
prosecutors have said four North 
Koreans who fled the country 
were also involved. 

Chief police investigating offi¬ 
cer Wan Azirul Nizam Che Wan 
Aziz told the court Monday that 
Kim flew from Macau to Kuala 
Lumpur last Feb. 6 and went to 
the northern island of Langkawi 
two days later. He said Kim met 
with the Korean American at 
a Langkawi hotel the next day, 
but he didn’t know the man’s 
identity and it wasn’t related to 
the $138,000 in cash found in 
Kim’s backpack when he was 
murdered. 

Wan Azirul was responding to 
questions from Gooi Soon Seng, 
Aisyah’s lawyer, who asked him 
to confirm a report by the Japa¬ 
nese newspaper Asahi Shimbun 
that Kim had met in Langkawi 
with a U.S. intelligence agent who 
was based in Bangkok. 

“Until now, the identity of the 
man is not known,” Wan Azirul 


Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— The U.S. and Australia are due 
to join the search for survivors 
from a ferry that sank near the 
remote Pacific nation of Kiribati 
after seven people were rescued 
from a lifeboat, officials said 
Monday. 

A New Zealand military plane 
used radar to find the wooden 
dinghy Sunday, more than a week 
after a ferry carrying an estimat¬ 
ed 50 people between two Kiri¬ 
bati islands disappeared. 

The survivors told rescuers 
they’d drifted for four days on the 
lifeboat and had no water. 

The military dropped supplies 
to the survivors, who were later 
picked up by a fishing boat. 


told the court. He said he could 
not remember the hotel name or 
whether the room was registered 
under Kim or the man, prompt¬ 
ing a lashing from Gooi for his 
“severe lapse of memory.” 

Wan Azirul said an analysis of 
Kim’s laptop showed it was last 
used on Feb. 9. He said Kim re¬ 
turned to Kuala Lumpur on Feb. 
12, a day before he was killed 
while waiting for a flight back to 
Macau. 

The trial is to resume Tuesday. 

Gooi has told reporters that 
Kim’s killing was likely a politi¬ 
cal assassination because of in¬ 
volvement by the North Korean 
Embassy. A police witness has 
testified that a car used to take 
the North Korean suspects to the 
airport on the day of the murder 
belonged to the embassy. The 
court also heard that an embassy 
official met the suspects before 
they fled and facilitated their 
check-in at the airport. 

If they are convicted, the two 
women could face the death pen¬ 
alty, but not if they lacked intent 
to kill. Defense lawyers say the 
women believed they were play¬ 
ing a prank for a hidden-camera 
TV show. Prosecutors contend 
the women knew they were han¬ 
dling poison. 

Kim, the eldest son in the fam¬ 
ily that has ruled North Korea 
since its founding, had been liv¬ 
ing abroad for years after falling 
out of favor. It is thought he could 
have been seen as a threat to 
the rule of his half brother, Kim 
Jong Un. Malaysian officials have 
never officially accused North 
Korea of involvement in Kim’s 
death and have made it clear they 
don’t want the trial politicized. 


New Zealand’s Rescue Coordi¬ 
nation Centre said an Australian 
maritime jet and a U.S. Coast 
Guard C-130 Hercules are due to 
join the search by Tuesday. 

Senior Search and Rescue Offi¬ 
cer Greg Johnston said the seven 
survivors were all in reasonable 
health, and that a Kiribati marine 
patrol boat with medical workers 
onboard is due to pick them up 
Tuesday. 

New Zealand’s military said 
Sunday that the survivors were 
six adults and an unconscious 
baby. The rescue center said Mon¬ 
day that the survivors were three 
men, three women and a 14-year- 
old girl. The two agencies weren’t 
able to immediately reconcile 
their differing accounts. 


CANBERRA, Australia — Aus¬ 
tralia’s government announced a 
strategy Monday to create high- 
tech jobs and become one of the 
top 10 defense industry exporting 
countries within a decade through 
arms sales to like-minded nations 
while also keeping those weapons 
from rogue regimes. 

Australia will create a $3.1 bil¬ 
lion fund to lend to exporters that 
banks are reluctant to finance, a 
central defense export office and 
expand the roles of defense at¬ 
taches in Australian embassies 
around the world. 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turn- 
bull said that with $200 billion 
Australian dollars budgeted to 
increase Australian defense capa¬ 
bilities in the next decade, Austra¬ 
lia should rank higher than 20th 
among arms-exporting countries. 
The planned Australian military 
build-up was the largest in its 
peace-time history, he said. 

“Given the size of our defense 
budget, we should be a lot higher 
up the scale than that. So the goal 
is to get into the top 10,” Turnbull 
told reporters. 

Defense Industry Minister 


Christopher Pyne said Australia 
would focus on growing sales to 
its biggest markets including the 
United States, Britain, Canada 
and New Zealand, which already 
import Australian-made equip¬ 
ment including the Bushmaster 
armored vehicle and the Nulka 
missile decoy. The five nations 
belong to an intelligence-sharing 
network known as the Five Eyes. 

“We want to support the United 
States, the U.K., New Zealand, 
Canada, our European friends 


and allies, Japan, South Korea, et 
cetera, in what is a building up of 
the global military capability of 
countries like ourself who sup¬ 
port the rules-based international 
order,” Pyne said. 

Turnbull said the strategy was 
about creating hi-tech Australian 
jobs and not a response to any na¬ 
tional threat, such as increasing 
tensions and the Chinese military 
build-up in the South China Sea 
over competing territorial claims. 


US, Australia to join search 
for Pacific ferry survivors 
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Quakes force Dutch to mull 
giving up extraction of gas 



Peter Dejong/AP 


Support beams stabilize a historic farm in Hunzinge, northern 
Netherlands, on Jan. 19. Homes in Groningen province are affected 
by a series of small tremors caused by decades of gas extraction. 


By Mike Corder 

Associated. Press 

ZEERIJP,Netherlands—When 
Nienke Bastiaans fell in love 
with and bought a 17th-century 
thatched house in a rural Dutch 
village, there was one person 
who warned about possible earth¬ 
quakes due to gas extraction. 

“Nobody listened to him,” she 
said. 

Now, 20 years later, thousands 
of homes in the northeastern 
Groningen province are facing 
reinforcement or even demoli¬ 
tion because of hundreds of small 
tremors caused by decades of gas 
extraction. The scope of the prob¬ 
lem is forcing the Dutch govern¬ 
ment to confront the prospect of 
a future without locally produced 
gas and lucrative gas tax revenue 
years earlier than previously 
expected. 

Bastiaans and her husband, 
Tom Robinson, just had the entire 
front wall of their home reinforced 
— paid for by the gas extraction 
company — and two chimneys 
replaced because of fears that 
another tremor could send them 
crashing through the roof. 

The work was completed 


shortly before a shallow mag- 
nitude-3.4 earthquake on Jan. 8 
directly under their village jolted 
the region and rekindled calls for 
the government to end gas ex¬ 
traction. The 
quake — the 
most power¬ 
ful to hit the 
region in five 
years — trig¬ 
gered nearly 
3,000 reports 
of property 
damage, in¬ 
cluding a long 
vertical crack 
in Zeerijp’s 
historic 
church tower. 

Thousands 
marched in 
Groningen on Jan. 19 to pro¬ 
test the gas extraction-caused 
earthquakes. 

The quakes occur because gas 
extraction lowers the pressure in 
a layer of porous sandstone about 
1.9 miles below the Earth’s sur¬ 
face. That causes layers in the 
sandstone to be squashed togeth¬ 
er. If this happens along natural 
fault lines in the rock, it can cause 
tension and lead to sudden shifts. 

“(The January quake) makes 


crystal clear the deep impact of 
the downside of gas extraction on 
Groningen and Groningers. The 
damage to their houses, the con¬ 
cerns, the feelings of insecurity, 
but also the lack of clarity about 
when their damage will be dealt 
with,” said Gerald Schotman, 
director of the Netherlands Pe¬ 
troleum Company, known by its 
Dutch acronym NAM. 

But the government can’t just 
order NAM to turn off the gas ex¬ 
traction machinery that dots the 
flat Groningen landscape. Some 
90 percent of Dutch homes use 
the gas, and the government has 
long-term contracts to sell gas to 
neighboring countries. 

“They call our gas extraction 
‘the Dutch disease,”’ said Jorien 
de Lege, of Friends of the Earth. 
“(Gas) gave us great wealth, be¬ 
cause our governments ... got 
the revenue from all the gas and 
so our cities have blossomed be¬ 
cause of the gas money. And now 
we’ve gotten sort of lazy, because 
every time that we want to change 
something we realize that our 
whole society is made out of gas.” 

Energy giants Shell and Esso — 
now ExxonMobil — set up NAM 
in 1947. In 1959, NAM discovered 


the Groningen gas field, one of 
the world’s largest, with 98,870 
billion cubic feet of reserves. It 
has been incredibly lucrative for 
NAM and the Dutch government. 
In the 2016 financial year, NAM 
paid just over $3.7 billion to the 
Dutch government and made a 
net profit of $654 million. 

But faced with growing un¬ 
rest in the earthquake region, 
the Dutch government has in re¬ 
cent years cut the amount of gas 
extracted. And after the Zeerijp 
quake, Economic Affairs Minis¬ 
ter Eric Wiebes wrote to Parlia¬ 
ment to say “gas production levels 
have to come down” even more. 

Tom Postmes, of Groningen 
University, said the effects of the 


quakes on public health are seri¬ 
ous. “It revolves around stress,” 
he said. “We discovered (that 
people) who have damage to their 
home initially are not too badly 
affected. But over time — and es¬ 
pecially if they have multiple in¬ 
stances of damage to their home 

— they tend to get very upset.” 
He said some 10,000 people 

have serious health issues caused 
by the stress. 

Hans Warink, whose 25-year- 
old house in the village of Lop- 
persum has undergone repeated 
repairs, is one such victim. 

“There is so much stress and 
tension,” he said. “The sadness 

— it’s no longer the cracks in the 
walls; it’s the cracks in my soul.” 


It’s no 
longer the 
cracks in 
the walls; 
it’s the 
cracks in 
my soul. * 

Hans Warink 

Loppersum 

resident 


New liquor rules 
give Lithuanians 
a tough hangover 

By Liudas Dapkus 

Associated Press 

VILNIUS, Lithuania — One of the heaviest drink¬ 
ing nations in the world is facing a severe hangover. 

Lithuania’s new liquor law has increased the legal 
drinking age from 18 to 20, banned alcohol adver¬ 
tising and drastically curtailed opening hours for 
liquor stores. The law, in effect since Jan. 1, has 
stirred major controversy in this Baltic nation of 2.9 
million people. 

According to the World Health Organization, 
Lithuanians’ per-capita alcohol consumption 
jumped more than 22 percent in a decade — from 
15.7 quarts of pure alcohol annually in 2006 to 19.2 
quarts in 2016. Authorities felt drastic measures 
were needed. 

“We had to do something about it,” said Health 
Minister Aurelijus Veryga, the main proponent of 
the new legislation. [Alcoholism] “makes Lithuania 
unattractive to foreign investments and tourism.” 

“Especially shocking are surveys showing that a 
third of our 15- and 16-year-olds consume alcohol 
regularly,” Veryga noted. 

With 36 per 100,000 people, Lithuania has the 
highest suicide rate in Europe, and suicide rates 
among alcoholics are consistently high, according 
to a study conducted by health specialists at Vilnius 
University. 

“These were hard decisions,” Veryga said, noting 
that opponents of the new law were trying “to make 
fools” of its supporters, including him. 

Veryga became minister in late 2016 when his 
party — Union of Farmers and Greens Union — 
claimed most seats at the national elections. The 
party has pushed ahead with several conservative 



Mindaugas Kulbis/AP 

A restaurant worker pours wine into a decanter 
on Jan. 20 as bottles are no longer allowed to be 
displayed in restaurants after 8 p.m. 

law changes in family policy, despite public protests 
and disagreements with coalition partners. 

Publishers have rushed to remove — or cover with 
red stickers — liquor ads from foreign publications 
distributed in the country to avoid fines of $37,480 
per ad. 

Restaurants have also been affected. Wine bottles 
are no longer allowed to be displayed after 8 p.m. 
as its labels are considered advertising and patrons 
have a choice of buying wine by the glass or having 
it served in a decanter. 

“This is just ridiculous,” said Arunas Starkus, 
study director at the Sommelier School of Lithuania, 
calling the new rules “simply irrational and naive.” 

“It takes decades to change people’s customs and 
it has to be done by changing the culture, not by 
implementing restrictions and penalties,” Starkus 
said. 

Veryga, for his part, was unmoved. 

“Nobody will solve these problems for us,” Very¬ 
ga said. “We must... help the new generation grow 
up not thinking that alcohol is the main factor that 
unites and keeps our society together.” 


Malaysia’s top court 
nullifies unilateral 
conversion of minors 


By Eileen Ng 

Associated Press 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malay¬ 
sia — Malaysia’s top court said 
in a landmark decision Monday 
both parents must consent to the 
religious conversion of a minor, 
ruling unanimously in favor of a 
Hindu woman whose ex-husband 
converted their three children to 
Islam without telling her. 

The ruling ended a nine-year 
legal tussle for M.Indira Gandhi, 
whose former husband became a 
Muslim and converted their three 
children in 2009. He also snatched 
their daughter, then 11 months 
old, from the family home. 

She won custody of the three 
children and challenged their 
conversions in civil courts of 
Malaysia’s dual-court system. A 
lower court annulled them, but the 
Court of Appeal overturned the 
ruling, saying civil courts had no 
jurisdiction over Islamic conver¬ 
sions. The ruling was appealed to 
the nation’s highest court. 

The five-member panel in the 
Federal Court found the children’s 
conversions unlawful as they were 
done without Gandhi’s consent. 

“This is a landmark decision 
and a victory for all Malaysians,” 
said M.Kulasegaran, Gandhi’s 


lawyer. 

He said the ruling clearly 
showed civil courts are the para¬ 
mount courts and can hear mat¬ 
ters related to Islamic affairs 
even if there is a contradictory 
Sharia court decision. There are 
many similar disputes involv¬ 
ing the unilateral conversion of 
children to Islam and the ruling 
meant that non-Muslims now can 
seek redress in the civil courts, he 
added. 

Muslims, who are 60 percent of 
Malaysia’s 31 million people, are 
governed by Islamic courts while 
non-Muslims go to civil courts to 
settle family, marriage and other 
personal disputes. But the law is 
vague on which court has author¬ 
ity over disputes between Mus¬ 
lims and non-Muslims, especially 
within a family. 

Critics accuse the ethnic Malay 
Muslim-dominated government of 
doing too little to resolve problems. 
The government has become in¬ 
creasingly reliant on support from 
Islamic and right-wing pressure 
groups as other constituencies 
flock to the opposition. 

Last year, the government with¬ 
drew a proposed law that sought to 
end unilateral conversions of chil¬ 
dren ahead of general elections 
due in the next few months. 
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By Fred Hiatt 

The Washington Post 

M essage to Republicans: You 
can be pro-growth. You can be 
anti-immigration. But, honest¬ 
ly, you can’t be both. 

Now, within the immigration debate, 
there are a lot of questions with no obvious 
right answers. 

What’s the right balance of immigrants 
admitted for their skills and those allowed 
in because they have relatives here? 

How much effort should be devoted to 
tracking down the undocumented, and 
how much to punishing companies that 
hire them? 

What should we do about the millions of 
immigrants who came here illegally a de¬ 
cade or more ago and have become estab¬ 
lished members of their communities? 

And — what is the right number of legal 
immigrants every year from now on? 

Big, complicated questions — which is 
why Congress shouldn’t try to solve them 
all between now and Feb. 8, its self-im¬ 
posed deadline for resolving the issue of 
the “Dreamers.” In the few days that re¬ 
main, the best it could do would be to, well, 
resolve the issue of the Dreamers — the 
undocumented immigrants who were 
brought here as young children through 
no fault of their own, who obey the law and 
who go to school or work or serve in the 
military. 

They are American in all but legal sta¬ 
tus. Give them a path to citizenship, as 
President Donald Trump has proposed. 
Give Trump the money for his wall (until 
he gets that check from Mexico). Punt on 
the big, complicated questions, something 
Congress certainly knows how to do. Ev¬ 
eryone declares victory, and the govern- 


By Rana B. Khoury 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 

I n a speech at Stanford University 
recently, Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson outlined “the way forward” 
for the United States in Syria. He an¬ 
nounced that the U.S. military would have 
an open-ended presence inside the coun¬ 
try and envisioned a Syria free of Islamic 
State, al-Qaida, Iran, weapons of mass de¬ 
struction and President Bashar Assad. He 
also laid out a “new” strategy to achieve 
all this: Buttressed by its military, the U.S. 
will expend diplomatic energy on stabili¬ 
zation programs and the U.N.-led political 
process. 

But nearly seven years after the Syrian 
uprising and civil war first erupted, the 
U.S. has yet to play more than a marginal 
role in the Syria story. New rhetoric from 
the State Department won’t put us on a 
new track. 

When he was in office, President Barack 
Obama limited military support for Syr¬ 
ia’s Arab rebels, opted against targeting 
Assad’s forces, engaged militarily only 
with the militant group ISIS and ultimately 
provided some support for Kurdish rebels. 

Under President Donald Trump, the 
level of U.S. involvement has stayed more 
or less steady. Trump ended a CIA pro¬ 
gram supporting rebels, lobbed bombs at 
a Syrian air base in a one-off and has fo¬ 
cused the fight on ISIS. He also bolstered 
Kurdish rebels fighting under the umbrella 
of the Syrian Democratic Forces, arming 
and leading them in their effort to drive 
ISIS out of Raqqa. Russia did the same for 
Assad’s forces in Dair Alzour, and ISIS has 
now been pushed out of Syria’s northeast. 

Now the State Department and the 
Agency for International Development are 


ment doesn’t shut down. 

Of course, that would leave us still facing 
the big questions. Ideally, Congress would 
schedule a serious debate on them for the 
spring. Ideally, it would be conducted in a 
constructive spirit — acknowledging, for 
example, that reasonable people can dis¬ 
agree on skills vs. family. 

But ideally, also, it would be conducted 
with an understanding that those who 
favor a drastic, absolute drop in the level 
of immigration, as many Republicans do, 
would be making a choice about America’s 
future. 

They would be turning us into Japan. 

Now, to be clear, Japan is a wondrous 
nation, with an ancient, complex culture, 
welcoming people, innovative industry — a 
great deal to teach the world. 

But Japan also is a country that admits 
few immigrants — and, as a result, it is 
an aging, shrinking nation. By 2030, more 
than half the country will be over age 50. 
By 2050 there will be more than three 
times as many old people (65 and over) as 
children (14 and under). Already, deaths 
substantially outnumber births. Its popula¬ 
tion of 127 million is forecast to shrink by a 
third over the next half-century. 

Japan is a pioneer and an extreme ver¬ 
sion of where much of the First World is 
headed as longevity increases and fertil¬ 
ity declines. The likely consequences are 
slower economic growth, reduced innova¬ 
tion, labor shortages and huge pressure on 
pensions. If you think our entitlement poli¬ 
tics are fraught, think about this: In Japan 
in 2050, the old-age dependency ratio 

— the number of people 65 and over as a 
percentage of the number who are 15 to 64 

— is projected to be 71.2 percent. 

The comparable figure for the United 
States is 36.4 percent, up from 25.7 percent 


undertaking a massive stabilization effort 
in the northeast, in cooperation with the 
U.S. military. They are rebuilding infra¬ 
structure, extending services like water 
and electricity and creating local councils 
to undertake governance. 

While this may seem like a significant 
commitment, the desert region is scarce¬ 
ly inhabited compared with the west and 
south, where 80 percent of the Syrian pop¬ 
ulation lived before the conflict broke out. 
In its attempts to foster local leadership, 
the U.S. is clumsily balancing between 
Arab inhabitants and the well-organized 
Kurds, who liberated the area from ISIS. 

In the process, the U.S. is snubbing the 
Turkish government, which presides over 
a statelet in northern Aleppo and has re¬ 
cently launched a military incursion 
against the United States’ Kurdish allies 
in the northwest. The U.S. is also avoid¬ 
ing Assad’s government, which, assisted 
by Russia and Iran, has been recapturing 
territory across the country and is likely to 
take control of the northeast. 

There is potential for the U.S. to oversee 
a settlement between the Kurds and the 
central government, but Tillerson has not 
indicated if he will usher in any such pro¬ 
cess. So far, the U.S. has been party to only 
one cease-fire, in Syria’s south. 

Meanwhile, supposed “de-escalation 
zones” in central and northwestern Syria 
remain hot spots. In Idlib, the only Syrian 
governorate that Arab rebels control, the 
militant group and former al-Qaida affili¬ 
ate Hayat Tahrir al Sham is taking over, 
pushing out civilian and military elements 
of the more moderate Syrian opposition. 
Lately, Assad’s forces have made inroads 
in Idlib, newly displacing hundreds of thou¬ 
sands. Russia and Iran have some sway 
over Assad, while Turkey has influence on 


in 2020. Still high, but if it proves manage¬ 
able, we will have immigration to thank. 
America still attracts dynamic, hard-work¬ 
ing people from around the world, and they 
and their offspring help keep our popula¬ 
tion and our economy growing, as recent 
Pew Research Center and International 
Monetary Fund papers explain. 

The wave of immigration over the past 
half-century also has changed the face of 
the nation, reducing the share of the white 
population from what it would have been 
and increasing the share of Asians and 
Hispanics. It’s not surprising that some 
people find this disorienting. 

But as so often happens with such de¬ 
bates, perceptions lag reality. Nearly half 
(48 percent) of immigrants these days 
have college degrees, as a fact sheet from 
the Migration Policy Institute last year 
showed. A quarter of technology company 
start-ups between 2008 and 2012 included 
at least one foreign-born founder. As in¬ 
comes and education levels rise around the 
world, in other words, the skills mix of U.S. 
immigration is already changing, without 
any changes in our laws. 

Here’s the bottom line: I think we should 
remain open to immigrants because it’s 
part of who we are as a nation, because 
every generation of newcomers — even, or 
maybe especially, the ones who come with 
nothing but moxie and a tolerance for risk 
— has enriched and improved us. 

But you don’t have to buy into any of that 
Statue of Liberty stuff to favor immigra¬ 
tion, because naked self-interest leads to 
the very same conclusion. A vote to choke 
off immigration is a vote for stagnation and 
decline. 

Fred Hiatt is The Washington Post’s editorial page 


some of the rebels. But the U.S. has no pull 
in that region or the other such zones. 

There have been two different sets of 
negotiations on Syria. Russia, Turkey 
and Iran have presided over talks in As¬ 
tana, Kazakhstan. Besides creating the 
de-escalation zones, the Astana talks may 
serve only to keep government and opposi¬ 
tion delegates organized and prepared for 
other negotiations. The U.S. is merely an 
observer at these talks. 

Then there are the United Nations-led 
negotiations in Geneva. The U.S. has par¬ 
ticipated in all eight rounds of the U.N. 
talks, but it hasn’t taken on a leadership 
role, and so far the talks haven’t yielded 
anything concrete. It’s unclear what Tiller- 
son’s renewed commitment to the ongoing 
process would mean, if anything. 

The U.N.-led process aims to implement 
Resolution 2254, which calls for U.N.-su- 
pervised elections and constitutional re¬ 
forms. But since 1945, only one-quarter 
of more than 100 civil wars have ended in 
a negotiated settlement. Most of the time, 
one party militarily defeats the others. 

Assad now has control over all of Syr¬ 
ia’s major population centers, where re¬ 
construction contracts are already being 
forged. He has refused to concede that he 
is fighting anything but a war on terror¬ 
ism. And he retains more popular support 
in Syria than the West has been willing to 
acknowledge. 

Tillerson may envision a Syria free of 
violence, one to which refugees and dis¬ 
placed people could return. But the U.S. is 
doing little to make it so. 

Rana B. Khoury is a doctoral candidate in political 
science at Northwestern University. 


Tillerson’s magical plans for Syria lack a wand 
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Two U.S. Marines try to help a Marine who was severely wounded in the battle for the tower guarding the Eastern Gate of the walled citadel in Hue, Vietnam, on Feb. 15, 1968. 


‘Serious business’ 



Americans remember 
grinding, exhausting Hue 
battle as ‘particularly brutal’ 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

HUE, Vietnam — As 1968 
dawned, Hue in South Vietnam 
had largely been spared the 
violence of war. 

As the 150-year seat of Viet¬ 
nam’s final dynasty that ended in 
1945, the city was venerated by 
Communist-led North Vietnam 
and by American-supported 
South Vietnam. 

That all changed Jan. 30,1968, 
when fighters from the North 
Vietnamese Army, or NVA, and 
Viet Cong — supporters to the 
Communist cause living in the 
South — seized Hue as part of 
the sprawling Tet Offensive, 
beginning what would be the 
bloodiest, longest battle Ameri¬ 


can troops would face during the 
Vietnam War. 

On the ground, the battle was 
a decisive victory for American 
and South Vietnamese troops, 
with Communist forces routed 
after almost a month of intense 
fighting. But media images of 
dead and wounded Marines, 
hollow-eyed refugees 
and a city laid waste 
undermined efforts by 
American officials to 
convince the public that 
the enemy was demoral¬ 
ized and near collapse, 
that the end of the Vietnam 
War was within sight. 

Within a year newly elected 
President Richard Nixon would 
set in motion plans to withdraw 
American troops from Vietnam, 


with the goal of turning the war 
over to the South Vietnamese 
army. 

“The whole city just stank of 
corruption and rotting and death 
and cordite,” said Dale Dye, a 
Marine Corps correspondent 
who fought his way through most 
of the 26-day 
battle. 


“It was, I guess, the one battle 
that still haunts me because you 
saw so many things,” he said, 
pausing to think of the words to 
sum it up. “I don’t think it was 
because I was naive; I think it 


was because it was that brutal.” 

Today, Hue (pronounced 
“hway”) is a tourist mecca with 
little evidence of such a violent 
clash. Tourists walk through the 
open grounds of the sprawling 
imperial Citadel, where scores 
of buildings were destroyed 
and hundreds of fighters died in 
close-quarters combat. 

As the lunar new year began in 
1968,10 battalions of Viet Cong 
and NVA moved to occupy Hue, 
divided by the wide Perfume 
River, with the imperial Citadel 
to the north of the river and the 
newer part of the city — filled 
with French colonial-style build¬ 
ings — to the south. 

The sole U.S. presence in Hue 
had been a headquarters com¬ 
pound of the Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam, or MACV. 
Its staff advised the Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam, or 
ARVN, whose headquarters 
were in the Citadel. There were 
no Marines in the city. 


Below: A U.S. Marine takes aim 
with his M16 on the streets 
of Hue. Marines battled the 
Viet Cong and the North 
Vietnamese Army house by 
house, street by street, in 
a bloody effort to retake 
the former capital of 
Vietnam and its Citadel. 


On the front page: 
A Marine sniper in Hue. 
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“Essentially overnight the VC 
and NVA captured the whole 
city,” said James Willbanks, 
author of “The Tet Offensive: A 
Concise History” and General 
of the Army George C. Mar¬ 
shall chair of military history 
at the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College in Leaven¬ 
worth, Kan. 

The two compounds were 
surrounded. 

Marines from Phu Bai Combat 
Base, about 8 miles south of 
Hue, were the first relief to be 
sent to help defend the MACV 
compound. 

Dye was at Phu Bai, along with 
Steve Berntsen, a fellow combat 
correspondent, when he heard 
about some kind of dustup in 
Hue, despite the North’s an¬ 
nouncement in late 1967 that 
it would observe a seven-day 
ceasefire for Tet. 

“It became obvious on the trip 
up that something was wrong, 
because we didn’t see many 
people out to celebrate,” said 
Dye, adding that “all hell broke 
loose” as his convoy of Marines 
entered southern Hue. 

“It was plunging fire at the 
time from enemy troops that 
were on high buildings on either 
side,” he said. “We realized 


very quickly that we were in a 
mess here and that this was no 
small uprising. This was serious 
business.” 

Berntsen also recalled heading 
up to Hue after hearing reports 
of snipers there. When the con¬ 
voy he was on crossed the final 
canal bridge into the south side 
of Hue, it came under intense 
fire by machine guns, mor¬ 
tars and grenades. The convoy 
reached the MACV compound, 
and soon after, the enemy blew 
up the bridge. 

Berntsen said he was “struck 
and surprised” at the compound 
as he took in the sight of corpses 
in the streets around it. 

The immediate and obvious 
problem for the Marines in Hue 
was that they had no training for 
urban fighting, Dye said. 

Every round fired ricocheted 
off stone walls and streets, 
shredding into deadly pieces of 
shrapnel; rock fragments scat¬ 
tered with their own velocity. 
“They can kill you as much as 
anything else,” Dye said. 

Berntsen said it was “the guys 
who grew up in the big cities” 
who took the lead in this new 
breed of fighting in the Vietnam 
War. 

SEE HUE ON PAGE 16 


John OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


Using a kitchen table for support, a Marine takes a position in a doorway on a Hue street. 



At stripes.com/vietnam50 


Video: A firsthand 
account of Hue 


From the archives: 

The battle of Khe Sanh 


The Battle of Hue was one of the 
hardest fought battles in the Vietnam 
War. Richard Prince, a Marine Corps 
veteran, sat down with Stars and Stripes 
to discuss his experiences at Hue. 


While most have heard of the Battle for Khe Sanh, an 11-week siege 
in early 1968 that pitted about 20,000 NVA troops against a single 
surrounded and cut-off U.S. Marine regiment of about 5,000 and 
their supporting forces, few have heard of the men of Bravo, the 
“ghost patrol” and subsequent Marine retaliation for the slaughter. 
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Marines scale 
the rubble of 
the Dong Ba gate 
and tower that guard 
the eastern outer wall 
of the Citadel, the ancient 
Imperial capital’s fortress, 
during the battle for Hue. 

John OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


Hue: Marines became 
obsessed with seeing 
Viet Cong flag lowered 


FROM PAGE 15 

“They knew how to move and 
maneuver and how to get around 
in the city, in city blocks, in 
buildings,” he said. “They pretty 
much took charge of leading the 
squads into the buildings, up the 
stairs.” 

The Marines spent about 10 
days sweeping through the south 
of Hue clearing the buildings 
along Le Loi Street, which paral¬ 
leled the Perfume River. Among 
them were the hospital, provin¬ 
cial headquarters and university 
— all large complexes and forti¬ 
fied by the NVA for battle to the 
last man, Berntsen said. 

On a second-floor hospital 
ward an enemy fighter who had 
been posing as a patient leaped 
out of bed firing an AK47. A 
nurse charged up a stairwell, 
firing a Kalashnikov automatic 
rifle as she went. 

By Feb. 12, the south side of 
the city had largely been secured 
except for a few pockets. 

It had been an exhaust¬ 
ing, grinding fight, but as the 
Marines gained footholds in 
the major buildings on Le Loi, 
“everybody began to turn and 
look across the river knowing 
that we would have to go over 
and eventually attack the Citadel 
over there,” Dye said. 

Fight for the Citadel 

The massive Citadel was a 
square of fortified stone walls, 
with each side about a mile long. 
Most of the wall was about 2 
yards thick, but wider in some 
spots. Surrounding the entire 
thing was a moat. 

Inside the Citadel was a war¬ 
ren of small shops and homes 
that had been built over many 
years. They surrounded the 
Imperial City, another walled 
bastion at the core of the Citadel. 

“It was like a Connecticut 
Yankee in King Arthur’s Court,” 
Dye said. “We were like, ‘What 
the hell are we going to do with 
this thing?’” 

Tens of thousands of labor¬ 
ers worked for 30 years to build 
the Citadel, moving millions of 
cubic feet of earth and rock. In 
less than two weeks in February 
1968, almost all of the Impe¬ 
rial City’s 160 buildings were 
destroyed. 

The Marines began a concert¬ 
ed assault on the Citadel on Feb. 
13, joining South Vietnamese 
troops who had killed hundreds 
of enemy troops over 10 days 
while trying to retake northern 
and western portions of the 
walled stronghold. 

Berntsen, who said he was 
“exhausted, hungry, pretty much 
numbed” by everything he’d 
seen on the south side, had the 
chance to go back to the Marine 
base camp and sit out the Citadel 


chapter. 

But there was a Viet Cong flag 
flying over the Citadel. 

“That had become an obses¬ 
sion with the Marines — includ¬ 
ing myself — and I wanted to 
be there to see that when it was 
taken down,” he said. 

Dye recalled at one point the 
Marines were ordered to push 
from north to south inside the 
Imperial City wall and clear all 
NVA. 

“We organized ourselves in 
a line and tried to sweep south¬ 
ward, but people were getting 
shot up and we were running into 
ambushes and having to clear 
houses so that line just never re¬ 
ally held all it could,” he said. 

“That really turned into a 
meat grinder, because they had 
those walls and we were down 
on the streets,” Dye said. “It was 
brutal.” 

“I guess the thing that stays 
with me is how close everything 
was,” he said. “In the jungle 
you tend to see fleeting shad¬ 
ows and you see muzzle flash, 
but you rarely see the bad guy. 
You rarely see the enemy. But 
that wasn’t the case in Hue. I 
mean, you saw those guys; you 
saw them put the rifle on their 
shoulder and shoot at you. You 
see them everywhere.” 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 


Online gallery 

See more photographs 
taken by Stars and Stripes’ 
John Olson at Hue and 
Khe Sanh in 1968. 

stripes.com/vietnam50 
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They were in constant need of resupply of 
hand grenades. 

“We were using every one we had, and any¬ 
thing else we had,” Dye said. 

They also needed a flow of replacements for 
wounded or killed Marines. 

“They’d still have their airline boarding 
passes in their pockets,” he said. “They were 
just being pumped up in there. 

“I’ve never seen more shell-shocked and 
just plain exhausted troops anywhere in my 
life,” Dye said. “There just never seemed to be 
an end to it. The more we killed, the more we 
found. 

“When we would sweep along the walls try¬ 
ing to get to these gate accesses, they would 
dig into these holes and you just walk right up 
on them. I remember jumping into one hole 
and shooting a guy, an NVA trooper who was in 
that hole.” 

Bemtsen spent his days on the Citadel front 
line carrying wounded and dead off the battle¬ 
field and hauling ammo. 

On Feb. 18, he joined a corpsman atop one of 
the walls to help carry out a Marine who had 
been shot in the throat. 

They’d gotten off the wall and around a 
corner, near an overturned bus, when the 
corpsman began an emergency tracheotomy 
because the Marine was choking on his blood. 
Berntsen spied a nearby shutter door that 
could be used as a stretcher, rose to get it, and 
the next thing he recalled was waking up in 
the middle of the street with shrapnel “still 
burning in my arm and my legs and my back.” 
He could not get up. 

He’d been hit by a B40, an armor-piercing 
rocket that the North Vietnamese had adapted 
as an anti-personnel weapon in the Citadel to 
use on Marines, he said. 

With a dangerous loss of blood and a nearly 
severed arm, Berntsen was taken to an aid sta¬ 
tion, beginning a year of healing with numer¬ 
ous operations. 

By Feb. 25, the Citadel had been recaptured. 
Dye recalled no “cheering or flag-raising.” 

“I don’t remember anyone doing anything 
but staring around the area,” he said. “It was 
so grinding, so exhausting, that the only high 
you got, really, was the fact that you were alive 
for the next 15 minutes.” 

The aftermath 

At the end of the Battle of Hue, 218 U.S. 
troops were dead and 1,364 were wounded. 

The South Vietnamese had 384 dead and 1,830 
wounded. 

The U.S. estimated that 1,042 enemy fighters 
had been killed. 

The citizens of Hue, though, suffered the 
worst punishment. About 5,800 civilians died, 
with 2,800 of those executed by the Viet Cong 
during their short occupation. They included 
schoolteachers, government employees and 
local religious leaders and their families. 

More than three-quarters of the city lay in 
ruin, with 116,000 refugees left in the wake. 

“Dead bodies were everywhere,” said 
Nguyen Huu Vinh, 76, who was on leave from 
the South Vietnamese army in his hometown 
of Hue when the city was occupied. Unarmed, 
he spent three days hiding in a tunnel until 
friendly forces retook the area. “There were 
bodies of Viet Cong, local people and soldiers 
from the South. No one had buried them.” 

Once the Viet Cong had been driven out, 
most of the city was without water and electric¬ 
ity, he said, but locals began the grim task of 
gathering the bodies. 

Ushi Clark, who was 8 in 1968, said her 
mother took the family to the local Catholic 
church in the south part of Hue, where several 
thousand people hunkered down in sandbag 
shelters. 

“It was scary,” said Clark, who owns a 
restaurant in Hue and lives in Danang. “That’s 
what I remember. We played but we were still 


Saigon embassy attack: 
‘They’re coming in!’ 


W. 




John OLSON/Stars and Stripes 

Army Maj. Aloysius McGonigal administers 
last rites to a U.S. Marine. The chaplain, 
who volunteered to go into Hue with the 1st 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, died a few 
days after this photo was taken, on Feb. 17, 
1968, after being hit by enemy fire. 

scared because everyone talked about some¬ 
one being killed.” 

They stayed in the church for about 10 days 
because the family’s house had been badly 
damaged in the battle and was barely livable. 

Meanwhile, Americans who had been told 
they were winning the Vietnam War had 
watched news reports with scenes looking like 
“hell on earth,” Willbanks said. 

“When you see a tank withdrawing piled up 
with Marine bodies on it, that sends a message 
that’s counterintuitive to what you’ve been 
told,” he said. 

Berntsen, who went on to a journalism 
career, did not see that Viet Cong flag come 
down. It does not matter to him today. 

“Over the 50 years, I’ve come to peaceful 
terms with all my memories of those days,” 
said Berntsen, who was awarded a Bronze Star 
with “V” device for valor for his work in mov¬ 
ing the wounded. 

“I never particularly hated anybody,” he 
said. “In war, people die, and I was always 
grateful I wasn’t one of them.” 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam 

I n the walled courtyard of the 
U.S. Consulate in Ho Chi Minh 
City stands a monument with 
the names of the five service- 
members who died on the site 50 
years ago during an opening salvo 
of the Tet Offensive. It is the only 
memorial in the country honoring 
Americans who died during the 
long Vietnam War. 

In the early hours of Jan. 31, 

1968,19 Viet Cong pulled up in 
two vehicles beside what was then 
the U.S. Embassy in Saigon, as the 
capital of South Vietnam was then 
called. 

Construction of the compound’s 
six-story chancery, which housed 
the diplomatic mission, had been 
completed only four months earlier. 
The new embassy compound had 
been moved to a more secure site in 
response to a 1965 car bomb at the 
original one that killed 20 people 
and left nearly 200 injured. 

About 3 a.m., the Viet Cong 
opened fire on the two U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Police guards — Spc. Charles 
Daniel and Pvt. 1st Class William 
Sebast — who were standing watch 
at the night gate. Daniel radioed his 
fellow MPs that they were under 
attack. 

Allan Wendt, a 32-year-old 
Foreign Service officer, was asleep 
on a cot on the fourth floor of the 
chancery. 

“Suddenly, the building was 
rocked by a loud explosion,” Wendt 
wrote of the night in the Foreign 
Service Journal in 2015. “Automatic 
weapons fire broke out, and rockets 
began to thud into the building. The 
embassy was under attack.” 

The Viet Cong raiders blew a hole 
near the bottom of the compound’s 
perimeter wall big enough for a 
man to crawl through. Daniel and 
Sebast shot two Viet Cong — the 
assault team’s leaders — as they 
scrambled through the opening. 

Daniel radioed a frantic message, 
“They’re coming in! They’re com¬ 
ing in!” 

Moments later, he and Sebast 
were shot in the back and killed 
by two locals employed by the 
U.S. State Department as embassy 
drivers who were in fact Viet Cong 
— guerilla members of the Viet¬ 
namese Communist movement. 

Marine Sgt. Ronald Harper, who 
had been in the rear of the com¬ 
pound, raced to the entry of the 
embassy’s chancery and sealed the 
huge teakwood doors. 

The Viet Cong fired rocket-pro¬ 
pelled grenades at the thick doors, 
but they withstood the blasts. 

Responding to Daniel’s call, MPs 
Sgt. Johnnie Thomas and Spc. Owen 
Mebust arrived by jeep at the main 
gate but were ambushed and killed 
by a Viet Cong sniper. 

Marine Sgt. Rudy Soto Jr. was 
atop the chancery roof, armed only 
with a 12-gauge shotgun and a .38- 


caliber revolver. The U.S. ambas¬ 
sador at the time did not believe 
the Marine Security Guard needed 
M-16 rifles. His shotgun jammed, 
and the small-caliber handgun was 
next to useless at that range. 

The Viet Cong fired rocket-pro¬ 
pelled grenades at the chancery 
walls, penetrating at several points 
despite construction designed to 
defend against such an attack. 

Marine Cpl. James Marshall 
climbed to the roof of a small 
building in the compound and was 
firing at the Viet Cong until he was 
wounded by rocket shrapnel. The 
raiders later shot and killed him, 
the final American fatality in the 
embassy siege. 

About 5 a.m., a helicopter with 
troopers from the 101st Airborne 
Division attempted to land on the 
chancery’s rooftop helipad, but Viet 
Cong fire made it impossible. 

A different helicopter landed long 
enough later to medevac a wounded 
Marine. 

“The same chopper also offloaded 
two cases of M16 tracer ammuni¬ 
tion, a move I assumed had some 
purpose I had not divined: There 
were no M16s in the building,” 
Wendt wrote. 

The quick deaths of their team 
leaders left the Viet Cong raiders 
faltering in their assault. They had 
with them more than 40 pounds of 
C4 plastic explosive that could have 
been used to blow open the teak- 
wood doors, but they never moved 
to do so. 

Instead, the fighters took defen¬ 
sive cover behind a half-dozen large 
concrete flower planters in the 
courtyard. 

A force of MPs and Marines 
stormed through the front gate, 
overwhelming the Viet Cong still 
left alive. The compound was se¬ 
cured around 9 a.m. 

By the end of the gunbattle, the 
corpses of 18 Viet Cong were scat¬ 
tered in the compound, the last 
man to die lying inside a concrete 
planter. 

A plaque honoring the Ameri¬ 
cans who died — Marshall, Daniel, 
Mebust, Sebast and Thomas — was 
erected in the courtyard later that 
year. 

The U.S. abandoned the embassy 
— and the plaque — in 1975 as 
Saigon fell to North Vietnam. Its 
whereabouts is unknown. 

The old chancery and most of the 
other buildings were razed in the 
mid-1990s to make way for the U.S. 
Consulate after the two countries 
resumed diplomatic relations. 

A replica of the plaque was subse¬ 
quently dedicated. It stands beside 
one of the few original features left 
in the compound from the 1968 
firefight: the planter ring where the 
last enemy guerrilla died. 
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Believe the hype 

The redesigned 2018 Honda Accord is the best midsize sedan on the market 


By Robert Duffer 

Chicago Tribune 

T he redesigned 2018 Honda Ac¬ 
cord has won a slew of awards, 
including the 2018 North Ameri¬ 
can Car of the Year, the industry’s 
most impartial acknowledgment. Awards 
are like opinions, sure, and the lOth-gen- 
eration Accord may not be good enough 
to stop the sales slide of midsize sedans to 
crossovers but it should once again over¬ 
take the Toyota Camry as the best-selling 
car in America. 

It’s lower, leaner, sharper, better 
equipped, quicker, more fuel efficient, more 
powerful, more spacious than the outgoing 
model and pretty much anything else in 
its class. The top-of-the-line Touring trim 
could compete with premium brands such 
as Buick, Infiniti and Honda’s own Acura 
TLX. Sound crazy? For $36,000, it’s a deal. 

And it looks good. Lower to the ground 
with a longer wheelbase and shorter ends, 
it has an attractive fastback style with a 
sloping roofline tapering into the rear. 
It’s no German sportback; the Accord has 
a proper trunk, with 16.7 cubic feet lead¬ 


ing the class. Four sets of golf clubs should 
fit, or three extra teens sneaking into the 
drive-in (as if). 

The coupelike design keeps headroom 


2018 Honda Accord Touring 



Vehicle type: Midsize sedan 

Base price: $35,800 

Price as tested: $35,800 (excluding $890 

destination) 

Powertrain: 2-liter turbo 4-cylinder 
Transmission: 10-speed automatic 
Parting shot: Camry doesn’t come close. 

TNS 


tight for taller riders, and with the seat at 
its lowest position it feels as if you’re get¬ 
ting in and out of a sport sedan. 

Accord is no longer offered with a 278- 
horsepower V-6 engine because the 252- 
horsepower 2-liter turbo four — nearly the 
same engine as the Honda Civic Type R 
— offered in Touring trim does more, bet¬ 
ter. It’s all about the torque, which, grossly 
simplified, gets you going, while horsepow¬ 
er keeps you going faster. The outgoing V- 
6 Accord made 258 pound-feet, while the 
2T4 with a 10-speed automatic pumps out 
273 pound-feet of torque, most ever for an 
Accord. 

It pops from a stop and drivers might 
notice a slight pull one way or another 
from the front-wheel drive system. Torque 
steer is nearly unavoidable with a car this 
potent. All that torque is available at just 
1,500 rpm, so this Accord is ready for far 
more pressing challenges than just passing 
moves. 

Combine its punch with a lower center 
of gravity and sharp handling, and the new 
Accord is downright fun. Yup, way more 
fun than the old V-6, and more fun than 


Camry’s new V-6 in the XSE. 

It gets better on the inside. The touch 
screen, flanked with a tuning AND volume 
knob is mounted high in the dash, which 
takes away from the overall neat design. 
Chrome strips and soft-touch materials 
balance the woodlike trim to keep it classy, 
though. 

The customizable instrument cluster 
— inch for inch the most valuable real es¬ 
tate in the cabin — is what other automak¬ 
ers should emulate. Audi sets the bar, but 
Honda has leapfrogged GM in setting the 
pace for mainstream makes. With a toggle 
of the steering wheel control, the tachom¬ 
eter becomes a 7-inch space to roll through 
audio or phone commands, view nav direc¬ 
tions or check active fuel economy or trip 
meters. Nothing revolutionary here, but it’s 
safe, smart, and easy, relegating the touch 
screen to a map display or device for the 
passenger to play with. The excellent head- 
up display furthers the premium-car feel. 

Auto awards are a dime a dozen. But 
the 2018 Honda Accord is the best midsize 
sedan on the market. 
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6 Grammys to Mars 

Singer crashes rap’s big party at music's biggest awards show 


Grammy Awards list 


A partial list of winners: 

Album of the year: “24K Magic,” 
Bruno Mars 

Record of the year: “24K Magic,” 
Bruno Mars 

Song of the year: “That’s What I 
Like," Bruno Mars 
Best new artist: Alessia Cara 
Best rap album: “DAMN.," Kend¬ 
rick Lamar 

Best rap performance: “HUM¬ 
BLE.,” Kendrick Lamar 
Best rap song: “HUMBLE.," Kend¬ 
rick Lamar 

Best rap/sung performance: 

“Loyalty,” Kendrick Lamar featuring 
Rihanna 

Best R&B album: “24K Magic," 
Bruno Mars 

Best R&B song: “That’s What I 

Like,” Bruno Mars 

Best R&B performance: “That’s 

What I Like,” Bruno Mars 

Best urban contemporary album: 

“Starboy,” the Weeknd 

Best pop vocal album: “-> (Divide),” 

Ed Sheeran 

Best pop solo performance: 

“Shape of You,” Ed Sheeran 

Best pop duo/group performance: 

“Feel It Still,” Portugal. The Man 
Best traditional pop vocal album: 

“Tony Bennett Celebrates 90,” vari¬ 
ous artists 

Best rock album: “A Deeper Under¬ 
standing," the War on Drugs 
Best rock song: “Run,” Foo Fighters 
Best rock performance: “You Want 
It Darker,” Leonard Cohen 
Best alternative music album: 
“Sleep Well Beast," the National 
Best country album: “From A 
Room: Volume 1,” Chris Stapleton 
Best country song: “Broken Halos,” 
Chris Stapleton 

Best country solo performance: 

“Either Way,” Chris Stapleton 

Best country duo/group perfor¬ 
mance: “Better Man,” Little Big 
Town 

Best dance/electronic album: “3- 

D the Catalogue,” Kraftwerk 
Best dance recording: “Tonite," 
LCD Soundsystem 
Best comedy album: “The Age 
of Spin & Deep in the Heart 
of Texas," Dave Chappelle 
Best music video: “HUM¬ 
BLE.,” Kendrick Lamar 
Best contemporary instru¬ 
mental album: “Proto¬ 
type,” Jeff Lorber Fusion 
Best metal perfor¬ 
mance: “Sultan’s Curse," 
Mastodon 

Best traditional R&B per¬ 
formance: “Redbone," Childish 
Gambino 


By David Bauder 

Associated Press 

T he Grammy Awards seemed poised 
to make this a triumphant year for 
rap at music’s showcase event — 
until Bruno Mars crashed the party. 
The song-and-dance man from Hawaii won 
all six awards he was nominated for Sunday 
night, including the three most prestigious 
Grammys for song (“That’s What I Like”), 
record (“24K Magic”) and album of the year. 
His music also dominated the rhythm and 
blues categories. 

The Grammys also saw Kendrick Lamar 
win five awards, Jay-Z go home empty-hand¬ 
ed, some memorable performances by the 
likes of Lamar, Kesha, Mars and Logic, an 
odd oversight of singer Lorde and a surprise 
cameo from Hillary Clinton. 

In accepting a trophy for the album “24K 
Magic,” Mars recalled when he was 15 years 
old and singing shows for tourists. He’d look 
down from the stage to see people from all 
over the world who had never met dancing 
together and toasting one another. 

“All I ever wanted to do with this album 
was that,” he said. “These songs were writ¬ 
ten with nothing but joy.” 

Mars has won 11 Grammys in his career. 
His success, however, instantly became 
a target for second-guessers, similar to last 
year when people were befuddled when 
Adele won album of the year over Beyonce. 
Social media filled with commentary about 
whether Lamar’s hard-hitting disc “DAMN.” 
was more deserving. 

Beyond being a critical favorite, Lamar 
seemed primed to be the evening’s star. He 
opened the Grammys with a hard-hitting 
medley that depicted black dancers falling 
to the floor to symbolize being shot, and won 
the night’s first televised award. His work 
swept the rap categories, the prime factor 
in the night’s most-nominated artist, Jay-Z, 
winning nothing. 

Lamar paid tribute to Jay-Z (“Jay-Z for 
president,” he said with a smile) and other 
forebears in accepting a Grammy. 

“I thought it was about the accolades and 
the cars and the clothes,” he said. “But it 
really is about expressing yourself and put¬ 
ting that paint on the canvas for the world 


Bruno Mars poses with his Grammy awards for 
best R&B album, record of the year, album of 
the year, best engineered album, non-classical, for 
“24K Magic”; and song of the year, best R&B per¬ 
formance and best R&B song for “That’s What I Like” 
on Sunday in New York. 


to evolve for the next listener, the next gen¬ 
eration after that. Hip-hop has done that for 
me.” 

Clinton’s appearance was the punch line 
for a skit where host James Corden pretended 
to cast celebrities for what he thought would 
be a sure-fire Grammy contender for spoken 
world performance next year, reading from 
Michael Wolff’s best-seller about the Trump 
administration, “Fire and Fury.” Cher, John 
Legend and Snoop Dogg left him frus¬ 
trated, but then Clinton lowered a copy 
of the opened book in front of her 
face to reveal herself. 

Most of the show’s political 
references — to topics like gun 
violence, immigration reform 
and women’s rights — were 
carefully scripted. 

Kesha was joined by 
Cyndi Lauper, Camila Ca- 
bello, Julia Michaels, Andra 
Day and others in a perfor¬ 
mance of her Grammy-nomi- 
nated song “Praying,” which 
is about fighting back from 
abuse. Singer Janelle Monae 
introduced Kesha and tied the ap¬ 
pearance to the current flood of 
women speaking up about sexual mis 
conduct. Dozens of artists and music 
industry players also sported 
white roses in support of the 
Time’s Up and #MeToo 
movements against 
sexual abuse and 
harassment. 

“We come 
in peace but 
we mean 
business. 

To those 
who 
would 
dare 
try 


to silence us, we offer two words: Time’s Up,” 
Monae said. “It’s not just going on in Holly¬ 
wood. It’s not just going on in Washington. 
It’s here in our industry, too.” 

The show also featured a somber perfor¬ 
mance of Eric Clapton’s “Tears in Heaven” 
by country artists Maren Morris, Eric 
Church and the Osborne Brothers. All were 
on the bill for the Las Vegas show in October 
that was torn apart by a mass shooter. 

Album of the year nominee 
Lorde wasn’t among the 
night’s performers, even 
as classic rockers Sting 
and U2 made multiple 
appearances. 

Alessia Cara won 
the Grammy for 
best new artist, 
and remembered 
the time when 
she would “win” 
Grammys in her 
dreams while sing¬ 
ing in the shower. 
Chris Stapleton 
won three Grammys 
in country categories. 
Other multiple winners 
included Ed Sheeran, 
CeCe Winans, Justin 
Hurwitz and 
Jason 
Isbell. 


‘Maze Runner,’ Oscar contenders draw weekend moviegoers 


Associated Press 

“Maze Runner: The Death Cure” is 
the highest grossing film of the weekend, 
but according to studio estimates Sun¬ 
day, many moviegoers also chose the first 
weekend after Oscar nominations to catch 
up with some awards contenders like “The 
Shape of Water,” which had its best week¬ 
end yet with $5.7 million. 

In first place, “The Death Cure” took 
in a higher-than-expected $23.5 million. 
It’s the third and final installment in the 
“Maze Runner” series based on James 
Dashner’s dystopian young adult novels 
and the weakest opening of the three (the 


first opened to $32.5 million and the sec¬ 
ond to $30.3 million). 

It was enough to push “Jumanji: Welcome 
to the Jungle” to second place for the first 
time in three weeks. Down only 16 percent, 
“Jumanji” added $16.4 million, bringing its 
total to a robust $338.1 million. 

In third place, the Christian Bale West¬ 
ern “Hostiles” expanded wide to 2,816 the¬ 
aters in its sixth weekend and earned $10.2 
million. The Hugh Jackman musical “The 
Greatest Showman” kept going strong in 
fourth with $9.5 million. It has now made 
$126.5 million. 

Many audiences also took advantage of 


the added theater counts of many Oscar 
hopefuls following the Jan. 23 nominations. 
Steven Spielberg’s Pentagon Papers drama 
“The Post,” from 20th Century Fox, placed 
fifth in its third weekend in wide release 
with $8.9 million. 

Chloe Grace Moretz LGBTQ 
pic gets big Sundance prize 

The Chloe Grace Moretz film “The 
Miseducation of Cameron Post” has won 
the Sundance Film Festival’s grand jury 
prize. Awards were announced Jan. 27 in 
Park City, Utah. 


Adapted from a 2012 novel by Emily M. 
Danforth, “The Miseducation of Cameron 
Post” is about a teenage girl who is sent to 
a gay conversion center. Moretz dedicated 
the award to LGBTQ survivors of sexual 
conversion therapy. The film, from direc¬ 
tor Desiree Akhavan, does not yet have a 
distribution deal in place. 

“Kailash,” about a Nobel Prize winner’s 
fight to end child slavery in India, was 
named the U.S. Documentary grand jury 
prize winner. In the world competition, 
Turkey’s “Butterflies” won the grand jury 
prize and “Of Fathers and Sons” got the 
documentary award. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Boom for 401(k)s brings urge to splurge 


By Todd C. Frankel 
and Thomas Heath 

The Washington Post 

Last week, financial adviser 
Joseph Kelly visited a client who 
had seen the value of his retire¬ 
ment savings soar, thanks to a 
surging stock market. 

“He said his account was up 18 
percent, and he asked me, ‘What 
should I do with it?’” recalled 
Kelly, who works in Berkeley 
Heights, N. J. His client was mod¬ 
estly wealthy, but Kelly still sug¬ 
gested holding tight. 

The client had another idea: He 
wanted to take out $75,000 to help 
his son buy a house. 

Later the same day, Kelly vis¬ 
ited another client — comfortable 
in the upper middle class — who 
wanted to take out $20,000 from 
her 401(k) to splurge on a vaca¬ 
tion. She was even willing to pay 
a 10 percent penalty, which is re¬ 
quired under the law if an indi¬ 
vidual is not yet 59V2 years old. 

Kelly couldn’t dissuade her. 
“People are cautiously optimis¬ 
tic,” he said. 

The remarkable stock market 
rally of 2017 — in which the Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s 500-stock index 
shot up 22 percent and the Dow 
Jones industrial average 25 per¬ 
cent — has boosted the nation’s 
retirement accounts to record 
heights, making the painful 2008- 
09 stock market crash feel like 
ancient history. And that fervor 
has not faded with the new year. 

That feeling of optimism could 
spread as more Americans receive 
their year-end retirement account 
statements in the mail and online 
this month, providing concrete ev¬ 
idence of newfound paper wealth. 

And some are so confident that 
they are taking money out — de¬ 
spite it being taxed and poten¬ 
tially hit by an early withdrawal 


penalty — assuming it will be 
replaced as markets continue to 
surge upward. 

“I’ve seen more money re¬ 
quests for extraneous items in 
the last six weeks than I have in 
the last five years,” said Jamie 
Cox, of Richmond-based Harris 
Financial Group, which manages 
$500 million in savings for about 
800 middle-class families. 

“There’s a lot of people that 
are feeling comfortable spend¬ 
ing their retirement money right 
now,” Cox said. 

Cox said he is seeing more 
people take larger withdrawals, 
$20,000 to $40,000, to fund dream 
vacations or home improvement. 

“I hear, ‘I want to take that 
Viking Cruise I didn’t go on two 
years ago.’ Lots of these things 
were holdovers from the financial 
crisis,” Cox said. 

Megan Caldwell, 33, who works 
in sales operations for Higher 
Logic, an Arlington, Va.-based 
company that manufactures 
cloud-based software, was tempt¬ 
ed to tap her 401(k) to buy a house 
as an investment property. Her 
retirement account has grown to 
more than $140,000. It was less 
than $100,000 about a year ago. 

“It’s a hard decision, but I think 
I will make more money in the 
stock market,” Caldwell said. She 
has been saving in her 401(k) 
for a decade but didn’t contrib¬ 
ute the maximum under law 
until last year. The 2017 market 
returns combined with her sav¬ 
ings in the account were “a little 
eye-opening.” 

The average annual return for 
401(k)s hit 15.7 percent by the 
third quarter of 2017, according to 
Fidelity. And for most Americans, 
it’s these retirement accounts 
— 401(10, 403(b), SEP and IRA — 
that provide the closest evidence 
of a revving stock market. 


Retirement assets — including 
annuity reserves, pensions and 
defined contribution plans such 
as 401(k)s and IRAs — exploded 
in the United States from $11.6 
trillion in 2000 to $27.2 trillion as 
of Sept. 30, 2017, according to the 
Investment Company Institute, 
which represents the mutual fund 
industry. 

Kelly Shue, a finance profes¬ 
sor at the Yale School of Manage¬ 
ment, said the wealth effect tends 
to change the way people invest 
and consume. 

“Stock market booms make peo¬ 
ple more tolerant of risk,” she said. 
“They tend to increase their con¬ 
sumption. We know people spend 
more when they are wealthier and 
when the market goes up.” 

The thinking is, “If I’m rich¬ 
er for good, I’m going to spend 
more,” said Scott Baker, a pro¬ 
fessor at the Kellogg School of 
Management at Northwestern 
University. 

There are plenty of signs of 
401(k) exuberance. The person¬ 
al finance sector on Reddit and 
other message boards are littered 
with tales of people becoming 
401(k) millionaires. People are 
even tweeting proud photos of 
their 401(k) balances. 

Yet the increase in 401(k) bal¬ 
ances has done little to calm wor¬ 
ries that Americans still are not 
saving enough for retirement. The 
Center for Retirement Research 
at Boston College found that the 
median household approaching 
retirement age had a median bal¬ 
ance in its 401(k) or IRA of just 
$135,000 in 2016. 

“Balances in these accounts 
are woefully inadequate,” said 
center director Alicia Munnell, 
a management professor at the 
school. 

And the stock market rally 


can’t go on forever. 

Vanguard Group Chairman 
William McNabb told Bloomberg 
News last week that he thinks 
the U.S. stock market is “getting 
pretty close” to irrational prices. 
He said he expects stocks to con¬ 
tinue to skyrocket for the next few 
months but produce “very mod¬ 
est” gains over the next decade. 

Douglas Boneparth, president 
of Bone Fide Wealth in New York, 
said his clients — millennials, 
mostly in their late 20s and early 
30s — have not shown sudden in¬ 
terest in their retirement account 
balances. After all, they expect to 
work four to five more decades. 

Leah Daniels, 37, owner of Hill’s 
Kitchen in Washington, said she 
likes seeing the rising balances 
in her retirement accounts. Yet it 
remains an abstraction because 
her retirement is years off. 

“It feels like funny money,” 
Daniels said. 

For some older workers in or 
nearing retirement, the current 
run-up can, paradoxically, be 
scary, said Lynn Ballou, a cer¬ 
tified financial planner in San 
Francisco. 

“This is the most hated bull 
market. They just don’t believe 
it,” she said. 

Ballou pointed out that most of 
her clients lived through the 2000 
dot-com bust and the 2008 market 
crash — seeing their savings rise 
and disappear each time. And 
they feel trapped into keeping 
their accounts heavily invested in 
stocks now because interest rates 
remain so low for safer certifi¬ 
cates of deposit and bonds. 

When they get their 401(k) 
statements, Ballou said, they look 
at the eye-popping numbers and 
wonder how long it will last—and 
whether they’ll get out in time. 

“This is a fearful group of peo¬ 


ple,” she said. 

Linda Ramsdell, 57, knowing 
that her retirement horizon is get¬ 
ting shorter, barely looks at her 
401(k) statements. 

“I’m in it for the long haul,” 
said Ramsdell, human resources 
manager at Gat Creek furniture 
in Berkeley Springs, WVa. “My 
account does what it’s going to 
do, and I just leave it alone. I am 
feeling more comfortable in my 
safety net, but my spending hab¬ 
its haven’t changed. I like saving 
money.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 30). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 30). 

British pound (Jan. 30). 

Japanese yen (Jan. 30). 

South Korean won (Jan. 30). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.2721 

.€0.7861 

.$1.45 

.106.00 

.1,039.00 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

.$1.4083 

.1.2341 

China (Yuan) 

.6.3365 

Denmark (Krone).6.0263 

Egypt (Pound).17.6445 

Euro.$1.2351/0.8097 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8183 

Hungary (Forint).250.94 

Israel (Shekel).3.4031 

Japan (Yen).108.83 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.0.2998 

.7.7143 

.51.44 

.3.36 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.3.7520 

.1.3114 

.0.9362 

.31.46 

Turkey (Lira) 

.3.7796 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.41 

30-year bond.2.94 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



TUESDAY IN EUROPE ■ WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Bridge 
5 Weir 
8 Wander 
12Top-of-the-line 

13 French “yes” 

14 Dog food brand 

15 Maja painter 

16 Hasty and 
careless 

18 Like Venetian 
blinds 

20 Script makeup 

21 Vegas opener? 

22 Shell game item 

23 Nymph pursuer 
26 Zigzags in snow 

30 World Cup cheer 

31 Purchase 

32 Stir-fry pan 

33 Sling mud 
36 Brice of 

“Funny Girl” 

38 Help 

39 Sphere 

40 Void 

43 Horror film villain 
47 Relaxes 

49 Franc 
replacement 

50 Spanish greeting 

51 Water tester 

52 Astronaut 
Armstrong 

53 Ornamental jug 

54 Bristle 

55 Daly of “Judging 
Amy” 


DOWN 

1 Droops 

2 Betting group 

3 Novelist Seton 

4 Tidily 

5 Rx amounts 

6 “— Lang Syne” 

7 Soccer’s Hamm 

8 Tire type 

9 “The Good 
Earth” 
heroine 

10 Church area 

11 Mineral-hardness 
scale name 

17 Entreaty 
19 Roofing goo 

22 Layer 

23 “Mayday!” 

24 The whole 
enchilada 

25 Pot brew 


26 California’s 
Big — 

27 Have 

28 Calendar abbr. 

29 Firmament 

31 Nap site 

34 Daytona 500 
acronym 

35 Frisbee, e.g. 

36 Monk’s title 

37 Missing 

39 Mary-Kate 
or Ashley 

40 Tennis great 
Arthur 

41 Huff and puff 

42 Harvard rival 

43 Winter blanket 

44 Donald Duck’s 
nephew 

45 Ireland 

46 Actor’s quest 

48 JFK info 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


NYR’GQ XFBUPUEO NYR VLUFF 


JUJE’L OQL LABL EYLQ L A Q 


VQXYEJ LUPQ U PBUFQJ UL? U 


GQ-VQEL LABL! 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AMATEUR NEWSPAPER 
WORKER WHO TENDS TO MAKE CORRECTIONS 
IN A VERY UNEVEN WAY: A CHOPPY EDITOR. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals Y 
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•Stars and Stripes* 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com Yuko Saito saito yuko@stripes com 

+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 _ +49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 _ (81-3) 6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


When you see thisC£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Reader Letters letters@stripes.c< 


Classifiedsl 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


advertisements. 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


140 Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


H&R BLOCK® 

A 

x help. 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


IS SPEC Vehicles 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, OBL occp, free brkfst 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARStQfSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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VISIT 
BEFORE 
YOU GO! 
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Stripes.com/travel 

Europe.Stripes.com 

Guam.Stripes.com 

Japan.Stripes.com 

Korea.Stripes.com 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
National League 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Francisco Rodriguez on 
a minor league contract. 

BASKETBALL 
NBA G League 

AGUA CALIENTE CLIPPERS - Acquired 
F Dakarai Allen from the available player 
pool. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Recalled F 
Dominic Toninato and Ds David Warsof- 
sky and Andrei Mironov from San Anto¬ 
nio (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Assigned D 
Sergey Zborovsky from Hartford (AHL) 
to Greenville (ECHL). 

SOCCER 

National Women’s Soccer League 

NWSL — Announced the Boston Break¬ 
ers will cease operations, effective im¬ 
mediately. 

COLLEGE 

MISSOURI — Suspended junior G Ter¬ 
rence Phillips indefinitely from the men’s 
basketball team. 


Pro football 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 

Sunday, Jan. 7 

Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 

Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10 
New England 35, Tennessee 14 

Sunday, Jan. 14 

Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42 
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 24 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, tan. 21 

New England 24, Jacksonville 20 

NFC 

Philadelphia 38, Minnesota 7 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC 24, NFC 23 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapolis 

New England vs. Philadelphia 

Pro Bowl MVPs 


Buffalo. 

2016 — Offense: Russell Wilson, QB, 
Seattle. Defense: Michael Bennett, DE, 
Seattle. 

2015 — Offense: Matthew Stafford, QB, 
Detroit. Defense: J.J. Watt, DE, Houston. 

2014 — Offense: Nick Foies, QB, Phila¬ 
delphia. Defense: Derrick Johnson, LB, 
Kansas City. 

2013 — Kyle Rudolph, TE, Minnesota 
2012 — Brandon Marshall, WR, Miami 
2011 - DeAngelo Hall, CB, Washington 
2010 — Matt Schaub, QB, Houston 
2009 — Larry Fitzgerald, WR, Arizona 
2008 — Adrian Peterson, RB, Minne- 

2007 — Carson Palmer, QB, Cincinnati 
2006 — Derrick Brooks, LB, Tampa Bay 
2005 — Peyton Manning, QB, India¬ 
napolis 

2004 — Marc Bulger, QB, St. Louis 
2003 - Ricky Williams, RB, Miami 
2002 — Rich Gannon, QB, Oakland 
2001 — Rich Gannon, QB, Oakland 
2000 — Randy Moss, WR, Minnesota 
1999 - Keyshawn Johnson, WR, New 
York Jets, and Ty Law, CB, New England 
1998 — Warren Moon, QB, Seattle 
1997 — Mark Brunell, QB, Jacksonville 
1996 - Jerry Rice, WR, San Francisco 
1995 — Marshall Faulk, RB, Indianapo¬ 
lis 

1994 — Andre Rison, WR, Atlanta 
1993 - Steve Tasker, WR, Buffalo 
1992 - Michael Irvin, WR, Dallas 
1991 — Jim Kelly, QB, Buffalo 
1990 — Jerry Gray, CB, Los Angeles 
Rams 

1989 — Randall Cunningham, QB, Phil¬ 
adelphia 

1988 - Bruce Smith, DE, Buffalo 
1987 — Reggie White, DE, Philadelphia 
1986 - Phil Simms, QB, New York Gi¬ 
ants 

1985 — Mark Gastineau, DE, New York 
Jets 

1984 — Joe Theismann, QB, Washing- 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Villanova (20-1) beat Marquette 85- 
82. Next: vs. Creighton, Thursday. 

2. Virginia (20-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Louisville, Wednesday. 

3. Purdue (21-2) beat Indiana 74-67. 
Next: vs. Maryland, Wednesday. 

4. Duke (18-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Notre Dame, Monday. 

5. Kansas (17-4) did not play. Next: at 
Kansas State, Monday. 

6. Michigan State (20-3) beat Maryland 
74-68. Next: vs. Penn State, Wednesday. 

7. West Virginia (16-5) did not play. 
Next: at Iowa State, Wednesday. 

8. Xavier (19-3) did not play. Next: at 
St. John’s, Tuesday. 

9. Cincinnati (19-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Houston, Wednesday. 

10. North Carolina (16-6) did not play. 
Next: at No. 18 Clemson, Tuesday. 

11. Arizona (18-4) did not play. Next: at 
Washington State, Wednesday. 

12. Oklahoma (15-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Baylor, Tuesday. 

13. Ohio State (18-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Indiana, Tuesday. 

14. Texas Tech (17-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Texas, Wednesday. 

15. Gonzaga (19-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. San Diego, Thursday. 

16. Saint Mary’s (21-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. San Francisco, Thursday. 

17. Wichita State (17-4) beat Tulsa 90- 
71. Next: at Temple, Thursday. 

18. Clemson (17-4) beat Georgia Tech 
72-70. Next: vs. No. 10 North Carolina, 
Tuesday. 

19. Auburn (19-2) did not play. Next: at 
Mississippi, Tuesday. 

20. Florida (15-6) did not play. Next: at 
Georgia, Tuesday. 

21. Arizona State (16-5) did not play. 
Next: at Washington, Thursday. 

22. Tennessee (15-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. LSU, Wednesday. 

23. Nevada (18-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Fresno State, Wednesday. 

24. Rhode Island (17-3) did not play. 
Next: at UMass, Tuesday. 

25. Michigan (17-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northwestern, Monday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Bucknell 91, Boston U. 79 
Princeton 86, Rowan University 50 
St. Bonaventure 70, George Washing¬ 
ton 52 

St. Francis (Pa.) 72, Sacred Heart 71 
Temple 85, UConn 57 
Wagner 77, Robert Morris 64 

SOUTH 

Clemson 72, Georgia Tech 70 
Michigan St. 74, Maryland 68 

N. Kentucky 72, Detroit 44 
Richmond 66, Davidson 63 

MIDWEST 

Bradley 81, Indiana St. 73 
Loyola of Chicago 70, N. Iowa 47 
Purdue 74, Indiana 67 
Seton Hall 86, DePaul 70 
Villanova 85, Marquette 82 
Wichita St. 90, Tulsa 71 
Wright St. 64, Oakland 51 
SOUTHWEST 

Houston 63, South Florida 40 
SMU 86, East Carolina 61 

FAR WEST 

Cal St.-Fullerton 69, Hawaii 66 
Southern Cal 77, California 59 
Washington 80, Washington St. 62 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. UConn (12-0) did not play. Next: at 
No. 9 South Carolina, Thursday. 

2. Mississippi State (22-0) beat Mis¬ 
sissippi 69-49. Next: at No. 11 Missouri, 
Thursday. 

3. Baylor (19-1) beat No. 20 West Vir¬ 
ginia 83-72. Next: vs. No. 19 Oklahoma 
State, Wednesday. 

4. Louisville (22-1) beat Wake Forest 
89-52. Next: at Virginia, Thursday. 

5. Notre Dame (20-2) beat No. 8 Florida 
State 100-69. Next: vs. North Carolina, 
Thursday. 

6. Texas (16-4) did not play. Next: at 
Kansas, Wednesday. 

7. Oregon (20-3) beat Utah 84-68. Next: 
vs. No. 23 California, Friday. 

8. Florida State (18-3) lost to No. 5 
Notre Dame 100-69. Next: at N.C. State, 
Thursday. 

9. South Carolina (18-3) beat No. 11 
Missouri 64-54. Next: vs. No. 1 UConn, 
Thursday. 

10. Tennessee (17-4) lost to LSU 70-59. 


US Men’s schedule 

(Won 0, Lost 0, Tied 1) 

Sunday, Jan. 28 — United States 0, 
Bosnia-Herzogovina 0 

Saturday, June 9 — vs. France at Lyon, 
France (tentative) 

Sunday 

US 0, Bosnia-Herzogovina 0 

At Carson, Calif. 

Bosnia 0 0—0 

United States 0 0-0 

First half— None. 

Second half— None. 

Yellow cards— Morrow, US, 32nd; OT- 
odorovic, Bos, 70th. DTodorovic, Bos, 
75th. Red cards—None. 

A— 11,161. 


Next: vs. No. 15 Texas A&M, Thursday. 

11. Missouri (17-4) lost to No. 9 South 
Carolina 64-54. Next: vs. No. 2 Mississippi 
State, Thursday. 

12. Ohio State (17-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Penn State, Wednesday. 

13. UCLA (17-4) beat Washington State 

79- 71. Next: vs. Southern Cal, Friday. 

14. Maryland (18-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Rutgers, Thursday. 

15. Texas A&M (17-5) beat Vanderbilt 
91-67. Next: at No. 10 Tennessee, Thurs- 

16. Michigan (19-4) beat Northwestern 

80- 59. Next: vs. Purdue, Thursday. 

17. Oregon State (16-5) beat Colorado 
86-71. Next: vs. Stanford, Friday. 

18. Duke (17-5) beat Pittsburgh 58-46. 
Next: vs. Georgia Tech, Thursday. 

19. Oklahoma State (15-5) did not play. 
Next: at No. 3 Baylor, Wednesday. 

20. West Virginia (17-5) lost to No. 3 
Baylor 83-72. Next: at Oklahoma, Satur¬ 
day. 

21. Georgia (19-2) beat Florida 66-57. 
Next: at LSU, Thursday. 

22. Green Bay (19-2) beat IUPUI 52-45. 
Next: vs. Northern Kentucky, Thursday. 

23. California (15-6) lost to No. 25 Ari¬ 
zona State 57-42. Next: at No. 7 Oregon, 
Friday. 

24. TCU (15-5) did not play. Next: at 
Iowa State, Tuesday. 

25. Arizona State (15-7) beat No. 23 
California 57-42. Next: vs. Washington, 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Baylor 83, West Virginia 72 
Delaware 80, UNC-Wilmington 62 
Drexel 58, Northeastern 50 
Duke 58, Pittsburgh 46 
Duquesne 73, St. Bonaventure 59 
Elon 71, Towson 45 
Iona 52, St. Peter’s 42 
Maine 69, UMBC 36 
Manhattan 63, Monmouth (NJ) 53 
Marist 78, Canisius 53 
Penn 89, Gwynedd-Mercy 25 
Providence 70, St. John’s 68 
Quinnipiac 84, Niagara 55 
Saint Joseph’s 75, La Salle 64 
Syracuse 75, Boston College 57 
UMass 61, Rhode Island 59 
SOUTH 

Auburn 69, Alabama 60 
Centre 74, Rhodes 51 
Fordham 67, George Mason 62 
Georgia 66, Florida 57 
Hendrix 91, Sewanee 73 
James Madison 67, Coll, of Charleston 
53 

LSU 70, Tennessee 59 
Liberty 61, Radford 56 
Louisville 89, Wake Forest 52 
Marshall 78, FIU 75 
Maryville (Tenn.) 75, LaGrange 61 
Miami 82, Virginia Tech 78 
Middle Tennessee 64, Charlotte 45 
Mississippi St. 69, Mississippi 49 
NC State 62, Clemson 41 
Notre Dame 100, Florida St. 69 
Piedmont 79, Berea 70 
Richmond 77, VCU 68 
South Carolina 64, Missouri 54 
South Florida 76, Temple 60 
Texas A&M 91, Vanderbilt 67 
Virginia 62, Georgia Tech 56 
W. Kentucky 74, Louisiana Tech 64 
Washington (Mo.) 78, Emory 64 
William & Mary 63, Hofstra 53 
MIDWEST 

Creighton 81, Seton Hall 64 
Drake 84, Bradley 75 
Ferris St. 75, Lake Superior St. 59 
Georgetown 65, Xavier 48 
Green Bay 52, IUPUI 45 
Indiana St. 67, Valparaiso 54 
Kansas St. 63, Kansas 59 
Loyola of Chicago 82, Evansville 63 
Michigan 80, Northwestern 59 
Michigan Tech 61, N. Michigan 54 
Milwaukee 59, UIC 44 
N. Iowa 58, Illinois St. 36 
Nebraska 92, Iowa 74 
Purdue 88, Penn St. 73 
Villanova 69, Butler 67 
Wisconsin 70, Illinois 61 
SOUTHWEST 
Rice 53, Old Dominion 45 
UTEP 50, North Texas 48 
FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 57, California 42 
Oregon 84, Utah 68 
Oregon St. 86, Colorado 71 
Southern Cal 72, Washington 61 
Stanford 79, Arizona 42 
UCLA 79, Washington St. 71 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 2 

At WinnaVegas Casino & Resort, 
Sloan, Iowa, Ronald Ellis vs. Junior You- 
nan, 10, for the vacant USBA super mid¬ 
dleweight title. 

Feb. 3 

At Alder, Russia, Murat Gassiev vs. 
Yunier Dorticos, 12, for Gassiev’s IBF and 
Dorticos’ WBA World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At Bank of America Center, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Gilberto Ramirez vs. Habib 
Ahmed, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO super 
middleweight titles; Jerwin Ancajas vs. 
Israel Gonzalez, 12, for Ancajas’ IBF su¬ 
per flyweight title; Jesse Hart v Thomas 
Awimbono, 10, super middleweights. 


Farmers Insurance Open 

Monday 

At Torrey Pines Golf Club 

s-South Course: 7,698 yards; par-72 
n-North Course: 7,258 yards; par-72 
Final two rounds played 
on the South Course 
Final 

_sixth playoff hole; Palmer 

eliminated after first playoff hole 


74-71-70—; 

74-71-70—; 

73- 72-70—: 

74- 70-71—: 




Jason Day 
Alex Noren 
Ryan Palmer 
J.B. Holmes 
Keegan Bradley 
Charles Howell III 
Tony Finau 
Robert Garrigus 
Harris English 
Marc Leishman 
Justin Rose 
Tom Hoge 


Brandon Harkins 
Lanto Griffin 
Emiliano Grillo 
Luke List 
Gary Woodland 
Cameron Smith 
Rory Sabbatini 
Abraham Ancer 
Patrick Reed 

J.J. Henry 
Tiger Woods 
Chesson Hadley 
J.J. Spaun 
Michael Kim 


73s-64n-71s-70—278 -10 
70s-66n-69s-73—278 -10 
66s-67n-73s-72—278 -10 
70s-72n-65s-72—279 -9 
70s-69n-71s-70—280 -8 
"s-72n-71s-69-281 -7 
65n-70s-73s-73—281 -7 
69s-70n-73s-70—282 -6 
70s-68n-73s-71—282 -6 
71s-69n-69s-73—282 -6 
69n-70s-69s-74—282 -6 
72s-69n-72s-70—283 -5 
Hideki Matsuyama 72n-69s-73s-69-283 -5 
Retief Goosen 70n-68s-72s-73-283 -5 
70n-70s-70s-73—283 -5 
72s-68n-69s-74—283 -5 
70s-72n-67s-74—283 -5 
69n-66s-73s-75—283 -5 
74n-68s-66s-75—283 -5 
71n-68s-73s-72—284 -4 
68n-73s-71s-72—284 -4 
72s-69n-73s-70—284 -4 
68s-72n-72s-73—285 -3 
70s-72n-70s-73—285 -3 
72s-71n-70s-72—285 -3 
71n-72s-71s-71—285 -3 
70n-71s-69s-75—285 -3 

__ 69n-68s-70s-78—285 -3 

Maverick McNealy 72s-70n-72s-72-286 -2 


Russell Knox 
Kevin Streelman 
Brendan Steele 
Jon Rahm 
Corey Conners 
Chris Kirk 
Adam Hadwin 
Charley Hoffman 
Cody Gribble 
Kevin Tway 
Brice Garnett 
Martin Flores 
Si Woo Kim 
C.T. Pan 
Beau Hossler 
Francesco Molinari ( 
Tom Lovelady 
Phil Mickelson 
James Hahn 
John Huh 
Brandt Snedeker 
Kyle Stanley 
Patrick Cantlay 
Talor Gooch 
Andrew Putnam 
Bill Haas 
Anirban Lahiri 
Billy Horschel 
NickWatney 

Cameron Davis 
Bud Cauley 


69n-73s-69s-75—286 -2 
71s-68n-71s-76—286 -2 
70n-72s-68s-76—286 -2 
68s-66n-75s-77—286 -2 
72s-68n-70s-76—286 -2 
70s-71n-72s-74—287 -1 
71s-70n-72s-74—287 -1 
71s-70n-71s-75—287 -1 
70s-70n-74s-73—287 -1 
72s-71n-68s-76—287 -1 
69s-70n-75s-73—287 -1 
70s-67n-73s-77—287 -1 
71s-71n-74s-71—287 -1 
70n-70s-68s-79—287 -1 
71s-68n-69s-79—287 -1 
'“s-73n-73s-74—288 E 
68n-70s-73s-77—288 E 
70n-68s-76s-74—288 E 
75s-68n-71s-74—288 E 
69s-73n-73s-73—288 E 
72s-71n-74s-71—288 E 
72n-69s-70s-78—289 +1 
69n-73s-72s-75—289 +1 
71s-68n-70s-80—289 +1 
69s-73n-72s-76—290 +2 
69n-73s-73s-75—290 +2 
71n-72s-72s-75—290 +2 
74n-69s-74s-73—290 +2 
69s-73n-70s-79—291 +3 
69n-71s-73s-78—291 +3 
72n-70s-69s-80—291 +3 

_ 71n-72s-71s-77—291 +3 

Cameron Tringale 72n-71s-73s-75-291 +3 

Keith Mitchell 71n-69s-74s-78-292 +4 

Jimmy Walker 70s-72n-73s-77-292 +4 

Julian Suri 68s-74n-75s-75-292 +4 

Robert Streb 70s-73n-73s-77-293 +5 

Ben Silverman 69n-71s-76s-78-294 +6 

Lucas Glover 72n-70s-75s-77-294 +6 

Hunter Mahan 68s-70n-78s-79-295 +7 

Sung Kang 72s-71n-75s-77-295 +7 

Sean O’Hair 70s-69n-80s-76-295 +7 

Roberto Diaz 68n-73s-76s-79-296 +8 

Ted Potter, Jr. 66s-75n-74s-82-297 +9 

J.T. Poston 70n-71s-76s-80—297 +9 

Nick Taylor 72n-71s-79s-76-298 +10 

Grayson Murray 68n-74s-83s-73-298 +10 

Camilo Villegas 71n-72s-75s-81-299 +11 

Bahamas Classic 

LPGA Tour 
Sunday 

At Ocean Club GC 
Paradise Islands, Bahamas 
Purse: $1.4 million 
Yardage: 6,625; Par 73 
(a-amateur) 

Final 

B. Lincicome, $210,000 
Wei-Ling Hsu, $127,776 
Amy Yang, $82,199 
Shanshan Feng, $82,199 
Danielle Kang, $57,715 
Nelly Korda, $40,458 
Bronte Law, $40,458 
Lexi Thompson, $40,458 
B. M. Henderson, $31,131 68-73-72-213 
Laetitia Beck, $28,332 71-73-70-214 

So Yeon Ryu, $21,836 -- 


74-67-66-207 -12 
73-68-68-209 -10 
72-68-70-210 ‘ 

70-69-71-210 
70-73-68-211 
72-71-69-212 
72-71-69-212 
72-69-71-212 


74-71-70-215 -4 


AP sportlight 


mittee mandates that pitchers must 
have access to a rosin bag. 

1971 — UCLA starts its 88-game win¬ 
ning streak with a 74-61 win over UC 
Santa Barbara. 

1983 — John Riggins rushes for a Su¬ 
per Bowl-record 166 yards on 38 carries 
to spark the Washington Redskins to a 
come-from-behind, 27-17 victory over the 
Miami Dolphins. For Riggins, the game’s 
MVP, it’s his fourth consecutive 100-yard 
rushing game during the playoffs, also a 
record. 

1992 — Jockey Mike Smith wins six 
races in one day at Aqueduct Racetrack 
for the second time in the month. His 
first six-winner day was on Jan. 13. 

1993 - Monica Seles beats Steffi Graf 
4-6, 6-3, 6-2 to capture her third straight 
Australian Open. 

1994 — The Dallas Cowboys, behind 
MVP Emmitt Smith and safety James 


Caroline Masson, $21,836 
Azahara Munoz, $21,836 
Lizette Salas, $21,836 
Hannah Green, $21,836 

M. Stackhouse, $21,836 
Michelle Wie, $21,836 
Austin Ernst, $16,696 
Mo Martin, $16,696 
Alena Sharp, $16,696 
Carlota Ciganda, $14,425 
Yu Liu, $14,425 

Gaby Lopez, $14,425 
Erynne Lee, $14,425 
Paula Reto, $14,425 

O. Kristinsdottir, $11,907 
Pernilla Lindberg, $11,907 
Mirim Lee, $11,907 
Charley Hull, $11,907 
Ryann O’Toole, $11,907 
Beatriz Recari, $8,828 
Sandra Changkija, $8,828 
Moriya Jutanugarn, $8,828 

P. Phatlum, $8,828 
Jacqui Concolino, $8,828 
Lindy Duncan, $8,828 
Lindsey Weaver, $8,828 

N. Koerstz Madsen, $8,828 
Maria Torres, $8,828 
Sarah Jane Smith, $8,828 
Emily K. Pedersen, $6,104 
M.Sagstrom, $6,104 

Hee Young Park, $6,104 
Tiffany Joh, $6,104 
Amy Olson, $6,104 
Kim Kaufman, $6,104 
Ally McDonald, $6,104 

L. Sobron Galmes, $6,104 
Cheyenne Woods, $4,771 
Chella Choi, $4,771 
Ayako Uehara, $4,771 
Nicole B. Larsen, $4,771 
Wichanee Meechai, $4,771 
Su Oh, $4,127 

Giulia Molinaro, $4,127 
Ariya Jutanugarn, $4,127 
Angela Stanford, $4,127 
Haru Nomura, $3,708 
Katherine Kirk, $3,708 
Sun Young Yoo, $3,323 
Morgan Pressel, $3,323 
Caroline Inglis, $3,323 
Amelia Lewis, $3,323 
Emma Talley, $3,323 
Vicky Hurst, $3,323 
Stacy Lewis, $2,938 
Jaye Marie Green, $2,938 
Tiffany Chan, $2,938 
Cindy LaCrosse, $2,938 

M. -Aimee Leblanc, $2,938 
Megan Khang, $2,711 
Daniela Darquea, $2,711 
Karine Icher, $2,711 
Brianna Do, $2,711 
Belen Mozo, $2,626 
Alison Lee, $2,593 
Marissa Steen, $2,544 
Jing Yan, $2,544 


Dubai Desert Classic 

Sunday 

At Emirates Golf Club 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $3 million 
Yardage: 7,238; Par: 72 
Final 

Li Haotong, China 66-66-64-69-265 

R. Mcllroy, Northern Ireland 65-64-68-69-266 
T. Hatton, England 64-72-66-66-268 

Alexander Levy, France 67-67-65-70-269 

Chris Paisley, England 
B. Hun An, South Korea 

A. Bjork, Sweden 
R. Cabrera Bello, Spain 
T. Fleetwood, England 
D. Frittelli, South Africa 
Chris Hanson, England 
D. Lipsky, United States 
Ian Poulter, England 
R. Ramsay, Scotland 
J. Scrivener, Australia 
Henrik Stenson, Sweden 
Andy Sullivan, England 

J. Wang, South Korea 
M. Angel Jimenez, Spain 
Martin Kaymer, Germany 
H. Porteous, South Africa 

Also 

P. Perez, United States 
Sergio Garcia, Spain 
T. Pieters, Belgium 

B. Wiesberger, Austria 
B. Grace, South Africa 
Ross Fisher, England 

K. Aphibarnrat, Thailand 
D. Im, United States 


73- 69-73-; 
75-73-68-; 

74- 73-69-; 

75- 71-70—: 

71- 81-65—: 
73-75-69-: 
75-72-70—: 
73-73-71-; 

73- 73-71-; 
77-73-68-; 
75-74-69-: 

74- 73-71—: 
74-72-72-: 
74-69-75-: 

74- 76-69-; 

77- 72-70—: 

75- 74-70—; 
74-75-70—; 

78- 70-71—: 

74- 74-71-: 
70-78-71—: 

75- 72-72-; 
70-74-75—: 
69-73-77-; 

76- 73-71-; 

73- 76-71-; 
75-73-72-; 

74- 74-72-: 

73- 75-72-; 

74- 73-73-: 

75- 71-74—; 

69- 72-79-; 

79- 72-70—: 

77- 73-71-; 

76- 74-71—: 

74- 76-71—: 

72- 75-74-; 

75- 77-70—; 

76- 74-72-; 

76- 73-73-; 
75-74-73-: 

74- 75-74-; 

70- 78-75—: 

80- 72-72—: 

77- 75-72-; 

75- 77-72-; 
75-76-73-: 
74-77-73-: 

74- 74-76-: 

78- 74-73-: 

71- 81-73—: 
77-73-75-: 

75- 74-76-: 

74- 72-79-; 

76- 76-74-; 
76-76-74-; 

75- 76-75-: 

76- 74-76-: 

79- 72-76-: 
74-78-76-: 
76-75-78-; 
70-79-80—: 


65-69-68-69-271 

72-67-65-68-272 

65- 68-70-69-272 
69-69-64-70-272 
69-69-66-68-272 
69-67-66-70-272 

67- 70-70-65-272 

69- 66-67-70-272 

68- 70-65-69-272 

70- 69-69-64-272 
70-68-68-66-272 

70- 64-70-68-272 

67- 70-63-72-272 

69- 66-67-70-272 

66- 68-69-70-273 

68- 69-67-69-273 

66- 68-65-74-273 

69- 69-67-70-275 

67- 69-69-71-276 
65-74-70-67-276 

67- 70-70-69-276 

68- 65-69-75-277 

69- 69-69-71-278 

71- 68-70-70-279 
68-71-72-73-284 


Washington, beats Buffalo 30-13 for their 
second straight NFL title while giving the 
Bills four straight Super Bowl losses. 

1996 — Magic Johnson finishes with 
19 points, 10 assists and eight rebounds 
in the Los Angeles Lakers’ 128-118 vic¬ 
tory over Golden State. It Johnson’s first 
regular-season game back from a 4'/2- 
season retirement. 

2001 — Daron Rahlves wins the super 
giant slalom, the first American to cap¬ 
ture the event at the world champion- 

2015 — The Phoenix Open continues 
without Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson. 
The biggest shock is Woods, who bogeys 
his last hole for an 82, the worst score 
in his two decades as a pro. Mickelson 
shoots 76 and misses the cut by two. 

2016 — Angelique Kerber upsets Ser¬ 
ena Williams 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 to win the Aus¬ 
tralian Open title, ending the six-time 
champion’s unbeaten streak in finals at 
Melbourne Park. 
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Pacific Division goalie Mike Smith, right, of the Calgary Flames, makes a glove save on a shot by Atlantic Division’s Auston Matthews (34), of 
the Toronto Maple Leafs, as Brock Boeser (6), of the Vancouver Canucks, watches during the NHL All-Star Game on Sunday in Tampa, Fla. 


Boeser, Rakell lead Pacific to win 


Canucks star first rookie All-Star MVP since 1985 

By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 


TAMPA, Fla. — Vancouver’s Brock Boeser 
was more than happy to just be at the NHL 
All-Star Game, mingling with some of the 
high-profile players he grew up admiring. 

Leaving Amalie Arena as the first rookie 
to take MVP honors since Mario Lemieux 
in 1985 on Sunday far exceeded anything he 
imagined possible. 

“Shocked,” the 20-year-old said Canucks 
star said, describing his reaction. “I never 
would have dreamt this any time in life.” 

Rickard Rakell had two goals and Boeser, 
Johnny Gaudreau and Drew Doughty also 
scored to help the Pacific Division beat the 
Atlantic 5-2 in the championship game of a 
four-team divisional tournament played in an 
entertaining three-on-three format adopted 
for the All-Star Game in 2016. 

The NHL’s leading rookie scorer with 24 
goals and 19 assists for the Canucks also had 
a helper in the final after scoring to put his 
team ahead for good in the Pacific’s 5-2 semi¬ 
final victory over the Central Division. 

“I was definitely nervous coming into it,” 
said Boeser, the only rookie among 15 first¬ 
time All-Stars. “[I said] enjoy this, just have 
fun, smile. That’s what I did.” 

Goalies Marc-Andre Fleury and Mike 
Smith teamed to allow just four goals in the 
two games the Pacific won to claim the $1 mil¬ 
lion winner-take-all prize. 

Mike Green had two goals for the Atlantic, 
one off both Fleury and Smith in the final. 

Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov had three 
goals in the Atlantic’s 7-4 semifinal win over 
the Metropolitan Division, however the Light¬ 
ning’s young star was shut out in the champi¬ 


onship game. 

“After we saw that we won the first game, 
we said we needed to tighten up a little bit and 
play a little harder there for the cash,” said 
Gaudreau, who plays for the Calgary Flames. 

“We made sure we were ready to go. [Be¬ 
cause] now there’s something to play for in the 
finals,” said Smith, who stopped six of seven 
shots in the second half. “Our guys did a good 
job to up the tempo.” 

All-Star weekend began with a free outdoor 
concert headlined by Fitz and the Tantrums 
and also featured a three-day fun fest for fans, 
as well as the annual skills competition that 
wrapped up Saturday’s festivities. 

Adding spice and a unique flavor to the 
experience was Tampa’s annual Gasparilla 
Pirate Invasion, which drew what officials es¬ 
timated as an additional 200,000 people to the 
downtown waterfront for a parade and other 
activities. 

Players walked the red carpet, posing for 
pictures and signing autographs before enter¬ 
ing Amalie Arena for the first All-Star Game 
played in Tampa since 1999, the last of Wayne 
Gretzky’s 18 appearances in the midseason 
showcase that shifts to San Jose, Calif., next 
season. 

“Tampa proved it’s a great hockey town,” 
said Lightning first-time All-Star Brayden 
Point, added to the game because of an injury 
to Tampa Bay defenseman Victor Hedman. 
“It’s awesome.” 

With the Lightning’s Jon Cooper coaching 
the Atlantic Division, and the team with the 
NHL’s best record represented by a league- 
high four players, the sellout crowd of 19,092 
roared its approval when the Atlantic-Metro¬ 
politan semifinal began with goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, plus Kucherov, Point and Steven 



Central Division’s RK. Subban, of the 
Nashville Predators, celebrates after scoring 
during the All-Star game semifinal against 
the Pacific Division on Sunday. 

Stamkos on the ice at the same time. 

Kucherov’s hat trick in the Atlantic’s semi¬ 
final win was the first for an All-Star game 
since the NHL instituted the three-match, 
three-on-three tournament format. 

“He’s a magical player,” Cooper of the 24- 
year-old two-time All-Star who’s among the 
league’s leading scorers. 

Point, Toronto’s Auston Matthews and Buf¬ 
falo’s Jack Eichel also scored for the Atlantic, 
which rallied from a 3-1 deficit after Vasilevs¬ 
kiy allowed early goals to Pittsburgh’s Sidney 
Crosby, Philadelphia’s Claude Giroux and 
Washington’s Alex Ovechkin. 

Boeser snapped a 2-2 tie, James Neal of the 
Western Conference-leading Vegas Golden 
Knights scored two goals, and Edmonton’s 
Connor McDavid had four assists in the Pacif¬ 
ic’s semifinal win over the Central Division. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

- 71 175 125 


Toronto 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Florida 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


48 19 21 

49 20 23 

47 19 22 


Metropolitan Division 


8 66 156 116 

5 61 162 146 

8 46 126 146 

6 46 129 156 
6 44 132 158 

9 39 124 166 
" 37 114 163 


Washington __ __ 

Columbus 49 27 19 

Pittsburgh 51 27 21 
New Jersey 48 24 16 

Philadelphia 49 24 17 

N.Y. Islanders 50 25 20 
N.Y. Rangers 50 25 20 
Carolina 49 22 19 


63 150 138 
57 131 137 
57 151 153 
56 144 146 
56 141 141 
55 172 180 
55 153 151 
52 137 154 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Colorado 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Vegas 
San Jose 
Calgary 
1 "Angeles 


Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

* 66 164 136 


50 29 13 

47 29 11 

51 30 18 


Pacific Division 

48 32 12 

48 26 15 

49 25 16 


65 145 123 
63 148 130 
60 155 134 
57 157 139 

57 144 140 
53 146 136 

68 164 128 
59 143 133 

58 137 135 
57 139 121 
57 141 141 
47 135 157 
44 127 159 
33 118 172 

point 


_ 26 18 
Anaheim 50 24 17 

Edmonton 49 22 24 

Vancouver 49 19 24 

Arizona 50 12 29 . _ 

NOTE: Two points for a win, 
for overtime loss. 


Pacific All-Stars 5, Central All-Stars 2 
Atlantic All-Stars 7, Metropolitan All- 
Stars 4 

All-Star Final: Pacific 5, Atlantic 2 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota at Columbus 
San Jose at Pittsburgh 
Florida at N.Y. Islanders 
Anaheim at Boston 
Ottawa at Carolina 
New Jersey at Buffalo 
Tampa Bay at Winnipeg 
Montreal at St. Louis 
Chicago at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Dallas 
Vegas at Calgary 
Colorado at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Toronto 
San Jose at Detroit 
Philadelphia at Washington 

Sunday 

Pacific 5, Central 2 

Central 1 1-2 

Pacific 0 5-5 

First Period —1, Central, MacKinnon 1 
(Wheeler), 11:47. 

Second Period— 2, Pacific, Doughty 1 
(McDavid), 14:13. 3, Pacific, Neal 1 (Mc¬ 
David, Burns), 16:57. 4, Central, Subban 
1 (MacKinnon), 17:29. 5, Pacific, Boeser 

1 (Ekman-Larsson, Gaudreau), 18:14. 6, 
Pacific, Burns 1 (Smith, McDavid), 18:38. 
7, Pacific, Neal 2 (McDavid), 19:18. 

Shots on Goal— Central 8-8—16. Pa¬ 
cific 4-10—14. 

Power-play opportunities— Central 0 
of 0; Pacific 0 of 0. 

Goalies— Central, Hellebuyck(8 shots- 
5 saves), Rinne(4-4). Pacific, Smith(8-7), 
Fleury(8-7). 

A-19,022 (19,092). T-0:37. 

Atlantic 7, Metropolitan 4 

Metropolitan 3 1-4 

Atlantic 2 5-7 

First Period— 1, Metro, Crosby 1 (Ovech¬ 
kin), 11:09.2, Atlantic, Matthews 1 (Eichel, 
Barkov), 15:30. 3, Metro, Giroux 1 (Weren- 
ski), 17:43. 4, Metro, Ovechkin 1 (Crosby), 
18:16. 5, Atlantic, Kucherov 1 (Stamkos, 
Karlsson), 18:27. 

Second Period— 6 , Atlantic, Kucherov 

2 (Eichel, Karlsson), 12:13. 7, Metro, Le- 
tang 1 (Tavares, Bailey), 13:17.8, Atlantic, 
Point 1 (Marchand, Price), 14:33.9, Atlan¬ 
tic, Eichel 1 (Barkov, Matthews), 16:40. 
10, Atlantic, Marchand 1 (Green, Point), 
17:41. 11, Atlantic, Kucherov 3 (Stamkos, 
Karlsson), 17:56. 

Shots on Goal— Metropolitan 13-9—22. 
Atlantic 7-10-17. 

Power-play opportunities— Metropol i- 
tan 0 of 0; Atlantic 0 of 0. 

Goalies— Metropol itan, Lundq vist(7 
shots-5 saves), Holtby(10-5). Atlantic, 
Vasilevskiy(13-10), Price(9-8). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-0:44. 

Pacific 5, Atlantic 2 

Pacific 3 2-5 

Atlantic 1 1-2 

First Period-1, Pacific, Rakell 1 
(Doughty, Kopitar), 10:59. 2, Pacific, Bo¬ 
eser 2 (Gaudreau), 15:05. 3, Atlantic, 
Green 1 (Marchand, Point), 16:08. 4, Pa¬ 
cific, Doughty 2 (Rakell, Kopitar), 18:35. 

Second Period— 5, Pacific, Gaudreau 
1 (Boeser), 11:51. 6, Atlantic, Green 2 
(Marchand), 13:26. 7, Pacific, Rakell 2 
(Burns), 17:24. 

Shots on Goal— Pacific 11-8—19. Atlan¬ 
tic 4-7-11. 

Power-play opportunities— Pacific 0 
Of 0; Atlantic 0 of L. 

Goalies— Pacific, Fleury(4 shots-3 
saves), Smith(7-6). Atlantic, Price(8-6), 
Vasilevskiy(ll-8). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-0:39. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Boston 35 15 .700 - 

Toronto 33 15 .688 1 

Philadelphia 24 22 .522 9 

New York 22 28 .440 13 

Brooklyn 18 32 .360 17 

Southeast Division 

Miami 28 21 .571 - 

Washington 27 22 .551 1 

Charlotte 20 28 .417 Th 

Orlando 14 34 .292 13’/z 

Atlanta 14 35 .286 14 

Central Division 

Cleveland 29 19 .604 - 

Milwaukee 26 22 .542 3 

Indiana 27 23 .540 3 

Detroit 22 26 .458 7 

Chicago 18 32 .360 12 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 35 13 .729 - 

San Antonio 33 19 .635 4 

New Orleans 27 22 .551 8V4 

Memphis 17 31 .354 18 

Dallas 16 34 .320 20 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 32 20 .615 - 

Oklahoma City 30 20 .600 1 

Portland 27 22 .551 3'A 

Denver 26 23 .531 4'/z 

Utah 21 28 .429 9Vz 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 40 10 .800 - 

L.A. Clippers 25 24 .510 Wh 

L.A. Lakers 19 30 .388 20V4 

Phoenix 17 33 .340 23 

Sacramento 15 34 .306 24'/2 

Saturday’s games 
Oklahoma City 121, Detroit 108 
Indiana 114, Orlando 112 
Miami 95, Charlotte 91 
Washington 129, Atlanta 104 
Golden State 109, Boston 105 
Denver 91, Dallas 89 
Minnesota 111, Brooklyn 97 
Sunday’s games 
Houston 113, Phoenix 102 
Milwaukee 110, Chicago 96 
L.A. Clippers 112, New Orleans 103 
Cleveland 121, Detroit 104 
Oklahoma City 122, Philadelphia 112 
Toronto 123, L.A. Lakers 111 
San Antonio 113, Sacramento 98 
Monday's games 
Charlotte at Indiana 
Minnesota at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee 
Phoenix at Memphis 
Miami at Dallas 
Boston at Denver 

Tuesday’s games 
Oklahoma City at Washington 
Brooklyn at New York 
Minnesota at Toronto 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Orlando at Houston 
Sacramento at New Orleans 
Denver at San Antonio 
Golden State at Utah 
Portland at L.A. Clippers 

Wednesday's games 
L.A. Lakers at Orlando 
Memphis at Indiana 
Charlotte at Atlanta 
Miami at Cleveland 
Philadelphia at Brooklyn 
New York at Boston 
Chicago at Portland 
Dallas at Phoenix 

Sunday 

Bucks 110, Bulls 96 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-14 3-4 20, 
Antetokounmpo 11-19 5-10 27, Henson 4- 
6 4-7 12, Bledsoe 3-11 1-1 8, Snell 2-3 0-0 6, 
Wilson 0-0 0-0 0, Maker 1-4 1-2 3, Plumlee 
0-0 0-0 0, Terry 4-6 0-0 12, Dellavedova 2-3 

1- 1 7, Vaughn 1-1 0-0 3, Kilpatrick 0-2 0- 
0 0, Brown 5-8 0-0 12. Totals 41-77 15-25 
110 . 

CHICAGO - Holiday 4-13 0-0 12, Mark- 
kanen 6-10 3-3 17, Lopez 4-10 0-0 8, Grant 
6-10 1-2 15, LaVine 2-11 2-2 6, Zipser 0-1 
0-0 0, Valentine 8-12 0-0 18, Mirotic 4-7 0-0 

10, Portis 1-9 5-6 7, Felicio 1-2 0-0 2, Arci- 
diacono 0-1 0-0 0, Nwaba 0-1 1-2 1, Pon- 
dexter 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-87 12-15 96. 

Milwaukee 26 35 25 24-110 

Chicago 20 22 30 24- 96 

Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 13- 
28 (Terry 4-6, Dellavedova 2-3, Snell 2-3, 
Brown 2-3, Vaughn 1-1, Middleton 1-2, 
Bledsoe 1-8, Maker 0-1, Kilpatrick 0-1), 
Chicago 12-34 (Holiday 4-8, Grant 2-2, 
Markkanen 2-4, Mirotic 2-5, Valentine 2- 
6, Arcidiacono 0-1, Portis 0-3, LaVine 0-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Milwau¬ 
kee 43 (Antetokounmpo 9), Chicago 41 
(Markkanen 10). Assists—Milwaukee 28 
(Antetokounmpo 8), Chicago 25 (LaVine, 
Grant 5). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 16, Chi¬ 
cago 18. Technicals—Portis. A—21,630 
(20,917). 

Thunder 122, 76ers 112 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 3-11 2-2 

11, Saric 5-8 3-3 16, Embiid 10-16 4-5 27, 
Simmons 10-14 2-6 22, Luwawu-Cabarrot 

2- 10 0-0 6, A.Johnson 0-2 1-2 1, Booker 1-3 
4-4 6, Holmes 1-1 0-0 2, McConnell 4-4 2-2 
10, Anderson 2-7 5-5 9, Young 0-0 2-2 2. 
Totals 38-76 25-31 112. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-17 9-11 
31, Anthony 6-16 1-2 16, Adams 10-11 0-0 
20, Westbrook 14-33 8-11 37, Ferguson 0-1 
0-0 0, Huestis 1-1 0-0 2, Grant 3-7 4-6 11, 
Patterson 0-0 0-0 0, D.Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, 
Felton 2-6 0-0 5, Abrines 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
45-92 22-30 122. 


Philadelphia 29 29 25 29-112 

Oklahoma City 31 26 35 30-122 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 11- 
29 (Embiid 3-4, Saric 3-5, Covington 3-9, 
Luwawu-Cabarrot 2-6, Booker 0-1, Ander¬ 
son 0-4), Oklahoma City 10-33 (George 

4- 9, Anthony 3-9, Grant 1-3, Felton 1-5, 
Westbrook 1-6, Ferguson 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 40 
(Embiid 10), Oklahoma City 41 (Adams 
13). Assists—Philadelphia 19 (Simmons 
7), Oklahoma City 21 (Westbrook 14). 
Total Fouls—Philadelphia 26, Oklahoma 
City 25. Technicals—Philadelphia coach 
76ers (Defensive three second), West¬ 
brook. A—18,203 (18,203). 

Raptors 123, Lakers 111 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 4-14 5-9 14, Ran¬ 
dle 5-11 7-8 17, Lopez 3-10 0-0 8, Ennis 1-4 
0-0 3, Caldwell-Pope 5-13 3-5 16, Kuzma 

3-9 1-2 7, Hayes 1-3 1-1 3, Nance Jr. 7-8 1-1 
15, Caruso 5-6 0-0 11, Hart 0-1 0-2 0, Clark¬ 
son 6-13 5-5 17. Totals 40-92 23-33 111. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 2-5 1-2 5, Ibaka 
3-5 4-4 11, Valanciunas 6-9 0-0 13, Lowry 

5- 12 3-3 14, DeRozan 7-18 4-5 19, Miles 5- 
12 0-0 13, Siakam 3-5 0-1 7, Poeltl 3-6 0-0 
6, Wright 3-7 3-6 10, VanVIeet 9-13 4-4 25. 
Totals 46-92 19-25 123. 

L.A. Lakers 21 28 28 34-111 

Toronto 28 31 32 32-123 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 8-26 
(Caldwell-Pope 3-6, Lopez 2-4, Ingram 1- 

1, Ennis 1-2, Caruso 1-2, Hart 0-1, Hayes 
0-2, Kuzma 0-4, Clarkson 0-4), Toronto 
12-31 (VanVIeet 3-4, Miles 3-9, Siakam 

1-1, Ibaka 1-1, Valanciunas 1-1, Wright 1- 

2, Lowry 1-4, DeRozan 1-6, Anunoby 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 44 (Randle 10), Toronto 53 (Lowry 11). 
Assists—L.A. Lakers 22 (Randle, Caruso 
5), Toronto 23 (DeRozan 7). Total Fouls— 
L.A. Lakers 21, Toronto 23. Technicals— 
Randle, Lopez, Toronto coach Raptors 
(Defensive three second), Valanciunas. 
A-19,800 (19,800). 

Cavaliers 121, Pistons 104 

DETROIT - Tolliver 6-12 3-4 20, Harris 
8-20 0-0 20, Drummond 7-143-4 17,1.Smith 
3-9 1-1 7, Bullock 4-8 2-2 14, Johnson 6-15 
1-2 14, Moreland 1-1 0-0 2, Buycks 4-9 0- 
0 8, Kennard 1-7 0-0 2. Totals 40-95 10-13 
104. 

CLEVELAND - James 8-15 8-9 25, Love 
8-14 0-0 20, Thompson 4-5 1-1 9, Thomas 
5-12 3-4 14, J.Smith 4-7 3-3 15, Crowder 4-6 
3-4 12, Osman 0-0 0-0 0, Green 2-6 1-2 5, 
Frye 3-7 0-0 7, Rose 0-2 2-2 2, Korver 4-9 
1-1 12. Totals 42-83 22-26 121. 

Detroit 28 33 26 17-104 

Cleveland 33 25 32 31-121 

Three-Point Goals-Detroit 14-36 (Toll¬ 
iver 5-8, Bullock 4-6, Harris 4-11, Johnson 
1-6,1.Smith 0-1, Buycks 0-2, Kennard 0-2), 
Cleveland 15-35 (Love 4-6, J.Smith 4-7, 
Korver 3-7, Crowder 1-2, Frye 1-3, James 
1-4, Thomas 1-4, Green 0-2). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Detroit 43 (Drummond 
11), Cleveland 45 (Love 11). Assists—De¬ 
troit 31 (I.Smith, Tolliver 5), Cleveland 
27 (James 14). Total Fouls-Detroit 23, 
Cleveland 14. Technicals—Harris. A— 
20,562 (20,562). 

Clippers 112, Pelicans 103 

L.A. CLIPPERS - W.Johnson 4-12 0-0 
8, Griffin 10-22 3-3 27, Jordan 6-8 0-3 12, 
Teodosic 5-13 0-0 12, Wallace 6-12 7-7 19, 
Dekker 1-1 0-0 2, Harrell 3-4 1-2 7, Thorn- 
well 1-2 0-0 3, L.Williams 9-22 2-3 22. To¬ 
tals 45-96 13-18 112. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 7-11 3-4 18, 
Cunningham 3-7 1-4 8, Davis 8-17 9-12 25, 
Rondo 2-11 0-0 6, Holiday 7-15 5-5 20, Mill¬ 
er 1-6 0-0 3, Asik 2-3 0-0 4, Nelson 2-4 0-0 
5, Clark 4-8 0-0 9, Liggins 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 
38-85 18-25 103. 

L.A. Clippers 26 25 29 32-112 

New Orleans 34 28 15 26-103 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 9-28 
(Griffin 4-6, Teodosic 2-7, L.Williams 2-10, 
Thornwell 1-1, W.Johnson 0-2, Wallace 0- 
2), New Orleans 9-35 (Rondo 2-7, Nelson 
1-2, Liggins 1-2, Clark 1-3, Moore 1-4, Holi¬ 
day 1-4, Cunningham 1-5, Miller 1-6, Davis 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. 
Clippers 50 (Jordan 19), New Orleans 47 
(Davis 17). Assists—L.A. Clippers 29 (Grif¬ 
fin 7), New Orleans 23 (Holiday 7). Total 
Fouls—L.A. Clippers 19, New Orleans 20. 
A-16,378 (16,867). 

Rockets 113, Suns 102 

PHOENIX - Warren 9-14 5-5 24, Chriss 

1- 3 0-0 2, Chandler 5-8 1-3 11, Daniels 1-4 
0-0 3, Booker 12-23 2-2 31, Jackson 0-13 

2- 2 2, Dudley 0-1 4-4 4, Bender 2-6 0-0 5, 
Monroe 3-4 2-4 8, Ulis 0-0 0-0 0, Canaan 

3- 9 6-6 12. Totals 36-85 22-26 102. 

HOUSTON - Ariza 0-0 2-2 2, Anderson 
3-8 5-6 13, Capela 3-5 4-6 10, Paul 4-8 9-9 
17, Harden 8-21 8-12 27, Tucker 1-3 0-0 2, 
Mbah a Moute 4-7 3-4 13, Nene 4-5 0-0 8, 
Gordon 3-9 5-8 13, Green 2-6 2-2 8. Totals 
32-72 38-49 113. 

Phoenix 24 29 24 25-102 

Houston 28 32 32 21-113 

Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 8-33 
(Booker 5-9, Warren 1-3, Daniels 1-4, 
Bender 1-4, Chriss 0-1, Dudley 0-1, Canaan 
0-5, Jackson 0-6), Houston 11-37 (Harden 
3-11, Mbah a Moute 2-4, Green 2-5, Ander¬ 
son 2-6, Gordon 2-8, Paul 0-1, Tucker 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 
43 (Chandler 15), Houston 43 (Capela 11). 
Assists—Phoenix 17 (Booker 10), Hous¬ 
ton 17 (Harden 8). Total Fouls—Phoenix 
29, Houston 21. Technicals—Phoenix 
coach Suns (Defensive three second), 
Monroe 2, Paul, Green. Ejected—Monroe. 
A-18,055 (18,055). 


Spurs 113, Kings 98 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 6-10 0-0 14, 
Randolph 4-15 0-0 9, Koufos 3-6 0-0 6, Fox 
8-15 4-4 26, Bogdanovic 1-7 0-0 3, Samp¬ 
son 0-1 0-0 0, Hill 6-11 4-4 19, Carter 7-12 2- 
3 21, Hield 0-5 0-0 0. Totals 35-82 10-11 98. 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 1-1 0-0 
2, Aldridge 6-17 3-4 15, Gasol 5-8 4-7 14, 
Murray 6-6 2-2 14, Green 0-2 0-0 0, Hilliard 
1-1 0-0 2, Bertans 3-7 0-0 8, Lauvergne 0-2 
0-0 0, Mills 4-6 0-0 11, Parker 4-12 1-2 9, 
Forbes 9-15 0-0 23, Ginobili 6-13 2-2 15, 
Paul 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 45-90 12-17 113. 
Sacramento 22 28 19 29- 98 

San Antonio 29 20 30 34-113 

Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 18-34 
(Fox 6-6, Carter 5-7, Hill 3-6, Jackson 2-4, 
Bogdanovic 1-4, Randolph 1-4, Hield 0-3), 
San Antonio 11-25 (Forbes 5-8, Mills 3-5, 
Bertans 2-6, Ginobili 1-1, Gasol 0-1, Park¬ 
er 0-1, Aldridge 0-1, Green 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 34 
(Koufos 12), San Antonio 52 (Gasol 11). 
Assists—Sacramento 21 (Randolph 6), 
San Antonio 33 (Murray, Parker 6). Total 
Fouls—Sacramento 20, San Antonio 13. 
A-18,418 (18,418). 

2018 NBA All-Star Game 

Feb. 18 

At Staples Center 
Los Angeles 

i-injured; r-replacement 
Team Lebron 

LeBron James, Cleveland; i-DeMar- 
cus Cousins, New Orleans; Anthony Da¬ 
vis, New Orleans; Kevin Durant, Golden 
State; Kyrie Irving, Boston. 

LaMarcus Aldridge, San Antonio; 
Bradley Beal, Washington; r-Paul George, 
Oklahoma City; Kevin Love, Cleveland; 
Victor Oladipo, Indiana; Kristaps Porz- 
ingis. New York; John Wall, Washington; 
Russell Westbrook, Oklahoma City. 

Team Stephen 

Stephen Curry, Golden State; James 
Harden, Houston; Giannis Antetok¬ 
ounmpo, Milwaukee; DeMar DeRozan, 
Toronto; Joel Embiid, Philadelphia. 

Jimmy Butler, Minnesota; Draymond 
Green, Golden State; Damian Lillard, 
Portland; Al Horford, Boston; Kyle Lowry, 
Toronto; Klay Thompson, Golden State; 
Karl-Anthony Towns, Minnesota. 

Rising Stars Roster 
Game played Friday, Feb. 16 
World Team 

Bogdan Bogdanovic, Sacramento; Dil¬ 
lon Brooks, Memphis; Joel Embiid, Phila¬ 
delphia; Buddy Hield, Sacramento; Lauri 
Markkanen, Chicago; Jamal Murray, Den¬ 
ver; Frank Ntilikina, New York; Domantas 
Sabonis, Indiana; Dario Saric, Philadel¬ 
phia; Ben Simmons, Philadelphia. 

U.S. Team 

Lonzo Ball, L.A. Lakers; Malcolm 
Brogdon, Milwaukee; Jaylen Brown, Bos¬ 
ton; John Collins, Atlanta; Kris Dunn, Chi¬ 
cago; Brandon Ingram, L.A. Lakers; Kyle 
Kuzma, L.A. Lakers; Donovan Mitchell, 
Utah; Dennis Smith Jr., Dallas; Jayson 
Tatum, Boston. Atlanta 15. A—15,843 
(19,049). 


Calendar 

Feb. 8 — Trade deadline. 

Feb. 16-18, 2018 - All-Star weekend, 
Los Angeles. 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth Invitational 
Tournament (Portsmouth, Va.). 

April 11 — Regular Season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — NBA draft early entry eligi¬ 
bility deadline (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 



Tony Dejak/AP 


The Cavaliers’ LeBron James, 
bottom, drives against Detroit 
Pistons’ Andre Drummond 
on Sunday in Cleveland. The 
Cavaliers won 121-104. 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Thunder guard Russell Westbrook dunks against the Philadelphia 
76ers during Sunday’s game in Oklahoma City. Westbrook scored 
37 points as the Thunder won their eighth straight game, 122-112. 

Roundup 


Westbrook's 37 lead 
Thunder over 76ers 


Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Russell 
Westbrook scored 37 points, and 
the Oklahoma City Thunder beat 
the Philadelphia 76ers 122-112 
on Sunday night for their eighth 
straight victory. 

Westbrook made just 6 of 20 
shots in the first half, when he 
was knocked to the ground try¬ 
ing to take a charge as Joel Em¬ 
biid threw down a dunk over him. 
He was 8 of 13 in the second half 
and also had 14 assists and nine 
rebounds. 

Paul George scored 31 points, 
and Steven Adams added 20 points 
and 13 rebounds for the Thunder. 
Embiid had 27 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds, and Ben Simmons added 
22 points for the 76ers. 

The Thunder said guard Andre 
Roberson is expected to miss the 
rest of the season after having 
surgery on a ruptured left patella 
tendon. Roberson, who was a sec¬ 
ond-team All-Defense selection 
last season, was injured when his 
knee buckled and he fell Saturday 
at Detroit. 

Cavaliers 121, Pistons 104: 

LeBron James had 25 points, 14 
assists and narrowly missed his 
second straight triple-double, and 
Cleveland sent visiting Detroit to 
its eighth straight loss. 

Cleveland has won consecutive 
games for the first time since a 
five-game streak Dec. 9-17. 

Raptors 123, Lakers 111: 


Fred VanVIeet scored a career- 
high 25 points, DeMar DeRozan 
had 19 and host Toronto snapped 
Los Angeles’ winning streak at 
four games. 

The victory guarantees the 
Raptors will have the second-best 
record in the Eastern Conference 
through Feb. 4, meaning Dwane 
Casey will coach Team LeBron in 
the All-Star Game. Boston’s Brad 
Stevens, whose Celtics lead the 
Eastern Conference, is ineligible 
after coaching last year’s game. 

Spurs 113, Kings 98: Bryn 
Forbes scored a season-high 
23 points, helping San Antonio 
overcome a sluggish in a game in 
which visiting Sacramento coach 
Dave Joerger left in the opening 
minutes after a dizzy spell. 

Clippers 112, Pelicans 103: 
Blake Griffin had 27 points and 
12 rebounds, and made a crush¬ 
ing three-pointer with 43 seconds 
left, leading Los Angeles past 
host New Orleans in the Pelicans’ 
first game since a season-ending 
injury to All-Star center DeMar- 
cus Cousins. 

Rockets 113, Suns 102: 

James Harden had 27 points 
and 10 rebounds to lead host 
Houston. 

Bucks 110, Bulls 96: Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 27 points, 
nine rebounds and eight assists 
to help Milwaukee improve to 3- 
0 since interim coach Joe Prunty 
replaced the fired Jason Kidd. 
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Kadena’s Casey Cox drives against Nile C. Kinnick’s Davion Roberts during Monday’s semifinal in the Far 
East Division I Basketball Tournament. The Red Devils won 88-76 to reach their first final since 2002. 


Kinnick, Kadena 
earn title shots 

By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — A new Far East Boys 
Division I champion will be crowned on Tuesday in 
the first all-Kanto Plain title game in nine years when 
Kinnick plays American School In Japan. 

The D-I girls final also will feature teams that know 
each other. Defending champion American School of 
Bangkok will take on 2016 champion Kadena in a re¬ 
match of last year’s game, won by the Eagles 52-31. 

Kinnick got 27 points from Kedrick Stockman Jr. 
and 21 from Davion Roberts, leading four players in 
double figures as the Red Devils beat Kadena 88-76 in 
Monday’s boys semifinal. 

American School In Japan used a two-pronged at¬ 
tack of Tyler Evert (29 points) and Koki Wiley (22) in a 
75-60 win over host Kubasaki. 

Kinnick lost once to the Mustangs in the regular sea¬ 
son and again in ASIJ’s Kanto Classic two weeks ago. 

“I don’t think we can stop Koki, but if we rebound 
and play good defense, it will be a good game,” Kinnick 
coach Robert Stovall said 

It will be Kinnick’s first trip to the D-I title game 
since losing to St. Mary’s in 2002. The Red Devils have 
never won a D-I title. 

Roberts said the Red Devils ask themselves two 
questions after each game: Are you proud of the way 
you played and did you play as hard as you can? 

“If we can answer yes to both questions, the game 
will be ours,” Roberts said. 

The American School of Bangkok girls also used a 
two-pronged assault in a 57-33 semifinal rout of Kin¬ 
nick. Keisharna Lucas had 23 points and her sister, 
Shanique, last year’s MVP, added 18. 

Kadena rolled past Seoul American 53-31 as 2016 
D-I Most Valuable Player Rhamsey Wyche netted 21 
points. Atirria Simms added 18 points. 

Panthers coach Jonny Cooper feels his team is peak¬ 
ing at the right time. “We’re playing excellently, we’re 
playing together; a season of ups and downs and hard 
work has us firing on all cylinders,” he said. 

But he also noted the play of the Lucas sisters and the 
fierce pressure defense of the Eagles. “I’ve watched 
the two sisters; they’re phenomenal players. Their bas¬ 
ketball IQ is out of this world,” Cooper said. “We have a 
tough task ahead of us. But I’m very confident.” 

The Division II championship pairings were going 
to be set Tuesday morning. 

Yokota faces Zama and Humphreys takes on defend¬ 
ing champion E. J. King in the boys semifinals. In the 
girls semis, Yokota plays Christian Academy Japan 
and Edgren takes on Osan. 


Far East scoreboard 


Division I 
Monday's games 

American School In Japan 65, Zion Christian 34 
Kubasaki 59, American School of Bangkok 50 
Kadena 55, St. Mary’s 40 
Kinnick 78, Seoul American 37 

Consolation 

Bangkok 60, Zion Christian 39 
St. Mary’s 47, Seoul American 44 

Semifinals 

ASIJ 75, Kubasaki 60 
Kinnick 88, Kadena 76 

Tuesday’s games 
Consolation 

Bangkok vs. Kubasaki, 8 a.m. 

St. Mary’s vs. Kadena, 9:30 a.m. 

Seventh place: Zion Christian vs. Seoul American, 11 

Fifth place: Bangkok-Kubasaki loser vs. St. Mary’s-Kade- 
na loser, 12:30 p.m. 

Third place: Bangkok-Kubasaki winner vs. St. Mary’s- 
Kadena winner, 2 p.m. 

Championship 

ASIJ vs. Kinnick, 5:30 p.m. 

Division II 
Monday’s games 

Perry 45, Christian Academy Japan 44 
Okinawa Christian 79, Edgren 75 
Zama 54, Osan 47 
Yokota 67, Daegu 37 
Humphreys 78, Perry 27 
E.J. King 89, Okinawa Christian 44 
Consolation 

Osan 75, Perry 45 

Okinawa Christian 75, Daegu 64 

Tuesday's games 
Semifinals 

Zama vs. Yokota, 8 a.m. 

Humphreys vs. E.J. King, 8 a.m. 

Consolation 

Ninth place: Christian Academy Japan vs. Edgren, 9:30 

Seventh place: Perry vs. Daegu, 9:30 a.m. 

Osan vs. Zama-Yokota loser, 11 a.m. 

Okinawa Christian vs. Humphreys-King loser, 11 a.m. 

Fifth place: TBD, 12:30 p.m. 

Third place: TBD, 2 p.m. 

Championship 

Zama-Yokota winner vs. Humphreys-King winner, 4 p.m. 
Girls 
Division I 
Monday’s games 
Bangkok 38, Kubasaki 14 
Seoul American 41, ASIJ 33 

Semifinals 

Bangkok 57, Kinnick 33 
Kadena 57, Seoul American 31 

Tuesday’s games 

Fifth place: Kubasaki vs. ASIJ, 2:30 p.m. 

Third place: Kinnick vs. Seoul American, 2:30 p.m. 

Championship 

Kadena vs. Bangkok, 4 p.m. 

Division II 
Monday’s games 

CAJ 16, Zama 9 
King 38, Zion Christian 24 
Sacred Heart 35, Perry 26 
Yokota 40, Humphreys 10 
CAJ 44, Daegu 25 
Edgren 38, King 18 
Osan 26, Sacred Heart 25 

Tuesday’s games 
Semifinals 

Yokota vs. CAJ, 9 a.m. 

Edgren vs. Osan, 9 a.m. 

Consolation 
Zama vs. Perry, 8 a.m. 

Humphreys vs. King, 8 a.m. 

Daegu vs. Sacred Heart, 10 a.m. 

Ninth place: Zion Christian vs. Zama-Perry winner, 10 

Seventh place: Humphreys-King loser vs. Daegu-Sacred 
Heart loser, 11 a.m. 

Fifth place: Humphreys-King winner vs. Daegu-Sacred 
Heart winner, 11 a.m. 

Third place: Yokota-CAJ loser vs. Edgren-Osan loser, 


ornauer.dave@stripes.com 
Twitter @ornauer_stripes 


Championship 

Yokota-CAJ winner vs. Edgren-Osan winner, 1 p.m. 


Indians to remove 
Chief Wahoo in ’19 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Divisive and 
hotly debated, the Chief Wahoo 
logo is being removed from the 
Cleveland Indians’ uniform next 
year. 

The polarizing mascot is com¬ 
ing off the team’s jersey sleeves 
and caps starting in the 2019 sea¬ 
son, a move that will end Chief 
Wahoo’s presence on the field but 
may not completely silence those 
who deem it racist. 

The Associated Press was in¬ 
formed of the decision before 
an official announcement was 
planned for Monday by Major 
League Baseball. 

After lengthy discussions be¬ 
tween team owner Paul Dolan 
and MLB Commissioner Rob 
Manfred, the Indians are taking 
the extraordinary step of shelv¬ 
ing the big-toothed, smiling, red¬ 
faced caricature, which has been 
used in used in various expres¬ 
sions by the team since 1947. 

However, the American League 
team will continue to wear the 
Wahoo logo on its uniform sleeves 
and caps in 2018, and the club 
will still sell merchandise featur¬ 
ing the mascot in Northeast Ohio. 
The team must maintain a retail 
presence so that MLB and the In¬ 
dians can keep ownership of the 
trademark. 

“Major League Baseball is 
committed to building a culture of 
diversity and inclusion through¬ 
out the game,” Manfred said in 
a statement. “Over the past year, 
we encouraged dialogue with the 
Indians organization about the 
club’s use of the Chief Wahoo 
logo. During our constructive 
conversations, Paul Dolan made 
clear that there are fans who have 


a longstanding attachment to the 
logo and its place in the history of 
the team. 

“Nonetheless, the club ulti¬ 
mately agreed with my position 
that the logo is no longer appro¬ 
priate for on-field use in Major 
League Baseball, and I appreci¬ 
ate Mr. Dolan’s acknowledgement 
that removing it from the on-field 
uniform by the start of the 2019 
season is the right course.” 

Under growing pressure to 
eliminate Chief Wahoo, the club 
has been transitioning away from 
the logo in recent years. The In¬ 
dians introduced a block “C” in¬ 
signia on some of their caps and 
have removed signs with the 
Wahoo logo in and around Pro¬ 
gressive Field, the team’s down¬ 
town ballpark. 

National criticism and scrutiny 
about the Indians’ allegiance to 
Chief Wahoo grew in 2016, when 
the Indians made the World Se¬ 
ries and Manfred expressed his 
desire to have the team eradicate 
the symbol. Earlier in that post¬ 
season, a lawsuit was filed while 
the club was playing in Toronto 
to have the logo and team name 
banned from appearing on Cana¬ 
dian TV. That court case was dis¬ 
missed by a judge. 

The Indians’ bid to host the 
2019 All-Star Game, which it 
was ultimately awarded, further 
heightened debate over Wahoo. 

“We have consistently main¬ 
tained that we are cognizant 
and sensitive to both sides of the 
discussion,” Dolan said. “While 
we recognize many of our fans 
have a long-standing attachment 
to Chief Wahoo, I’m ultimately in 
agreement with Commissioner 
Manfred’s desire to remove the 
logo from our uniforms in 2019.” 


Day wins 6-hole playoff 


Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Jason Day sank 
an 18-inch birdie putt on the sixth 
playoff hole to beat Alex Noren 
and win the Farmers Insurance 
Open in front of empty grand¬ 
stands on No. 18 at Torrey Pines 
on Monday morning. 

Day and Noren had to return 
after grinding through five play¬ 
off holes Sunday before it got too 
dark to continue. 

Day teed off at 8:04 a.m. and 
sank the winning putt 13 minutes 
later, his fourth birdie on the par- 
5 hole in the playoff. 

His victory was accompanied 
only by the sounds of camera 
shutters and cheers from Day’s 
family members. Spectators 
weren’t allowed in because orga¬ 
nizers said they didn’t have time 
to arrange for security. 

Noren tried an aggressive sec¬ 
ond shot from the first cut, but his 
ball landed short of the green and 
rolled into Devlin’s Billabong, a 
pond that protects the hole. 

Day, meanwhile, hit his second 
shot out of the rough and over 


some trees onto the fairway be¬ 
fore hitting a beautiful approach 
shot that set up the winning putt. 

Noren bogeyed the hole. 

“It’s been a long time coming,” 
said Day, a former No. 1 who won 
for the first time since 2016. 

He had a dreadful 2017, which 
included his mother recovering 
from lung cancer and a game that 
lost some discipline and focus. 

Tiger Woods was “very pleased” 
with only his second PGA Tour 
event since he tied for 10th in the 
Wyndham Championship in Au¬ 
gust 2015. He had two back sur¬ 
geries that fall, and fusion surgery 
on his back last April. 

Woods cooled off after birdies 
on four of seven holes midway 
through his round Sunday and 
finished with an even-par 72 on 
the South Course that left him 
tied for 23rd. 

“It was nice. You know, some 
of the shots I had to hit out of the 
rough, out of the trees, shaping 
them both ways, and a few times 
I had to jack up the speed and had 
no issues at all.” 
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Walker, Miller help AFC to Pro Bowl win 



Steve Nesius/AP 


AFC linebacker Von Miller, right,, of the Denver Broncos and tight 
end Delanie Walker (82), of the Tennessee Titans, pose with the NFL 
Pro Bowl trophy after defeating the AFC 24-23, in Orlando, Fla. 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Delanie 
Walker held the ball in the end 
zone and waited for his team¬ 
mates to celebrate. 

They came from every direc¬ 
tion: Left, right and even the 
bench. 

The Tennessee Titans tight end 
caught two touchdown passes, 
including an 18-yarder with 1:31 
remaining, and the AFC beat the 
NFC 24-23 in a rain-soaked Pro 
Bowl on Sunday. 

Teammates mobbed him. Pitts¬ 
burgh receiver Antonio Brown, 
Baltimore safety Eric Weddle, 
Jacksonville cornerback Jalen 
Ramsey and Steelers coach Mike 
Tomlin were among those who 
left the sideline to congratulate 
Walker. 

“That’s as real as it gets in foot¬ 
ball,” Oakland quarterback Derek 
Carr said. “You always want to 
win, especially with money on 
the line.” 

The winning team’s players got 
$64,000 each, double the losing 
team’s share. 

“You’ve got guys on the side¬ 
lines saying, ‘I need that money,”’ 
Carr said. 

Carr completed 11 of 15 passes 
for 115 yards and connected with 
Walker on a skinny post for the 
winning score. 


Denver’s Von Miller sealed the 
victory when he caused and re¬ 
covered a fumble by Los Angeles 
Rams quarterback Jared Goff. 
Miller posed problems all after¬ 
noon for the NFC. 

“I go all out all the time,” Mill¬ 
er said. 

Although the game was more 
two-hand touch than hard-nosed 
football, there were plenty of de¬ 
fensive gems. 


Arizona’s Patrick Peterson had 
two interceptions. Minnesota’s 
Harrison Smith returned a pick 
for a score. And two players took 
exception to one aggressive take¬ 
down. Tennessee left tackle Tay¬ 
lor Lewan and Oakland guard 
Kelechi Osemele had words for 
New Orleans defensive end Cam¬ 
eron Jordan after he drilled Indi¬ 
anapolis tight end Jack Doyle. 

None of those plays compared 


to Miller’s game-clinching 
strip-sack. 

“I knew Von was going to do 
it,” Broncos teammate Aqib Talib 
said. “When it’s clutch time, 
crunch time, that’s what he does. 
We needed a play, and Von went 
and did what he does.” 

The AFC overcame a 17-point 
halftime deficit and four turnovers 
to win the annual all-star game. 

Heavy downpours were partly 
to blame for the sloppiness. 

The rain prompted some fans 
to leave Camping World Stadium 
and others to break out ponchos. 
It also caused players on both 
sidelines to scramble to protect 
cellphones. 

Jordan, New Orleans running 
back Mark Ingram and others 
had their phones in hand during 
introductions, and dozens more 
could be seen using them on the 
sidelines early in the game. They 
shoved them in plastic bags as the 
rain started. 

Each of the AFC quarterbacks 
— Pittsburgh’s Ben Roethlisberg- 
er, Kansas City’s Alex Smith and 
Carr — threw interceptions. And 
Kansas City returner Tyreek Hill 
muffed a punt. 

Carr made up for his mistake 
by completing a 12-yard pass 
to Miami’s Jarvis Landry on a 
fourth-and-7 play in the waning 
minutes. He found Walker down 
the middle three plays later. 


Walker was voted the offensive 
MVP, and Miller was the defen¬ 
sive MVP. Both got luxury cars to 
go along with trophies. 

“He’s a Super Bowl MVP and 
now a Pro Bowl MVP as well,” 
Talib said of Miller. “Another 
accolade for him. The more ac¬ 
colades you get, the more people 
expect from you.” 

The NFC looked like it would 
coast to a victory early as two 
Minnesota Vikings made big 
plays a week earlier than they 
wanted (Super Bowl) and a week 
later than they needed (NFC 
championship game). 

Adam Thielen had a touchdown 
reception on the opening drive, 
and Smith returned an intercep¬ 
tion 79 yards for a score as the 
NFC opened up a 20-3 lead at 
halftime. 

But the NFC failed to hold onto 
the lead. Goff threw incomplete 
on two fourth-down passes late 
as Saints coach Sean Payton tried 
to keep drives alive and milk the 
clock. 

That was the opening Carr, 
Walker and Miller needed. 

“I think it makes it more excit¬ 
ing for the fans for us to put on a 
show like that and go down to the 
last minute and win the game,” 
said Walker, who also caught a 4- 
yard TD pass from Smith in the 
third. 


UFC star Rousey shifts Top 25 rou,,dup 

to WWE with cameo Villanova holds off Marquette 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Ronda 
Rousey has ditched UFC for 
WWE. 

Once the most dangerous 
women in MMA, Rousey offi¬ 
cially made the anticipated jump 
to WWE on Sunday night with a 
surprise appearance at the Royal 
Rumble in Philadelphia. 

The former UFC bantamweight 
champion also told ESPN that 
she’s fully committed to wrestling 
and not just planning cameos at 
WWE’s biggest events. 

“This is my life now. Yeah, they 
have first priority on my time for 
the next several years,” she said. 
“This is not a smash and grab, 
this is not a publicity stunt.” 

Rousey appeared to roar¬ 
ing fans Sunday night after the 
women’s Royal Rumble in Phila¬ 
delphia, and pointed to a Wrestle- 
Mania sign — scheduled for New 
Orleans in April — as Joan Jett’s 
“Bad Reputation” blared through 
the arena. 

Rousey smiled when Royal 
Rumble winner Asuka slapped 
her hand away on an offer for a 
handshake. Rousey left the ring 
and walked over to WWE ex¬ 
ecutive and Royal Rumble com¬ 
mentator Stephanie McMahon. 
Rousey shook hands with Mc¬ 
Mahon and left without saying 
a word. She slapped hands with 


fans at ringside. 

“This has been a dream of mine 
since me and all my girlfriends 
would sit around and watch wres¬ 
tling together,” Rousey told W WE. 
com. “No matter how much I tried 
to do other things in my life, this 
kept following me around. It’s 
time to take a hint from the uni¬ 
verse and go for it.” 

Rousey fed into the surprise 
with a little misdirection before 
one of wrestling’s biggest pay- 
per-view events of the year. Be¬ 
fore getting in the ring, she had 
ruled out an appearance at the 
Royal Rumble in an interview 
and even posted an Instagram 
video over the weekend of herself 
in Colombia enjoying a night out 
with the crew filming her latest 
movie, the action thriller “Mile 
22” with Mark Wahlberg and 
John Malkovich. 

Still, she had frequently met 
with WWE executive Paul 
Levesque, better known as wres¬ 
tling superstar Triple H, to dis¬ 
cuss her interest in a multi-year 
deal that finally came to fruition. 

She has not fought since she 
suffered a 48-second loss to 
Amanda Nunes at UFC 207 in De¬ 
cember 2016. Rousey (12-2) lost 
two straight bouts in 13 months 
and took a break to extend her en¬ 
tertainment credits, including a 
stint as team coach in the reboot 
of “Battle of the Network Stars.” 


Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Jalen 
Brunson scored 31 points despite 
leaving briefly with a left ankle 
injury, Donte DiVincenzo added 
23 and top-ranked Villanova beat 
Marquette 85-82 on Sunday. 

Lastyear,Marquetteupsetthen- 
No. 1 Villanova in Milwaukee. 

DiVincenzo’s putback off a 
missed three with 15 seconds to 
go gave Villanova (20-1, 7-1 Big 
East) a five-point lead. Andrew 
Rowsey led Marquette (13-8,4-5) 
with 27 points, including a deep 
three from the wing that pulled 
the Golden Eagles to 83-80 with 
1:30 left. 

No. 3 Purdue 74, Indiana 67: 

Isaac Haas matched his career 
high with 26 points, Vincent Ed¬ 
wards added 19 and Purdue held 
off Indiana for its school-record 
17th consecutive victory. 

The Boilermakers (21-2, 10-0 
Big Ten) extended the nation’s 
longest active winning streak 
with their 12th straight confer¬ 
ence victory, also a school record. 
Purdue hasn’t lost since Nov. 23. 

Juwan Morgan had 24 points 
and seven rebounds, and Robert 
Johnson finished with 21 points 
and six assists to lead Indiana 
(12-10, 5-5). 

No. 6 Michigan State 74, 
Maryland 68: Joshua Langford 
scored 19 points and Michigan 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Michigan State guard Joshua 
Langford (1) shoots over 
Maryland guard Anthony Cowan 
in the first half Sunday in 
College Park, Md. The No. 6 
Spartans won 74-68. 

State beat Maryland for coach 
coach Tom Izzo’s seventh straight 
20-win season. 

Down by 13 at halftime, Michi¬ 
gan State (20-3, 8-2 Big Ten) out- 
scoreed the Terrapins 20-4 in the 
opening 5 Vi minutes and held on 


for its fourth straight victory. Izzo 
has 18 20-win seasons at Michi¬ 
gan State, missing the plateau 
only once since 2003-04. 

Kevin Huerter led Maryland 
(15-8,4-6) with 17 points. 

No. 17 Wichita State 90, Tulsa 
71: Austin Reaves hit seven 
three-pointers in the first half 
and scored all of his career-high 
23 points before halftime to lead 
host Wichita State. 

Reaves made his first seven 
three-point attempts. He finished 
7-for-ll from outside the arc. 

Shaquille Morris scored 20 
points for Wichita State (17-4, 7-2 
American Athletic Conference). 

Corey Henderson, a transfer 
from Wichita State, scored 28 
points for Tulsa (11-10,4-5). 

No. 18 Clemson 72, Georgia 
Tech 70: Gabe DeVoe scored a 
career-high 25 points, Marcquise 
Reed hit a decisive layup in the 
closing seconds and Clemson held 
off host Georgia Tech. 

The Tigers (17-4, 6-3 Atlan¬ 
tic Coast Conference) snapped a 
three-game road losing streak. 
They took their first lead on Elijah 
Thomas’ three-point play early in 
the second half and didn’t trail 
again even though Georgia Tech 
tied it at 70-all on two free throws 
by Josh Okogie with 41.2 seconds 
remaining. 

Okogie finished with 26 points 
for Georgia Tech (10-11, 3-5). 













Page 30 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Tuesday, January 30,2018 


SUPER BOWL _ 

Patriots, Brady 
hardly dominant 

Each of 7 games could have gone other way 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated. Press 

The New England Patriots are 
5-2 in Super Bowls with Tom 
Brady. 

They were thisclose to being 7-0. 
Or 0-7. 

So when folks wonder why the 
spread against Philadelphia is be¬ 
tween 5 and 6 points, they should 
consider that the total difference 
in scoring in those seven games is 
12 points: Patriots 169, opponents 
157. 

“If you look at a Patriots Super 
Bowl, a lot of people feel that the 
Patriots are going to be dominant 
and they should just wipe the floor 
with whoever they play,” says Jay 
Kornegay of the Westgate Las 
Vegas sports book. 

“The reality is all their Super 
Bowl wins have been in very close 
games. Last year’s six-point vic¬ 
tory was their largest margin of 
victory in all their Super Bowls. 

“We expect the Eagles to be 
competitive and we expect them 
to get some support from the gen¬ 
eral public. This is the only event 
we make a line that depends on 
public opinion. There’s so much 
money from the public on this 
game than you would get from 
the so-called sharks.” 

New England has not exactly 
been a pool of sharks in those 
Super Bowls. Consider that the 
Patriots have not scored a point 
in the opening quarter of any of 
those seven games. Zip. Zilch. 
Nada. 

And while Brady certainly has 
deserved his four Super Bowl 
MVP trophies, particularly in 
the past two Patriots wins, aside 
from the most successful quar¬ 


terback in the modern NFL era, 
there hasn’t been much to sepa¬ 
rate New England from the van¬ 
quished opposition. 

Consider: 

Patriots 20, Rams 17: Super 
Bowl 36, Feb. 3, 2002 

New England’s defense was 
masterful against the “Greatest 
Show on Turf”, playing an ultra¬ 
physical style that eventually led 
to some rules changes on how 
defenders could interact with re¬ 
ceivers. Still, the Patriots blew a 
17-3 lead and St. Louis tied it with 
1:30 left. 

That’s when Brady first showed 
he was, well, Brady. Rams coach 
Mike Martz, who ignored star 
running back Marshall Faulk far 
too often on a day begging for a 
run game, thought New England 
would play for OT. Instead, Brady, 
then 24, led his team to Adam Vi- 
natieri’s winning field goal. 

Patriots 32, Panthers 29: Super 
Bowl 38, Feb. 1, 2004 

Again, the Patriots lost a late 
lead in a strange game, with all 
the scoring coming in the sec¬ 
ond and fourth quarters. The 
Panthers’ John Kasay, one of 
the league’s most reliable kick¬ 
ers, sent the kickoff following the 
tying TD out of bounds with 1:08 
remaining. From their 40, the 
Patriots easily moved in position 
for another winning field goal by 
Vinatieri. 

Patriots 24, Eagles 21: Super 
Bowl 39, Feb. 6, 2005 

New England repeated, helped 
greatly by Philadelphia’s ineffec¬ 
tiveness in a hurry-up offense — 
and Eagles QB Donovan McNabb 
vomiting in the huddle at one 
point. But Philly did have the 


ball and a chance to win with less 
than a minute left before Rodney 
Harrison’s interception. 

Giants 17, Patriots 14: Super 
Bowl 42, Feb. 3, 2008 
This is the biggest head 
scratcher because the Patriots 
were undefeated, unstoppable 
on offense and chasing history. 
Yet Tom Coughlin and his staff 
outcoached Bill Belichick and 
his assistants, and a New Eng¬ 
land squad that averaged nearly 
37 points was befuddled by New 
York’s pressure D. 

Giants 21, Patriots 17: Super 
Bowl 46, Feb. 5, 2012 
Coughlin and Eli Manning got 
the better of Belichick and Brady 
again, with a similar formula and 
some huge plays. But, just as in the 
2008 Super Bowl, New England 
led late in the fourth quarter. 

Patriots 28, Seahawks 24: 
Super Bowl 49, Feb. 1, 2015 
This one will always be remem¬ 


bered for Seattle s incomprehen¬ 
sible decision to throw from the 
New England 1-yard line in the 
final moments rather than hand 
off to Marshawn Lynch — who, 
incidentally, is nicknamed “Beast 
Mode”. 

The Patriots were within a few 
feet and a few ticks of the clock 
of losing a third straight Super 
Bowl appearance. But Brady was 
sensational in bringing his team 
back from a 24-14 fourth-quarter 
deficit. At the time, that was the 
biggest second-half rally in Super 
Bowl history. 

Until... 

Patriots 34, Falcons 28, OT: 
Super Bowl 51, Feb. 5, 2017 

Still shaking your head over 
this one? So is the rest of the na¬ 
tion outside New England — and 
maybe some folks there, as well. 


This is when Brady leaped 
beyond the Joe Montanas and 
Otto Grahams of pro football to 
establish himself as the measur¬ 
ing stick at his position. Keeping 
his team hungry and focused 
while down 28-3 in the third 
quarter cemented his unequaled 
leadership. 

Remember, though, that the 
tiring Falcons had an 8-point lead 
and were within easy field goal 
range as the clock ticked down. 
They came away with nothing 
after some curious and ill-advised 
play calling, instead playing right 
into Brady’s hands. 

The lessons here are clear, for 
fans (and bettors) of all kinds: 

New England has been beatable 
in its past seven Super Bowl ap¬ 
pearances. And it lost only twice. 



AP photos 


New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady (12) throws a pass as St. Louis Rams’ Jeff Zgonina 
(90) and Adam Archuleta (31) rush during the third quarter of Super Bowl XXXVI at the Louisiana 
Superdome in New Orleans. The Patriots are 5-2 in Super Bowls with Tom Brady. So when folks wonder 
why the spread against Philadelphia is between 5 and 6 points, they should consider that the total 
difference in scoring in those seven games is 12 points: Patriots 169, opponents 157. 



New England Patriots kicker Adam Vinatieri celebrates his game-winning field goal with teammate Ken 
Walter, rear, during the final seconds of their 32-29 victory over the Carolina Panthers in Super Bowl 
XXXVIII on Feb. 1, 2004, at Reliant Stadium in Houston. 
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Amendola 


Danny: Consistent 
approach has brought 
postseason success 

FROM BACK PAGE 

Often Tom Brady’s third option in the 
passing game behind Rob Gronkowski and 
Julian Edelman, Amendola reworked his 
contract this past offseason just to stay in 
New England. 

“I have a lot of great memories here,” 
he said. “Any negative thing or anything 
that’s tried to hinder me, I try to ignore 
and focus on the positive things that have 
been going on in this building for the last 
five years for me.” 

Belichick credits Patriots offensive coor¬ 
dinator Josh McDaniels, then the St. Louis 
Rams offensive coordinator when Amen¬ 
dola was there in 2011, with recognizing 
his potential. 

Amendola was originally signed by Dal¬ 
las as an undrafted free agent out of Texas 
Tech in 2008. Following stints on the prac¬ 
tice squads for the Cowboys and Philadel¬ 
phia Eagles, he was in his third season with 
the Rams when he caught McDaniels’ eye. 

“You saw a good player in St. Louis, 
I but you didn’t see 
all the things behind 
the scenes that you 
kind of can see when 
you actually have the 
player on your team,” 
| Belichick said. 

“Josh saw that and 
I he made us aware 
of all the things that 
| Danny does and how 
well he does them.” 

When McDaniels 
got back to New Eng¬ 
land in 2012, he pushed Belichick to sign 
Amendola when he became a free agent in 
the spring of 2013. 

Amendola’s role increased in 2017 after 
Edelman tore the ACL in his right knee 
during the preseason and Malcolm Mitch¬ 
ell went on injured reserve for a knee inju¬ 
ry prior to the start of the regular season. 

Amendola found himself in the game 
plan even more when Chris Hogan had a 
shoulder injury in Week 10 at Denver. 

Whether it was those injuries or 
Gronkowski leaving the AFC title game 
with a concussion, Amendola said he’s 
tried his best to adapt. 

“I don’t feel any added pressure,” he 
said. “Every play I’m competing my tail 
off to try to win the route, win the block or 
whatever my job is on that play. 

“Whoever is in the game, whoever is 
beside me, I have a lot of trust and faith in 
them whether it’s Gronk or Cookie (Brandin 
Cooks) or Hoagie (Hogan). Whoever it is, I 
know we have a lot of trust in this room.” 

That trust has morphed into what Amen¬ 
dola describes as an unspoken language on 
the field with Brady. Now, a simple glance 
from his quarterback can lead to an adjust¬ 
ment that can be the difference between 
an incompletion or a touchdown. 

“He’s made so many big catches,” Brady 
said. “I’m always looking for him at some 
point. I mean, he’s a big part of what we do, 
so he’s never not part of what we’re doing.” 

As for his postseason success, Amen¬ 
dola says he’s always brought the same 
approach. 

“It’s a lot about preparation, circum¬ 
stance, opportunity, being ready and no 
fear,” he said. “Just get out there and get 
it done.” 

Notes: Gronkowski was at practice Sat¬ 
urday, returning to workouts after starting 
the week in the NFL’s concussion protocol. 
It wasn’t clear whether he had officially 
been cleared from the protocol. The team 
is not required to file its next injury report 
until Wednesday. 



Alex Brandon/AP 

Philadelphia Eagles defensive tackle Fletcher Cox, right, celebrates with Derek Barnett recovering a Kirk Cousins fumble and 
returning it for a touchdown against the Washington Redskins in September. Cox, who had 5 V 2 sacks in 14 games, will lead the 
Eagles defense against the New England Patriots in Super Bowl Lll, on Sunday, in Minneapolis. 


Super Bowl all new to Eagles’ Cox 


Philadelphia’s three-time Pro Bowler 
claims to have never watched game 

By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Fletcher Cox is 
playing in the first Super Bowl he’s seeing. 

Or so he says. 

The three-time Pro Bowl defensive tack¬ 
le is a big reason why the Philadelphia Ea¬ 
gles are facing the New England Patriots 
next Sunday in Minneapolis for a chance 
to bring home the franchise’s first Vince 
Lombardi Trophy. 

But the 27-year-old Cox isn’t much of 
a football fan. He insists he’s never even 
watched a Super Bowl. 

“I don’t watch sports,” Cox said. “You 
know that.” 

If he spends the night getting in Tom 
Brady’s face and helps the Eagles win their 
first NFL title since 1960, Cox may want to 
watch the highlights sometime. 

First, all that matters is winning. 

“We haven’t been talked about all year,” 
Cox said. “That’s our story. No one has 
been talking about the Eagles, the defense, 
or the offense. If you go back and look, we 
finished in the top five of a bunch of differ¬ 
ent categories. This team just keeps find¬ 
ing ways to win, and that’s our motto.” 

Cox, the 12th overall pick in the 2012 
draft, had 5 V 2 sacks in 14 games, recovered 
two fumbles and returned one for a touch¬ 
down. He often faces two or three blockers, 
so that allows his teammates opportunities 
to make plays. 

“Cox is as good as anybody in the league 
at his position,” Patriots coach Bill Belichick 
said. “He’s a very disruptive player, hard to 
block, run, pass, no matter what it is.” 

Earning praise from Belichick doesn’t 



Philadelphia Eagles (15-3) 
vs. New England Patriots (15-3) 

AFN-Sports 
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come easy. Cox appreciates it. 

“It’s a lot of respect from a coach like 
Belichick, a guy that’s been around, a guy 
that’s seen a lot of great players in this 
league,” he said. “For him to say that that 
means I obviously must be doing some¬ 
thing right. But at the same time, I’ve got 
three other guys besides me that’s helping 
me push that limit, that’s helping me get 
that recognition and I want to do the same 
thing for those guys.” 

The Eagles have plenty of depth on their 
defensive line. Ends Brandon Graham and 
Vinny Curry and tackle Tim Jernigan start 


* I don’t watch sports. You 
know that. ’ 

Fletcher Cox 

Eagles defensive tackle 


along with Cox. Chris Long, Derek Barnett 
and Beau Allen also played at least 40 per¬ 
cent of the snaps. 

“I wish it was just four (linemen),” Belich¬ 
ick said. “It’s a very disruptive group. They 
have some edge rushers, a good interior 
pass rush. They come hard every play. You 
have to block them on every play. There 
are no plays off. To deal with that front 
down after down, they wear you down. It’s 
a great group and a huge strength for their 
defense.” 

Defensive coordinator Jim Schwartz has 
enough confidence in all the players to ro¬ 
tate them in and out for series at a time. 
Because they split reps, they still look 
fresh this late in the season. It showed in a 
pair of dominant performances against the 
Falcons and Vikings in the playoffs. 

“To roll in that many guys and not see a 
drop-off, it’s great,” Cox said. “We’re push¬ 
ing those guys to be on the same level.” 

Cox knows harassing Brady is the key 
to success against the Patriots. The Giants 
sacked Brady five times in their stunning 
Super Bowl upset 10 years ago, spoiling 
New England’s perfect season. 

Led by Cox and Graham, the Eagles gen¬ 
erate a strong rush without having to blitz 
much. They’ll need to keep extra defend¬ 
ers in the secondary against Brady. 

“It’s going to come down to the front four 
guys getting after the quarterback, mak¬ 
ing him uncomfortable in the pocket,” Cox 
said. 

Easier said than done against Brady. 
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Rainy rally 

Walker leads AFC to Pro Bowl 
victory over NFC » Page 29 
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Dependable Danny 


Amendola making the playoffs his playground with Patriots 



eluding the 
winner, in 
the Pa¬ 
triots’ J 


Bill Belichick 

r Danny Amendola, 
England’s leader 
nis postseason. 


New England Patriots wide receiver Danny 
Amendola, left, celebrates his game-winning 
touchdown catch with Chris Hogan, right, 
during the AFC championship game against 
the Jacksonville Jaguars in Foxborough, Mass. 


AFC championship game win over Jack¬ 
sonville. He enters his third Super Bowl 
as New England’s leader in receptions, 
yards and touchdowns this postseason. 

“When you look up ‘good football player’ 
in the dictionary his picture is right there 
beside it,” Belichick said of the 32-year- 
old. “It doesn’t matter what it is. Fielding 
punts, third down, big play, red area, on- 
side kick recovery — whatever we need 
him to do.” 

SEE DANNY ON PAGE 31 


conversion during New England’s come¬ 
back win over Atlanta in the Super Bowl. 

Amendola’s been just as dependable this 
postseason. He caught 11 passes for a play¬ 
off career-high 112 yards in New England’s 
divisional-round win over Tennessee. 

He then hauled in 
two touchdown 
catches, in- 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. 

D anny Amendola is Bill Belich- 
ick’s kind of player. 

After battling injuries 
throughout 2016, the 5-foot-ll, 
180-pound receiver has had some of the 
best moments of his five-year Patriots’ ten¬ 
ure during their past two playoff runs. 

It started last year with his touch¬ 
down catch and game-tying 2-point 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 


When you look up 
“good football player” in 
the dictionary (Amendola’s) 
picture is right there beside it. ’ 


Canucks' rookie Boeser named All-Star MVP 
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